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REMEMBERING JACK McSHANE 

about nature. “If kids are lucky enough to 
experience nature, it exposes them to a 
whole new world.” As a boy, Jack 
witnessed his first development 
encroachment—he saw a bulldozer filling 
in a little-known pond he and his brother 
had stocked with “silvies.” “It gave me a 
mindset that forever connected 
development with heartbreak.” 

   Jack first came to the Catskills region in 
1973, when he and his wife Nancy bought 
10 acres near Hancock, where Jack and his 
son Kris enjoyed fishing together. Seeking 
more solitude and pristine space, in the 
preserved watershed lands, they bought 
their property in Andes, which eventually 
numbered over 300 acres. After his retire-

By Leslie T. Sharpe and Peg DiBenedetto 
(With thanks to the Watershed Ag Coun-
cil) 
   “The Beach Boys,” Jack laughed when I 
asked him how he came to take up surfing 
in the chilly, rough waters off of New 
York City. His response was 
characteristically self-deprecating and as 
often, humorous, said with a twinkle in his 
eyes. He had discovered 
surfing as a young man in 
his travels to California and 
Mexico. And years later, as 
a NYC plainclothes cop, 
working vice on 
Manhattan’s Upper West 
Side—what he called a 
“pretty sketchy beat”—even 
in his off-duty hours, he 
craved a challenge. But it 
was really the appeal of 
being in nature, of being 
immersed, literally, in it, 
that drew Jack to the 
Atlantic’s coastal waves. “I 
loved the thrill of surfing,” 
he said. “But most of all, I 
just loved being on that 
board, feeling the rush of 
the wind, hearing the gulls, 
seeing a dolphin and once, even a whale.” 
   When I asked Jack, “So, are you an 
ocean guy or a woods guy?” He, ever the 
educator, answered, “Well, they’re the 
same really. Our bluestone was formed by 
the movement of rushing water, millions 
of years ago. And where we’re standing in 
the Catskills was once covered by a warm, 
shallow sea. And it may be again,” he 
laughed. “Everything in nature is 
connected and part of the cycle of life.” 
But Jack, who had a long, passionate 
relationship with woodlands, was, first 
and foremost, a woodsman. Born in 
Brooklyn’s Flatbush area, this city kid was 
raised in Queens, which then, as now, was 
rich in parks, many still thick with woods, 
criss-crossed by streams. Young Jack was 
“always in the woods.” “Some kids like 
baseball, others nature,” he recalled. Jack 
was a believer in educating youngsters 

ment from the NYPD in 1983, Jack in-
creased his participation in and advocacy 
for responsible development in the Cats-
kills. In 2011, he was awarded the Forest-
ry Program’s Karl Connell Award, which 
“recognizes individuals for their wisdom, 
guidance, and leadership in promoting 
forest stewardship and protecting water 
quality.” Jack served on the Watershed 
Forestry Committee, and was an active 
member of the Catskill Forest Association 
and the Catskill Landowners Association. 
Along the way, Jack attended New York 
State Ranger School and graduated 
Summa Cum Laude from the New York 
Institute of Technology, earning a BS in 
psychology and criminal justice. His 
education gave him a better understanding 
of human behavior, which was invaluable 
for his job. 
   But most of all, Jack enjoyed being in 
the woods, first as a bow hunter, then as 
an observer of the natural world. (He 
eventually decided that he just wanted to 
observe animals alive, which Peg and I 
loved him for.) Jack would share, for 12 
years, his adventures as the very accom-
plished wildlife columnist for the Andes 

Gazette—he was a vivid, 
knowledgeable, and com-
pelling recorder of the nat-
ural world. Jack, who once 
hunted quail, formed a 
deep bond with his 
“emotionally disturbed 
grouse,” as he affec-
tionately called this guy, 
who followed him 
everywhere in the woods. 
   Jack was a true Catskills 
steward—an ardent and 
committed caretaker and 
protector of the land, 

woods and streams he adored. He was 
also just a great and generous guy, who 
was loved by many. Hopefully, heaven is 
a never-ending Indian Summer day in the 
Catskills, and Jack is sitting on a blue-
stone boulder, watching his beloved wild-
life in the woods and listening to the 
sweet sound of birdsong on the wind.~ 

ABOVE: Jack on far right with Andes Poets. BELOW: Jack on far 
right with Andes Roundtable co-facilitators 
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ty going from the more managed to 
the wild in stages like ripples emanat-
ing out from the house. 
Never waste an opportunity for a 
beautiful line: The line defines the 
horizontal architecture of a property, 

and it is cheap (you have to have lines, so 
they should be important).  Straight lines 
are usually boring unless you are in a more 
formal context, which is rarely the case in 
the Catskills. Make your beds, patios, 
walls, and paths have an elegant curve (not 
wiggly) whenever it can work, without 
being contrived. One of my pet peeves is 
the way people mow right up to the rough 
edges of the woods or other obstacles, 
leaving a raggedy edge with no style.   
Make a nice mow line that is graceful and 
easy to mow (no tight curves or angles) to 
accommodate the obstacles and turn the 

mow line into a thing of beauty. 
Gardens need contours as well as nice 

lines:  Mound up beds a little to create a 
nice shape and subtle elevation changes. 
Plant trees a little higher than ground level 
and create a beautiful mound around them; 
it gives them good drainage and another 
architectural aspect.  Having everything 
flat to the ground is not nearly as visually 
interesting and (bonus for ease of planting) 
it is more work to dig deeper beds. In addi-
tion, higher beds make for better drainage.  

Take advantage of grade changes: We 
rarely have much flat space on properties 
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By Mel Bellar 
After nine years of writing 

this column, it is seriously hard 
to know what to write for a final 
offering. I don’t want to be 
pithy, mushy or too matter-of-
fact. The truth is that it has been great fun 
and such a learning experience to write for 
the Andes Gazette. What a pleasure to real-
ly take the time to think and organize my 
thoughts and to have an outlet to express 
and share what I have learned over the 
years. Andes is my home and I hope to 
continue to contribute, but it is time for me 
do so in some other way. It is an honor that 
my musings will live on at the website, 
https://andesgazette.net/. Just search for 
“Garden Therapy” and you will find them 
all in reverse chronological order, com-
plete with photos—many of them in color! 

For this final article, I thought it 
might be fun and informative to see 
if I could consolidate my personal 
design principles, preferences and 
quirks into a single column, in case 
you ever want a quick “what would 
Mel say” reference to all things gar-
den design.  Here goes: 

Scale is everything:  This is the 
most important aspect of design. 
While I don’t have a hard and fast 
rule (and the concept evades many 
folks)…simply put, don’t place little 
things in large spaces or vice versa. 
For instance, don’t put 3 small trees or 
shrubs dotted throughout a lawn area, but 
rather put the 3 of them in a group to have 
a bigger presence. Don’t have skinny gar-
den beds around a big house or patio; 
make them generous enough to create a 
sense of gracious balance.  Balance is a 
key word. 

Go from the details near the house to 
a wilder and grander scale further out:  
Don’t waste detail in large spaces 
(remember that principle); save it for areas 
you see all the time near the house and in 
smaller spaces.  I like to think of a proper-

in the Catskills. Use these grade changes to 
make walls and steps to create some inter-
esting vertical elements. Steps, landings 
and small retaining walls are very function-
al, add interest, and can add impactful visu-
al/functional elements. 

Gardens need paths:  Always have 
paths, large and small; it doesn’t matter. If 
you find yourself stepping through the gar-
den to get somewhere, put in some step-
pingstones and call it a path.  They add 
structure and look great. However, don’t 
have paths as borders! They need to go 
through the garden, not beside it.   

Use rocks and gravel:  Beautiful rocks 
always look good! They add structure, tex-
ture, and verticality. Gravel can make 
something boring… totally beautiful.  It 
can be used for stunning paths, patio areas 
and in some cases mulch. There are many 
different nice-looking gravels, and they all 
can add additional texture and color. How-
ever, while it is hard to have too many 
rocks there must be some plants to soften 
it, or it will look contrived. 

   Use shrubs and trees: You need 
height and some woody structure in the 
garden. Remember, evergreens and inter-
esting branch structures are there for the 
entire year and colorful foliage and varied 
textures last the whole season. Trees and 
shrubs also provide some shade, which is 
good for people and a variety of perennials. 
Think of shrubs and trees as the “bones of a 
garden” that provide structure and support. 

Plant for the 5-year garden: This is the 
“beginner mistake” for many folks. Don’t 
plant shrubs and trees too close together, 
too close to wires or structures (right plant, 
right place) and most of all give them room 
to grow! Perennials and grasses can be 
planted a little closer together (than the 
labels say) to fill in a new garden more 
quickly, but plan to move things around as 
the garden matures. You can’t plant a new 
garden that will look right at 1, 3, 5, 10 and 
20 years without editing. Plants grow, some 
die, and we can never know exactly what is 
going to do well or not … and you know I 
always say “nature is fickle.” The point 
being, gardens always require editing and 
updating.  Rule of thumb:  Plant the big 
stuff with enough space for its nearly ma-
ture size and fill in the rest with easily 
moveable perennials and grasses. 

Plant in masses: Don’t plant one or two 
of something unless it is truly treated and 
placed as a “specimen.” Planting a one-of-a
-kind tree or shrub as a focal point makes 
good sense and can be very effective.  For 
example, you don’t need a grove or cluster 
of smoke bushes or catalpas.  However, 
single perennials dotted throughout the 
garden will become lost unless you are 

(Continued on page 9) 

GARDEN THERAPY:  My Parting Wisdom (or at least opinions :-) 

https://andesgazette.net/
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BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT ON CROSS MOUNTAIN ROAD  
FALL CLOVE ROAD BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT DECLINED AT PRESENT 

By Peter Calvert  
Planning Board Meeting. November 14th, 7 . Board: Chair 
Frank Winkler, Harland Dye, Katherine “Cricket” Keys, John 
Reynolds, and Bill Palmer.  
Excused: Art Reed (joined by phone),   Joanne Callahan. As-
sisting: JoAnn Boerner, Clerk, Kent Manuel, DelCo Planning 
Board, and Al Mohr, Town C.E.O.  
Present: Jeffrey Sweet, Nik Decker, Lester Bourke, and Peter 
Calvert, Andes Gazette. 
     A minor Boundary Line Adjustment application from prop-
erty on Cross Mountain Road was reviewed by the Planning 
Board. Julia Leisenring has 84.5 acres that includes her home 
and requested to separate 6 acres from the bulk of the land 
which would be sold. Following the Public Hearing, where no 
neighbors raised comments or issues, this minor boundary line 
adjustment was approved by the Planning Board.  

   Howard Kipnes has 254 acres on Fall Clove Road he would 
like to divide into 5 parcels as a Major Subdivision request. Inci-
dentally, a portion of his property crosses the Andes Town line 
into Delhi and a portion adjoins one edge of Hamden. Subdivi-
sion request: Lot #1 with his home on 107.36 acres. Lot #2 with 
89.36 acres vacant land is in Delhi. Lot 3# would have 5.46 va-
cant acres and Lot #4 4.08 vacant acres. Lot #5 would comprise 
56.256 vacant acres. Lots 3, 4, and 5 are on Fall Clove Road and 
pose no issues. Lot 1 has a road on the detailed sketch presented 
but Lot 2 would neither have a road nor the elevation potential 
for a road. Lot 2 contains mountain tops and without a road 
would be landlocked. Andes town code does not allow for land-
locked properties. After debate, the Planning Board suggested 
Lots 1 and 2 could remain combined but denied the request as 
presented and sent the plans back to the owner for reconsidera-
tion and potential resubmission.~  

BALLANTINE PARK FUNDRAISER NETS $1,000 

By Peter Calvert 
   Above is a check from a success-
ful fundraiser which Carol Ames organized 
for Ballantine Park (pictured on the right). 
Catskill Creative, an art and design company 
owned and operated by Peter Ames, donated 
$5 to a pool of money every time a “post” he 
designed was shared on social media. Then 
Derek Curl, owner of the Andes Hotel, 
matched the accumulated funds from the An-
des Main Street Fund (AMSF), a fund that 
was begun during the depths of the Covid 
Pandemic to assist hospitality workers who 
were missing paychecks as establishments 

went on hiatus. Derek felt this was a 
good post-pandemic use of the AMSF 
assets to keep an Andes heirloom like 
Ballantine Park viable for the public 
and well maintained. Carol, Peter, and 
Derek were able to raise $910 from the 
“posting and matching” portion of the 
social media fundraiser. Another $100 
came from people who wrote checks 
directly to Friends of Ballantine Park 
and dropped them off at the town hall. 
Bud Gladstone, Town Supervisor, ap-
plauded their initiative and this “grand” 
success.~ 

ANDES ALSO ROCKS 

By Michal Suchorsky 
   As of November 11th Winter touched 
Andes. I started only the third fire of the 
season, which coincided with my bring-
ing in a couple of heads of cabbage, plus 
using the last of my summer tomatoes— 
impressed that 95% of the 100+ green 
cherry tomatoes I had picked ripened on 
the windowsill. 
   While spreading last Spring’s wood ash 
around apple trees, small areas of the sky 
opened here and there in the distance, 
casting dark blue, mauve, hints of rose, 
on the earth tones that surrounded me. At 
the same time, snow squalls appeared in 
the distance. Finally, one moved directly 
over me, dropping a good amount of soft 
snow pellets that had me elated. The first 
snow of the year—actually the first of 
anything elicits elation, and implies good 
fortune. . . in me. 
   Meanwhile, the Christmas Cactuses 
started budding while a couple of small 
leaves on the Poinsettia have started turn-
ing red— even though I did not place it in 

(Continued on page 4) 
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though, she is penetrated by a feeling of vacancy. In Maine:  
 

I began to feel a sense of nothingness, which is the only way I 
can explain it. I sat and looked outside the windows, but I could 
not feel much. 

On making a return visit to the city as the pandemic dies down: 

 

. . . There were no taxis, as I had thought there might not be. So 
I walked around the station and on the other side was one taxi 
and he took me where I was staying. 
An emptiness had come into me. 

And again:  
 

I sat in Central Park and saw the flowering bushes and the 
leaves that were already out and I watched people go by, there 
were many. But I felt nothing. 

    It may be that the blankness of the style and the lack of commen-
tary on events reflect this emptiness. Occasionally Lucy delivers 
pronouncements—“grief is a private matter,” “everyone needs to 
feel important”—that don’t add up to much, but the earnestness 
with which she insists on them indicates a desire to pass on any tid-
bit of wisdom she might have. She is modest, humble, even, when it 
comes to making statements about life.    
    Her no-frills account of things exactly as they occur, the impas-
sive registry of her own responses, her acceptance of circumstances 
as they unfold and refusal to pretend that things are better, or worse, 
than they are bespeak a kind of heroism. It may be that, approaching 
the final phase of her life, Strout has decided to jettison everything 
not absolutely necessary to doing a writer’s job, paring away the 
inessential not only in language but in life. She has no claim to hav-
ing found “the truth,” but takes whatever the universe is offering her 
and sets it down with no fuss—even when it’s nothing.~ 

Reviewed by Jane Tompkins 
    In Lucy by the Sea, the sequel to Oh, William 
(reviewed here last year), Strout has once again 
adopted a plain, down-to-earth manner. The 
speaker sounds neither highly educated nor very 
articulate, but comes across as an ordinary person with no 
claim to being special. If anything, the tone is more flat-
footed than ever. But the enterprise is not pedestrian.  
   This time, Strout uses her style as a tool to dig down to the 
very bottom of her experience, allowing her to convey with-
out the slightest authorial flourish what, exactly, that experi-
ence was. She registers her feelings in such a straightforward 
way that we have to believe her, and in a form so raw that it 
defies interpretation or commentary. Certainly, she offers 
none. But around each blunt description there hangs an air of 
mute challenge, as if to say, what do you make of that, 
smarty pants? Her refusal to analyze or draw conclusions 
challenges us to try. Whether or not there is a meaning, we 
don’t know.   
   The story concerns an aging woman novelist who’s been 
“rescued” by her ex-husband, William (of Oh, William), from 
the depredations of the corona virus which has just hit Man-
hattan where they both maintain apartments. A biomedical 
researcher who presumably knows what’s what, he scoops 
her up and takes her to a house he’s rented on the coast of 
Maine where they hole up until the pandemic subsides. Both 
are single. William has been left by his third wife, and Lu-
cy’s second husband, for whom she is still in mourning, died 
a year back.       
   At first, Lucy’s misery as she lives through the freezing 
Winter alone with her ex, longing for Manhattan, dominates 
the narrative. The highlights of her day are a walk to the 
beach in the morning and another long walk in the afternoon. 
Her successful career as a novelist plays a very small role in 
her account of herself. After a while, William rents a studio 
for her in town where she can go to write and that provides 
relief from her sense of imprisonment and isolation, but it’s 
peripheral to her main concerns.   
   While William and Lucy are in Maine, their elder daughter 
becomes pregnant, then has a series of miscarriages, becomes 
estranged from her husband and wants to have an affair with 
another man; the younger daughter, who has been doing so-
cial work, breaks up with her boyfriend and not long after 
that is admitted to Yale Law School. Lucy’s deep attachment 
to her daughters make her vulnerable to the piercing joy and 
wrenching sorrow that come up in response to the changes in 
their lives. There’s nothing she can do. From time to time, 

a dark closet to maximize 12 hours dark time in October. 
  On the 12th I instantly decided to walk the Rail Trail & Bullet Hole 
Trail, even though it was after 4 pm when I departed to drive there. 
Heavy clouds made the day close out quickly, and from the time I 
left the car till coming back down the steep part of Bullet Hole, I 
was walking very fast. I frequently couldn’t see the trail descending 
Bullet Hole and was often taking mincing steps. By the time I joined 
the Rail Trail it was so dark I was straining to see reflections of the 
dark cloudy skies on the darker ground to avoid walking through 
puddles. 
   Today, November 15th, returning from my bi-monthly trip to the 
big town (Margaretville), I walked the Palmer Hill Trail loops. What 
a difference walking by daylight! What a beautiful planet we have 

here. A number of times I actually 
had prolonged stops of the chatter in 
my brain and merged with the ener-
gies of life surrounding me. Moving 
through the earth tone landscape 
(once again), broken only by the 
green of majestic spruce and the light-
er green lichen growing on their 
branches, as well as snow sitting 
along the tops of stone walls, cupped 
in curled leaves, adorning thick beds 
of moss, the exclamation point of the 
day exploded. While negotiating a 
passage through a stone wall, there lay 
a single scarlet hawthorn berry on one 
of the rocks. My universe pulsed, then 
returned to perfect calm. 
   Sun Ra says, space is the place, but 
Andes also rocks.~ 

ANDES ALSO ROCKS (Continued from page 3) 

BOOK REVIEW: LUCY BY THE SEA by Elizabeth Strout 
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85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

 

Open 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Mondays & Tuesdays 
  

 

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

ME AND MY CARS 
By Judy Garrison 
  It came to me while serenely driving my 
pretty blue, low-gas-mileage Subaru Cross-
trek—a lease of one year so far without 
letting me down once—that I should allow 
myself to feel an infusion of gratitude. My 
recent cars, seemingly good purchases at 
the time, became fraught with problems, 
including those anxiety-inducing dash-
board warnings that persist despite reassur-
ances from mechanics that they portend 
nothing. My mind on this scenic section of 
State 28, as I swirled comfortably around 
familiar curves, swung back to the automo-
biles of my adulthood. 
   In the 70s husband Mila and I were par-
tial to our vintage Cadillac and 1954 
Chrysler which I spiffily re-upholstered 
with a plush dark green fabric bought on 
Orchard Street. Even the pickup we drove 
for building supplies was a vintage Chevy. 
In 1979 I justified a sporty brand-new pur-
chase, an orange and white International 
Scout 4-wheel drive that matched my new 
real estate signs and would enable me to 
show property to customers off road. I 
could amortize the cost as a business ex-
pense. 
  In the 80s, after a used midnight blue 
Volvo bit the dust, we gravitated to a Nis-
san Sentra, and then, as driving my 3 kids 
and their friends to games and activities 
became the everyday focus, a Stanza wag-
on. Harold Leitenberger, owner of Tread-

well Carburetor, our go-to mechanic, 
was dismayed we’d decamped to Japa-
nese vehicles, but obligingly still worked 
on them. He would patiently wait for our 
delayed payments as we would wait to 
move up in line for repairs. 
  When I left Treadwell and re-located to 
Andes for an all-adult life, I was thrilled 
to acquire a sporty red Saab with leather 
seats. Stick-shift driving on our hilly 
terrain was fun again. When the clutches 
began sequentially falling out, however, 
I was cast adrift in a sea of emotional 
insecurity. (I finally located a mechanic 
with the correct wrench, Especially Swe-
dish in Woodstock, though the 3 previ-
ous ones had sworn they were experts on 
foreign cars). Marty Donnelly’s daugh-
ter, Ellen, rescued me once, forlorn and 
thumb out, my undriveable Saab stuck in 
the culvert on Route 28.  
  Sporty vehicles no longer a lure, I 
moved to owning a series of very pedes-
trian Ford Tauruses. Even a white one, a 
color I swore I’d never own. But Scott 
Lewis had, unbidden, driven it to my 
door and, needing an immediate replace-
ment, I caved. I’d see movies portraying 
pusillanimous men in seedy suits driv-
ing—get the joke everyone?—a Taurus, 
but I was resolute in my newfound dedi-
cation to practical and reliable. Style and 
status be damned.  
  But then, needing an immediate re-
placement car in snowy early Winter (I 

was told—erroneously, it turned out— by 
my mechanic that the essential part was no 
longer being made and I should junk the 
car), I slid into a shiny dark gray Subaru. 
Why had it taken me so long to embrace the 
perfect car for our time and place?  Enam-
ored by the heated seats and the promise of 
safety with its all-wheel drive—I put down 
my money on the spot. 
  Over time I swore by my auto mechan-
ics—their expertise, their helpfulness, in 
some cases their gift of gab. I’d used Heinz 
at BMW in Bovina, County Tire in Delhi, 
Burgin’s in Franklin, Brookside and H& H 
in Margaretville and, most recently—until 
being committed through my lease contract 
to 5-Star Subaru—Mid-County Auto & 
Glass. There was always a good reason to 
switch out, but while the romance lasted, 
my mechanics were my serial saviors in 
greasy Carhart. 
  Mid-County Auto & Glass staff—despite 
the owners’ vocally-expressed politics be-
ing light-years apart from my own—were a 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Mountain View Property Management

 

          Lawn Maintenance               Snow Removal              Culvert Pipes 

          Planting/Mulching                Brush Hogging              French Drains 

          Tree & Shrub Planting          Post Holes                     General Construction

          Bulldozing & Grading          Gutter Cleaning            Painting Int/Exterior

  
 
   Ryan Fleischman                                         Michael Fleischman
   Landscaping                                              General Construction
   (631)559-8008                                                       (631)926
 

 
mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com

Call/Text/Email Today!

LIBRARY NOTES 

By Pamela West-Finkle  
     Happy Holidays from all 
of us here at the Andes Pub-
lic Library! We hope you 
have a blessed and safe holi-
day season. The library 
will be closed December 
24th – 26th (since Christmas is on a Sun-
day, we will close Monday the 26th), 
and December 31st – January 2nd. 
    SANTA is coming! The community 
tree lighting in Bohlmann Park next to 
the library will take place at 5 pm on 
Saturday, December 3rd. Bring the fami-
ly to sing carols, drink hot chocolate. 
Santa will be on hand to listen to chil-
dren’s Christmas wishes. Bring cookies 
to swap and trade. A big thank you to 
Kari Haugeto for helping to coordinate 
the tree lighting and Santa visit. 
     BOOK, AUDIO BOOK & DVD 
SALE! While you are visiting the li-
brary this month, be sure to stop on the 
porch and go upstairs to see the paper-
backs, hardcovers, children’s books, 
audio books, and DVDs we have for 
sale.  Books and movies make great 
holiday gifts and only a small donation 
is needed to take home a whole bag of 
gifts to give friends and family. 
     Andes Garden Club Meeting and 
Speaker – Tuesday, December 13th 
from 5 pm to 7 pm  - The Andes Gar-
den Club will hold an open meeting at 
the Andes Public Library on Tuesday, 
December 13th from 5 to 7 pm. The fea-
tured speaker will be Ryan Trapani who 
will speak about “Trees Near Your 
Home.” Ryan is an ISA Certified Ar-
borist He’ll cover the following topics: 
What makes a healthy tree; are you and 
your tree a good match; residual tree 

maintenance; new trees; and Catskill 
Forest Association programs for you. 
      Ryan was hired as CFA’s Director 
of Forest Services in March 2017.  He 
had been Education Forester at CFA 
for the previous ten years. In addition 
to his duties as Director of Forest Ser-

vices, he also oversees the day-to-day 
activities at CFA. He is involved in the 
creation, administration, and marketing of 
the CFA’s  programs and events. Ryan 
researches forest-related topics and writes 
articles for publications such as The 
Shawangunk Journal, Kaatskill Life, The 
Walton Reporter, and CFA News. In addi-
tion, he handles the broadcast of CFA’s 
radio show “From The Forest” on WIOX 
91.3 FM. 
      If  you want to attend this presentation 
please RSVP to:  
info@andesgardenclub.org. 
     Problems using your library card 
issued digitally over the pandemic or 
problem with your 4cls account? 
      It has come to our attention that peo-
ple who signed up for a digital library 
card over the pandemic via www.4cls.org 
will need to make sure they have picked 
up their physical card, which is a different 
barcode number.  The online ordering and 
renewal system is rejecting those digitally 
issued library card numbers.  Also, if you 
are an Andes patron who hasn’t used your 
library card in the last three years, please 
call or email to be sure you’re still in the 
system.  We have had to issue a number 
of new library cards this year after we 
brought our catalog online. 
     Remember, we can also order books 
and movies for you, renew things multiple 
times, and we provide many office ser-
vices such as faxing, color and black and 

white copying, scanning, laminating, space 
for in-person or digital meetings, and 
straighten out anything having to do with 
your Four County Library account. We also 
answer reference questions, local history 
questions, give technical and device sup-
port, and even provide a listening ear for 
those just needing some company.  Please 
call 845-676-3333 or an.ill@4cls.org.  Most 
services are available Monday through Fri-
day during open hours. Saturdays are run by 
volunteers. 
Programs and Clubs: 

Lit WitsBook Club, 4:30 pm on the 
first Thursday of the month 
Stitch Witches Club, 2nd and 4th Mon-
day at 2 pm 
NEW:  Andes Garden Club & DelCo 
PRIDE meetings TBA 
Story and Music Time, Wednesdays 
11 am (Returning to In-Person) 

Upcoming Programs (please inquire if inter-
ested): Teen Book Club, Game night, 
Mountain Dulcimer lessons with Bill Duke, 
guitar and voice lessons with Miss Pam 

Again, wishing you the happiest of hol-
iday seasons!  “God Bless Us, Every One!” 
(Tiny Tim, Dicken’s A Christmas Carol).~ 

“
a farming valley of the Catskill Moun-
tains....

Silver Dollar Girls
DiBenedetto

Available
Thriftbooks.com

Notice of Snow 
Removal 

 

There will be NO PARKING 
from 11 PM-7 AM starting De-
cember 1st and ending April 
1st on Route 28 within the 
Hamlet of Andes for snow re-
moval.  

mailto:info@andesgardenclub.org
http://www.4cls.org
mailto:an.ill@4cls.org
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Mountain View Property Management 

 

Lawn Maintenance               Snow Removal              Culvert Pipes  

Planting/Mulching                Brush Hogging              French Drains  

Tree & Shrub Planting          Post Holes                     General Construction 

Bulldozing & Grading          Gutter Cleaning            Painting Int/Exterior 

Ryan Fleischman                                         Michael Fleischman 
Landscaping                                              General Construction 

8008                                                       (631)926-2206 

mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com 
Call/Text/Email Today! 

New Books 

A Heart Full of Headstones 
by Ian Rankin 

After Lives 
by Abdulrazak Gurnah 

The Boys From Biloxi 
by John Grisham 

Collateral Damage 
by Judith Jance 

Death in Her Hands 
by Ottessa Moshfegh 

Desert Star 
by Michael Connelly 

Earth’s the Right  
Place for Love 

by Elizabeth Berg 

Extraordinary Life of an  
Ordinary Man 

by Paul Newman 

Hang the Moon 
by Jeannette Walls 

The House of Wolves 
by James Patterson 

 
Please join the Andes Society 
for History and Culture for our 
traditional soup and bread night. 
Saturday December 3, from 5 
pm at the Hunting Tavern. 
 
Enjoy sharing a hearty bowl of 
soup and bread with your friends 
and neighbors as a start to the 
holiday season. 

HUNTING TAVERN NEWS 

I Will Find You 
by Harlan Coben 

Killers of a Certain Age 
by Deanna Raybourn 

Let’s Explore Diabetes with 
Owls And other Stories 

by David Sedaris 

Livid: a Scarpetta Novel 
by Patricia Cornwell 

Mad Honey 
by Jodi Picoult 

Murder at Black Oaks:  
a Robin Lockwood Novel 

by Jeannette Walls 

No Plan B: A Jack  
Reacher novel 

by Lee & Andrew Child 

Old Babes in the Wood: 
Stories 

by Margaret Atwood 

The Rabbit Hutch 
by Tess Gunty 

Red Pill Gospel 
by Forrest Maready 

Robert Ludlum’s the  
Blackbriar Genesis 
By Simon Gervais 

So Shall You Reap 
by Donna Leon 

They Knew 
By Sarah Kendzior 

Thief of Fate 
by Jude Deveraux 

The Tribal Instinct 
by Forrest Maready 

Triple Cross 
by James Patterson 

Visual Thinking 
by Temple Grandin 

When McKinsey  
Comes to Town 

by Walt Bogdanich &  
Michael Forsythe 

Worthy Opponents 
by Danielle Steel 

You Are Not Alone 
by Ken Duckworth, MD 

GREAT CHRISTMAS 
GIFT IDEA! 

“A decades-old family secret is hidden in 
a farming valley of the Catskill Moun-
tains....” 

Silver Dollar Girls, a novel by Margaret 
DiBenedetto  

Available at:  
Thriftbooks.com  

 
Community Christmas Cantata 

 

“THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM” 
 

7 pm on Sunday, December 18, 2022 
at the Presbyterian Church of Andes 

Director: Diane Krick 
Narrator: Joe Grieco 

 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  

At THE METHODIST 
CHURCH in ANDES 

 

Saturday, December 3,  
from 11 am - 3 pm 

 

Crafts and White Elephant  
Tables 

 

Take-out BBQ Chicken and 
Pork Loin Dinners 

 

Bake Sale! 
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By Diane Lockspeiser  
   The mural in the library is coming 
along “slowly but slowly,” as my hus-
band would say. It’s the Catskills, after 
all. No “New York minute” around here! 
Rip Van Winkle is just waking up in the 
scene after sleeping 20 years. Hopefully I 
won’t take that long! 
   So far, besides old Rip with wild straw-
berries and a mouse at his feet, there is a 
gnome, a Calico Indian, a black bear, a 
raccoon, a house wren, and a rabbit scat-

tered throughout 
the picture, with a 
scene from the 
Anti-Rent Wars 
developing in the 
background. At 
some point I need 
to add Rocky and 
Adrian. 
   No, I am not 
referring to the 
boxer and his 
wife from the 

movies, but to the one rooster and one 
hen that is all I have left after a Spring 
and Summer of constant chicken loss-
es, mostly thanks to foxes being fond 

CATSKILLS CHARACTERS 

SLUITER 

INSURANCE ♦ FINANCIAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 170, 761 Main Street, Margaretville, NY 12455-0170 

Phone: 845 586-2641 ♦ Fax: 845 586-3809 

AGENCY, INC. 

  

MOUNTAINEER TRACKS 
By Catherine Barber-Graves, Interim Su-
perintendent 
   We will be combining our Senior Citizen 
Brunch with our Veterans Day celebration 
on Thursday, December 8th at 10 am. This 
will be for any of our veterans and for any 
Andes resident age 55 or older.  This is a 
way for us to show our appreciation for all 
your support through the years. The entire 
school looks forward to this day.  If you 
would like to attend the dinner, please call 
the school and leave us your name so that 
we can be sure to have abundant food avail-
able.  
   Our students have lost so many opportuni-

ties over the last couple of years, but we 
were able to provide lots of fun events 
on Halloween.  We would like to thank 
the Andes branch of Wayne Bank and 
the Andes Public Library for inviting 
our littlest ones to visit them during 
their parade through town.  We were 
able to host a mini Haunted House and 
Dance. It was such a great time for all.  
We also did a school-wide field trip to 
Proctor’s Theatre to see Aladdin, which 
was enjoyed by all. 
    I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish you all a wonderful holiday sea-
son!  Please stay safe and healthy.~ 

of chicken dinners. 
   The rooster looks exactly like one who 
used to follow me around years ago 
when I helped at the farm on Long Is-
land. They had named that rooster 
Rocky because of the breed being 
Barred Rock, and I decided to follow 
suit. Of course, the lady who never 
leaves his side has to be Adrian. These 
two never stray far from the house, or 
from people if we’re out in the fields. So 
I suppose that’s why they’re the last 
ones remaining. 
   The Long Island Rocky used to crow 
right in my face whenever I unearthed an 
insect while weeding. I’ve since learned 
that roosters crow for many reasons, and 
one is when they’ve found food. That 
explains why my Rocky crows whenever 
he goes into the coop. “Look, I found the 
food dish!”~ 

TODAY IN LOCAL HISTORY 

FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE  
DELAWARE COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

1st printed in the Catskill Mountain News of 
November 9, 1923 and reprinted in the Del-

aware Republican Newspaper  

November 17, 1923 - Ku Klux Klan active 
on Election Night! 

Also included below is an image of a KKK 
robe and hood from DCHA's own collec-
tions. We believe it was worn locally. 

If nothing else, it's a reminder to us that the 
past was not all rosy!~ 
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By Gloria McLean 
   The seasons are changing fast now, but I’m remembering 
how exhilarating it was to produce and be a part of the 2nd Del-
aware County Dance & Film Festival this past Summer here in 
Andes.  The Andes Dance Collective, led by dancer/
choreographers Gloria McLean and Columbine Macher, and 
composer/musician Marshall Coid, once again brought new 
dance and music to our area, producing two weekend work-
shops and two very special performances. Dancers came from 
New York City, Margaretville, Massachusetts, Maryland and 
Germany to participate in the workshop which was designed by 
the trio of directors as a flexible but repeatable “score” fulfilled 
in the time of the workshops (July 21-24 and August 4-7).                                         
    The piece was titled “Movimage” and was built on the idea 
of using imagery from movies as a jumping off place for the 
dance. Enhanced by the creativity and performances of guest 
professional dancers Joy McEwen and Maxine Steinman and 
percussionist Michael Suchorsky, “Movimage” developed into 
a satisfying experiment in group participatory creativity and 
character study. The 
dance was presented 
on July 23 in Mar-
garetville at the Open 
Eye Theater in pro-
scenium form, with 
the group of 10 danc-
ers and 2 musicians 
filling the small stage 
with intensity. The 
work was altered in 
the second workshop 
and then repeated in 
Roxbury at the 
Kirkside Park Pavil-
ion on August 6, 
where it was trans-
formed yet again by 
the magnificent 
greenery of the out-
door environment, 
and yet retained the playful yet serious undercurrents of the 
imagery each performer embodied in their characters.  
    The musical score written by Marshall Coid for violin, voice, 
& percussion created a wonderfully structured sonic environ-
ment. The dancers included Casey Christiansen, Megan Lighty, 
Anne-Sophie Hirshberger, Constance Clare-Newman, Ben Dol-
phin, Jaya Kanale, JoAnna Powell, Pamela Graham, the guest 
artists Joy McEwen and Maxine 
Steinman, and choreographers 
Macher and McLean.   
   In addition to the live perfor-
mance, dance films were shown 
featuring the work of three New 
York City based artists: Kathy 
Rose, Nancy Allison, and Lisa 
Karrer. The films by these three 
artists presented three entirely 
unique visions of the interplay 
of movement, perception and 
imagination in the medium of 
film. Our audiences also seemed 
to come from far and near, and 
stayed late sharing their 
thoughts and refreshments.  
Yes, there is Dance in Andes!~ 

DANCING IN ANDES 

right up on them.  Plant groupings of the same plant and use drifts 
of plants (especially crossing paths).  Masses of plants speak so 
much better in the landscape and make a statement from a distance, 
and most gardens get viewed more from a little distance. 

Foliage, masses, natural materials, structure and line are my part-
ing words.  I could go on and on with this, but the sun is setting.  
My email address is mel@zone4landscapes.com if you want to dis-
cuss any of my opinions or just ask questions.  Get out in the gar-
den! 

Mel Bellar is the owner of Zone4 Landscapes and a  
passionate Andes gardener.~ 

GARDEN THERAPY (Continued from page 2) 

A READER WRITES  
 

Andes Gazette Staff, 

I am enjoying the Dingle Hill Column.   

My husband’s family still owns their property 
on Dingle Hill.  He was raised there (Sonny 
Mincarelli). 

My parents owned "Scottys Restaurant"  
(now Rosalinos) 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
Ruth Powell 

source of great help and comfort, often fashioning frugal fixes that 
delighted me. Jim Bracci, an engaging conversationalist during 
waits, remembered I’d been his real estate agent in the late ‘70s and 
that I’d ferried around his mother; sister Mary was always a pleas-
ure to chat with; son James, now the chief honcho, had come to the 
rescue endless times for the 2 cars I was driving, always with thor-
ough and non-patronizing explanations. Once, when a solution 
eluded everyone, he shared that he’d had trouble sleeping, worrying 
about my vehicle!! How could you not love this team?   
  Back to my current dreamboat of a car (even though it lacks a fea-
ture: the button that would raise my rear hatch, like my friend Glo-
ria opted for on her Subaru). Thank you, dear Subie, for—so far, at 
least, knock on wood!—being such an ideal vehicle, looking out for 
me with lane departure and quick stop warnings, for maneuvering 
like a champ over slick roads!~  

ME AND MY CARS (Continued from page 5) 

mailto:mel@zone4landscapes.com
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