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needs to be more texturized and placed 
on the exterior. No matter what you do 
on the inside, the reflective glass tricks 
birds into thinking they are flying into 
space, not a window. Any barrier to win-
dow strikes has to be on the outside. 

   What to do? For years my grandkids and 
I painted fun and colorful scenes on the 
lower windows of our house with washa-
ble kid paints; effective, but not feasible 
for the upper windows. Ads in bird maga-
zines ironically sell very pretty “bird 
proof” window stickers that purport to 
save countless bird lives. They generally 
don’t work. A more expensive line of UV 
stickers and gel can be purchased for the 
outside of the windows that works for a 
short time, then you have to spend more 
money and do it all over again. Which is 
not so easy when sitting on an upper story 
windowsill, with the top half of your body 
hanging 20 feet above the ground. A bet-
ter, effective strategy is called an acopian 
barrier which I discovered when said 
grandkids got bored with the whole “let’s 
paint with Grandma” thing.   
   The acopian method works like this: I 
stapled 5’ lengths of black parachute cord 
every 4” across my 28” wide by 5’ high 
windows. I have not had a bird strike on 
those windows since. The cord hangs 

loosely at the bottom, 
sways in subtle breezes, 
and is not obtrusive. Lucki-
ly our house is, shall we 
say, lived-in, with old board 
siding that makes it easy to 
nail or staple up whatever 
we want to, and who cares 
what it looks like? But a 
fancier home might need 

more finesse to install an acopian barrier; 
still, though, not difficult to do. The black 
cord makes the windows look kind of 
artsy, not trashy, at least not to me, and I 
bet not to the birds. 
   But here I am, in an emergency situation. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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By Peg DiBenedetto 
  Wham! Wham! 
Two projectile missiles hit the 
upstairs window. No dead 
bodies this time. But they hit 
hard. Upon the glass are faint 
outlines and a bit of residual feather fluff. I 
thought these particular windows were out 
of the line of fire. But my bird-feeding 
husband has moved the feeder pole, from 
which hang various attractive and unattrac-
tive seed receptacles. He’s moved it closer 
to the house, farther from the stone wall 
that acrobatic squirrels have used for years 
to fling themselves from, in what seemed 
hazardous and hilarious bodily contortions 
onto our feeding station for the purpose of 
consuming wondrous and expensive 
amounts of black oil sunflower seeds. 
Now, said feeding station is positioned 
differently in regards to the house, and 
now, apparently, these windows are at an 
aspect that birds cannot perceive as win-
dows. They catch reflections of the trees 
near the wall and the birds are unintention-
ally, yet cleverly, drawn to them with the 
promise of a whole new forest beyond. So 
they fly full speed ahead, then Wham! into 
the glass. What an abrupt and painful sur-
prise that must be. Anyone walked into a 
closed sliding glass door lately? 

   Letting the birds know a window—a 
glass barrier—exists, requires an indica-
tion of depth. A window indicator placed 
on the outside of the glass indicates “not 
open space.” It’s why, after walking into a 
closed sliding glass door, a person realizes 
the value of stickers. But for birds, the clue 

FROM DINGLE HILL: For The Birds ERMINE 

By Ann Roberti 
On a crisp, cold day just before Thanks-

giving, many members of the original An-
des Hikers gathered (along with Jack’s son 
Kris) to have a memorial hike and tailgate 
to honor Jack McShane who brought us all 
together so many years ago.  As we were 
finishing the hike and nearing the trail-
head, we were stopped in our tracks by the 
sight of a beautiful 
white ermine run-
ning back and forth 
through brush sur-
rounding an old 
dead spruce tree.  
We were amazed 
that the ermine had-
n’t just fled at the 
approach of all 
these people and 
two very interested 
dogs. We watched 
in amazement as it 
kept darting here 
and there until fi-
nally we saw it grab 
a mouse that it had 
obviously already 
hunted and killed 
and probably drop-
ped when it got startled by all those hu-
mans.  That determined little creature was 
not going to give up its hard-won meal 
even with all that commotion around us.  

What made the incident even more en-
tertaining to me was that I know that Jack 
had a lively disagreement with his friend 
Jeff about ermine.  Jeff Ditchek once told 
Jack he had seen one at his pond and Jack 
told him he was mistaken, that we don’t 
have ermine around here.  Jeff and Jack 
were equally adamant in their positions 
until other confirmed ermine sightings in 
Andes finally convinced Jack. I’d never 
seen an ermine before and was thrilled to 
get to see this one.  It was so fitting that 
this beautiful and fascinating creature 
should show up on Jack’s memorial hike 
and it was just the kind of story I would 
have called Jack to tell him about. And it 
would probably made and have appear-
ance in one of his columns! 

The American Ermine, also known as 
American Stoat, is one of the many species 
in the mustelid family. Ermine range 
throughout Canada, northern North Ameri-
ca and northern Eurasia. These chocolate 
brown weasels change to white in the 
Winter, with a black tipped tail. They 
range in size from a little less than a pound 
to a little more than 4 pounds. Like most 
weasels, ermine are fierce little predators 
and are excellent mousers. And, of course, 
we all know ermine as the fur of royalty. ~  
 

USFWS Mountain-Prairie, 
Public domain, via Wiki-
media Commons 
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TAB CONSTRUCTION PRESENTS PLAN FOR OLD TOWN GARAGE 

JOHN REYNOLDS TO RETIRE FROM PLANNING BOARD 

By Peter Calvert 
   Andes Planning Board, December 12, Board: Frank Winkler, 
Chair, John Reynolds, Bill Palmer, Harland Dye, Katherine 
“Cricket” Keys, Joanne Callahan. Excused: Art Reed. Assist-
ing: JoAnn Boerner, Clerk, Kent Manuel, DelCo Planning 
Board, and Al Mohr, Town C.E.O. Present: Travis Balcom, 
TAB Construction, Bud Gladstone, Town Supervisor, Peter 
Calvert, Andes Gazette. 
   Travis Balcom presented his application for remodeling of 
the Old Town Garage on Route 28 just outside the Hamlet. He 
had the highest sealed bid on the property earlier this year. He 
plans to run his 3 everyday businesses out of there: TAB Con-
struction; TAB Thermal; and TAB Disposal. Minimal external 
changes will remove two small structures from each side of the 
building and replace the entranceway with blacktop paving, 
landscaping, and a modest-sized sign. The building will get a 
new roof and new siding and a rear mezzanine loft at the back. 
A construction assistance Restore New York Communities Ini-
tiative Grant is being sought in conjunction with the Town 
through the MARK Project. Application must go in late Janu-
ary 2023.  
   Water runoff from the blacktop must be assessed as the brook 
runs behind the property, but overall the project does not re-

quire a Special Use Permit (SUP) as the function of the building 
is ongoing and has been in use over the previous two years for 
storage. Planning Board waived the need for SUP. Bud will fol-
low up with the Town Board.   
   “John Reynolds is retiring from the Planning Board.  He 
has served our town for over 40 years (as well as being our voice 
on the County Planning Board.)  I know I have relied on his ex-
cellent knowledge and memory.  His demeanor has always made 
him a pleasure to work with.  I relied on his input.  He will be 
missed by all of us.  Fortunately, he will still be a member of our 
community,” Frank Winkler, Chair, announced. 
  This was announced in Executive Session, but Winkler subse-
quently shared with the Gazette the process going forward. Over 
the next few months, the Town Board will vote among the candi-
dates on John Reynold's replacement on the Planning 
Board.  Candidates need to be actively dedicated to our commu-
nity. Incidentally, no one currently on the board lives in the 
Hamlet. It could be helpful to have an ear on the Hamlet’s pre-
sent concerns and aspirations for the future: parking; speeding; 
noise; commerce; and activities.  Any interested resident of the 
Hamlet or Town should write a Letter of Interest to Bud Glad-
stone, Town Board Supervisor.~  

MARK PROJECT DESCRIBES GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR LARGE  
TOWN 2023 BUDGET WAS APPROVED, BELOW 2% TAX CAP 

By Peter Calvert 
Town of Andes Board, November 
10th  2022  
  Privilege of the floor: The MARK 
Project’s Interim Director Peg Ells-
worth made a presentation. She recom-
mended that a construction assistance 
Restore New York Communities Initia-
tive Grant be sought in conjunction 
with the Town through the MARK Pro-
ject.  These projects can range up to 2 
million dollars for large-scale construc-
tion. A possible project the Board dis-
cussed is the Old Town Garage that is 
being remodeled for re-use by TAB 
Construction. The Board will evaluate 
that project and other potential projects 

as the application deadlines are ap-
proaching rapidly. 
 Budget: Followed a Public Hear-
ing that had no community com-
ments. Town 2023 Budget was ap-
proved. The tax increase will be 
1.90% which is below the 2% tax 
cap. Total budget is $2,260,030. The 
bids for snow removal, gas, and oil 
contracts were also approved. 
  Highway Report: by John Bouton, 
The Highway Department acquired a 
new truck, a 2017 Ford F550 with 
Plow Wing and Slide-in Sander for 
$55,000 from Town of Kortright. 
Road crew also cleared out beaver 
dams on Wolf Hollow Road.~  
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ALLISON OIL, INC. 
 

Fuel Oil & Kerosene 
 

815 Lower Dingle Hill Rd, Andes, NY 13731 
 

Call (845) 676-HEAT (4328) 
 

Why Pay More? 
Serving Delaware & Ulster Counties 

HEAP Accepted                                    CREDIT CARDS Accepted 

ening to engulf coastal cities. These instances show that climate-
friendly decision-making at the highest levels must be not only in-
centivized by financial gain, but also, ideally, transformed by the 
realization that there will be no world where dollars matter if those 
dollars are not immediately invested in preventing its demise. 
   The Ministry learns that the more clean energy the world has at its 
disposal, the more it can do to mitigate damage already done. For 
instance, substitutes for the fossil fuels used in automobiles and 
home heating can also be used in projects like desalinization. As the 
world becomes more aware of the need to reduce carbon emissions, 
its practices change across the board—in agriculture, in transporta-
tion, in manufacturing. And these changes produce alterations at 
other levels as well—re-forestation, flood prevention, wild-life pro-
tection. There comes to be a sort of unified consciousness, it would 
seem, that sets off—the relationship is never quite spelled out—
revolutionary social changes such as issuing global passports to ref-
ugees, universal basic income, universal employment, and, get this, 
guaranteed basic services like housing, health care, and education. 
Seem improbable? Yes. But the vision is compelling. Don’t all hu-
man beings deserve these things? Another by-product of the emerg-
ing shift in values is an organization called Half-Earth, dedicated to 
preserving half of the world’s livable land mass for animals.        
   Kim Stanley Robinson is an ecologically minded science fiction 
writer who is used to creating imaginary worlds, most notably in his 
Mars trilogy, where he writes brilliantly about  the geological con-
formation of the planet, the technical solutions earth-men have de-
vised to withstand its hostile climate, and the variety of political 
structures that evolved there as settlement progressed. The novels 
are mind-expanding and entertaining in equal measure. This present 
work, however, is on another level: It is a must-read. It’s not an easy 
read, but the pay-off is tremendous. Barack Obama said it was one 
of his favorite books of 2020. Ezra Klein wrote of it: “If I could get 
policymakers, and citizens, everywhere to read just one book this 
year, it would be Kim Stanley Robinson’s The Ministry for the 
Future.” It raised my consciousness by several notches. If you 
care at all about the environment, I suggest you read it, too.~ 

Reviewed by Jane Tompkins 
   A work of tremendous scope and ambition, 
this novel dares to imagine what it would take to 
protect the entire world from environmental col-
lapse. Not in a hand-waving, presto change-o 
way, but by taking practical problems like the 
burning of fossil fuels and the melting of the ice-caps and pro-
posing concrete technical solutions for them. It addresses 
problems of political leadership and outdated economic and 
social assumptions as well. It does so by following a range of 
first-person narrators whose lives have been impacted by envi-
ronmental degradation or whose work involves solving the 
problems that caused it. The whole structure is held together 
by these narrative threads. 
   The first person we meet is a man named, Frank Bascombe, 
sole survivor of a catastrophic heat wave in India that killed 20 
million people. Traumatized by the experience, unable to lead 
a normal life, he kidnaps the book’s main character, Mary 
Murphy, who directs the Ministry for the Future, an agency set 
up by the countries who signed the original Paris Agreement: 
its mission, to preserve the planet for future generations. He 
never harms her, but rants and raves, telling her she’s not do-
ing enough. She knows he’s right. As agency director, she will 
pioneer experiments that eventually change the trajectory of 
the earth’s climate. The novel’s power derives from its drama-
tization of these changes, in all their specificity and scope.  
  On a personal level, when Mary Murphy goes somewhere, 
she doesn’t travel on airplanes or steamships but in airships 
like blimps which do not burn fuel oil, and ocean-going ves-
sels powered by a combination of electricity and wind. When 
she buys an apartment, Mary, the modest consumer, chooses 
the attic of an old house where she can stand up straight only 
when standing in the middle of it. No fancy apartment or sec-
ond home. On a professional level, she proposes that govern-
ments issue a new currency called carbon coins—equivalent in 
value to the US dollar—to businesses that can prove they have 
reduced their carbon footprint by a certain amount. By making 
it more profitable not to use carbon-based energy than to go on 
polluting the air and raising the temperature, this policy catch-
es on.     
   In the financial realm, Mary convinces the central banks of 
the world’s largest nations to abandon the traditional goal of 
keeping their nations’ currencies stable and to invest in costly 
experimental operations that, it is hoped, will help save the 
planet. One of these, as described by a geo-engineer who loves 
the Antarctic, is pumping seawater from beneath glaciers and 
spraying it across their surfaces where it will re-freeze, thus 
slowing the ice-cap melt that is killing marine life and threat-

BOOK REVIEW: The Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson  

If two bluejays have just propelled themselves with tremendous 
force into my lethal window traps, others are sure to follow. What to 
do? 
   I can’t find my black cord, but there’s some old white twine in the 
corner of the utility room. Scissors, staple gun, get to work. I cut the 
twine into lengths of the windows, then open each window, hang 
onto the windowsill, and with the top half of my body outside, 20 
feet above the ground, I somehow manage to hold each piece of 
twine just over the top of the window with one hand and 

squeeze the handle of the staple gun 
with the other (staple guns, by the 
way, were designed by men with 
strong hands for men with strong 
hands). In an hour I had accomplished 
my goal of affixing lengths of twine in 
front of each of the four 20” wide by 
32” high windows. Hurriedly fash-
ioned, not so artsy. Function over 
form, for sure. They look kind of like 
long and skinny icicles if I use my im-
agination. Maybe someday if I feel like 
risking my life again I’ll decide to up-
grade to parachute chord. However, 
they work! As far as I know, I have not 
experienced another bird strike since. 
Let me know if you need help saving 
your birds.~ 

FROM DINGLE HILL (Continued from page 2) 
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85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

 

Open 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Mondays & Tuesdays 
  

 

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

Holiday Sing-a-Long 

   On Tuesday evening, December 13th, 52 ACS students from Pre-K to 8th grade, ably introduced by a contingent from the High 
School, brought the holiday spirit alive.  Girls in swirly skirts and boys in Santa caps and flashing Christmas tree lights sang out 
lustily in a series of Winter songs and led an eager audience in. carols from Jingle Bells and Frosty the Snowman to Silent Night. 
Ms. Susie Little came out of retirement to lead the performance, as sparkling and resourceful today as she was during her 32 years 
as our beloved Kindergarten teacher. Ms. Sharon Tucker took the photos.~  
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Mountain View Property Management

 

          Lawn Maintenance               Snow Removal              Culvert Pipes 

          Planting/Mulching                Brush Hogging              French Drains 

          Tree & Shrub Planting          Post Holes                     General Construction

          Bulldozing & Grading          Gutter Cleaning            Painting Int/Exterior

  
 
   Ryan Fleischman                                         Michael Fleischman
   Landscaping                                              General Construction
   (631)559-8008                                                       (631)926
 

 
mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com

Call/Text/Email Today!

LIBRARY NOTES 

By Pamela West-Finkle 
   Welcome to 2023!  May it 
be a year filled with blessings 
and hope. We could use a few 
blessings and we can never 
have too much hope. It has 
been a dark few years, but it is 
my experience that whenever humanity 
faces a global struggle, 

great art is 
born after. 
The thou-
sands of 
books on 
our 
shelves 
speak of 
tales and 
stories, 
fantasti-
cal and 
true, re-
assuring 
us that 
this too 
shall 
pass. 

   Meanwhile, our community grows, em-
bracing a new sense of self, and old past 
times find new meaning.  On December 
3rd, we invited the community to join us in 
lighting the evergreen tree in Bohlmann 
Park. The weather cleared just in time for 
Santa’s arrival and a jubilant round of fa-
vorite holiday songs as we processed from 
the park to the library for hot chocolate 
and treats. Santa listened to Christmas 
wishes in the children’s room while I sang 
from the circulation desk, occasionally 
rustling up a few other carolers to sing 
with me. Kari Haugeto, my cheer-meister 

cohort, stopped by between bustling 
from here and there, to sing lovely har-
monies.  Afterwards, many made their 
way over to the Hunting Tavern for a 
comforting bowl of hot soup.  
   On December 13th, the Andes Garden 
Club held their December meeting at the 

library and had a good turnout for their 
speaker, arborist Ryan Trapani, who 
talked about the trees around us. For any-
one wishing to join the Andes Garden 
Club, contact Tina DeSanto or message 
the garden club on Facebook. 
New Book Drop! 
   If you have been by the library recently, 
you may have noticed our fancy new book 
drop.  This will provide more protection 
and security for our materials.  This book 
drop was purchased with funds provided 
last year by Assemblyman Brian Miller. 
Please do not use the old drop box to re-
turn materials; however, this box can now 
be used for porch pickup orders and small 
package deliveries. 
Looking ahead… 
   Just to give every-
one the heads up, I 
will be having a total 
shoulder replace-
ment surgery, possi-
bly as soon as mid-
February, and I have 
been told I will have 
to take three months 
off for recuperation. 
We are currently in 
discussion with a 
couple of familiar 
faces in town to take 
over for me tempo-
rarily. We can assure 
you the library will be left in good hands, 

and I will still be available for phone tech 
assistance once I have gotten through the 
worst of my recuperation. I will be back 
manning the desk sometime in May before 
the busy summer months begin.   
All Together Now – Have an idea for a 
program? 
   This Summer’s national library theme is 
“All Together Now.”  If anyone has ideas 
for summer programming and wants to 
discuss scheduling special events or work-
shops, please reach out to me now as I 
usually schedule book events for the sum-
mer in January and write my O’Connor 
Youth Grant and Community Foundation 
Library Fund grants by February 1st. 
Programs and Clubs: 

•  LitWits Book Club, 3:30 pm on the 
first Thursday of the month.  

• Stitch Witches Club, 2nd and 4th Mon-
day at 2 pm 

• Story and Music for ages 0-7,  
Wednesday afternoons 3 pm in Janu-

ary until my surgery. Due to 
morning nap schedules and 
other early childhood pro-
grams, we are going to try 3 
pm during the month of Janu-
ary.  Depending on who takes 
over for me, we may need to 
delay story and song time dur-
ing my surgery recuperation. 
Weather reminder: 
  Now that winter is upon us, 
remember that we close the 
library for inclement weath-
er—automatically if Andes 
school closes.  Feel free to call 
before you come 845-676-3333 
and check our Facebook 
page.~ 
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Mountain View Property Management 

 

Lawn Maintenance               Snow Removal              Culvert Pipes  

Planting/Mulching                Brush Hogging              French Drains  

Tree & Shrub Planting          Post Holes                     General Construction 

Bulldozing & Grading          Gutter Cleaning            Painting Int/Exterior 

Ryan Fleischman                                         Michael Fleischman 
Landscaping                                              General Construction 

8008                                                       (631)926-2206 

mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com 
Call/Text/Email Today! 

New Books 
Abraham Lincoln: And There 

Was Light 
by Jon Meacham 

The Awakening 
by Nora Roberts 

The Bald Eagle: 
The Improbable Journey of 

America’s Bird 
by Jack Davis 

Best of Friends 
By Kamila Shamsie 

The Boys From Biloxi 
by John Grisham 

Collateral Damage 
by Judith Jance 

Disorientation 
by Elaine Hsieh Chou 

Forged in Crisis: 
The Power of Courageous 

Leadership 
In Turbulent Times 

Nancy Fowler Koehn 

HUNTING TAVERN NEWS 

The House of Wolves 
by James Patters/Mike Lupica 

I Will Find You 
by Harlan Coben 

The Last Chairlift 
by John Irving 

The Light We Carry: 
Overcoming in  

Uncertain Times 
by Michelle Obama 

Neruda on the Park 
by Cleyvis Natera 

Novelist as a Vocation 
by Haruki Murakami 

The Oldest Europeans 
by J.F. Del Giorgio 

The Passenger 
by Cormac McCarthy 

Remarkably Bright Creatures 
by Shelby Van Pelt 

Signal Fires 
by Dani Shapiro 

Solito: A Memoir 
by Javier Zamora 

The Song of the Cell: 
An Exploration of Medicine 

and the New Human 
by Siddhartha Mukherjee 

They’re Going to Love You 
by Meg Hawrey 

Trespasses 
by Louise Kennedy 

The White Lady 
by Jacqueline Winspear 

Worthy Opponents 
by Danielle Steel 

Young Mungo 
by Douglas Stuart 

 
New Movies 

Downton Abbey –  
A New Era 

 
New movies on the way! 

By Joanne Kosuda-Warner 
    On December 3rd the Andes Society 
for History and Culture hosted our last 
event of the year. Soup and Bread 
Night, a Tavern tradition, was a rousing 
success. Somewhere between 80 and 
100 Andes residents met to enjoy a free 
meal of home-made soup, bread, des-
sert, wine and mulled cider. Fires were 

set in the tap room and parlor, which 
made the place toasty and redolent of 
wood smoke. Candles leant a warm 
glow to the interior. Thank you to eve-
ryone who made soup and donated 
food. It was wonderful to see the tavern 
filled with people sharing a meal and 
enjoying each other’s company. 
    In 2023, we will turn our attention to 
the repair and renovation of the Old 

Village Fire Hall. Built in 1893, to house 
Andes’ two volunteer fire companies, the 
building sits in the heart of the village. 
Its distinctive facade houses the ASHC 
Thrift Shop, which is the main source of 
our operating in-
come. Some of 
you have already 
made a donation, 
which will be 
matched by local 
foundations. 
 Please consider 
a gift to this 
worthwhile pro-
ject, and thank 
you all for your 
support this past 
year! ~ 
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 THE WAY WE WERE 
Culled by Judy Garrison 

From January 1923 issues of  
The Andes Recorder 

100 Years Ago 
 

 

WEEK IN AND ABOUT ANDES 
 

Events of a week as chronicled by  
the Man on the Street  

 
James Miller, the young son of Robert 
J. Miller, broke his arm Wednesday 
afternoon while riding down hill on 
High street. The sled on which he was 
riding collided with the corner of his 
father’s barn and the arm was broken 
just above the wrist. 
 

Mrs. John Raitt, who lives with her son, 
Thomas Raitt, in southern Bovina, cele-
brated her 91st birthday on January 2. 
[Judy Garrison: John Raitt, local his-
torian who told much of Delhi and 
Andes history through brief story-
like accounts, was no doubt a rela-
tive. I’ve heard that the singer, Bon-
nie Raitt, was John’s cousin.] [Buffy 
Calvert: As a boy John Raitt lived on 
the farm where Mel and June Ruff 
now reside. One day John caught a 
beautiful trout. His father suggested 
he give it to Mrs. Bruce—my grand-
mother—who was ill. Reluctantly he 
did. Sometime later, after Mrs. 
Bruce’s death, her husband, Judge 
Bruce, invited young John to his 
study where he told him how much 
she had appreciated the trout and 
give him a large tin of peanuts as a 
reward.] 
 

Mt. Marcy, the highest peak in New 
York State, and the central feature of 

SLUITER 

INSURANCE ♦ FINANCIAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 170, 761 Main Street, Margaretville, NY 12455-0170 

Phone: 845 586-2641 ♦ Fax: 845 586-3809 

AGENCY, INC. 

  

Victory Mountain Park, has become 
property of the People of the State by 
deeds just given. In addition to Mt. 
Marcy the State now owns 40 of the 42 
highest mountains in the Adirondacks 
and practically none of the high peaks 
in the Catskills are now without some 
state land, either on the summit or on 
the steeper slopes. Over 20,000 acres 
has been acquired under the bond is-
sue. 
 

On the 24th of this month the men of 
Shavertown will hold an Oyster Sup-
per at Fletcher’s hall for benefit of the 
cemetery. George Fletcher has given 
the hall and 5.00 and we feel quite sure 
he will give us 10.00 for his supper, so 
we have 15. Let all the rest come and 
help. The gentlemen will wait on the 
tables and there will be 2 or 3 good 
speakers. [JG: I’m guessing that 
since oysters were still in great 
abundance in New York City, it was 
not costly to bring up huge amounts 
by train, which is why they were so 
often featured at dinners. I like that 
the men were waiting on tables.] 
 

Representative Upshaw, of Georgia, in 
a speech in the house declared that 
“bootleggers ply their devilish trade 
among too many public men in Wash-
ington,” taking a shot at Governor 
Smith of New York, who he said “took 
an oath to defend the constitution and 
then in his next breath joined the nulli-
fiers of the constitution by calling on 
Congress to allow beer and wine.” “I 
serve notice on the governor and all 
who train with him that he cannot roll 
into the White House on a beer keg or 
wine barrel—for the militant manhood 
and the emancipated womanhood of 
America will rise up and smash every 

jug and break every bottle and roll every 
beer keg and champagne barrel into the 
Atlantic ocean. The inauguration defiance 
of our national law shut the door of the 
White House forever in the face of the 
present governor of New York and other 
wet presidential aspirants.” 

  “Repeal the 18th amendment?” the Geor-
gian exclaimed, “Why you might as well 
talk about repealing the ten command-
ments of God because after thousands of 
years they are broken every day.” 

 

PALMER HILL A JONAH 

A near blizzard swept over eastern and 
northern New York state Monday, heaping 
highways and byways with snow…Andes 
was in the storm belt and around a foot of 
the beautiful has fallen. Aside from Palm-
er Hill there has been no great difficulty 
experienced in traveling with sleigh or 
auto. Palmer Hill, even with a new state 
road, has kept up its reputation. Autos 
which tried to buck the drifts failed to 
climb the western slope. The Delhi-
Arkville bus failed on the morning trip but 
with the aid of shovelers was able to make 
the afternoon and have made every trip 
since, and is the only auto that is able to 
make the hill. Sheffield Smith with his big 
truck with a load of household good tried 
to surmount the drifts and had to turn 
around and came back to Andes and un-
loaded as did also a Ford truck. 
 

What does a New York City man know 
about agriculture, and yet one heads the 
senate agriculture committee at Albany. 
 

James D. Calhoun Post has received the 
new furnishings for their rooms over the 
Big Store. 
 

If icicles are an indication of the depth of 
snow that we are to have this winter, it 
will mean a record breaker as many icicles 
are from 8 to 10 feet in length. [JG: Is 
anyone familiar with the predictive val-
ue of icicles? It’s new to me.] 
 

Ellsworth Reynolds has sold his residence 
at Fleischmanns to Manuel Kline for  
$9,000, and has accepted a position with a 
large realty firm in New York City. He 
came to Fleischmanns 32 years ago with-
out a dollar and has been one of the live 
wires of that section. Among other things 
he has built over a quarter of a million 
dollars of houses and hotels. [JG: Fleisch-
manns was known for the abundance of 
hotels and seasonal boarding houses.]~ 
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By Diane Lockspeiser  
  For most of my life I've used the quiet time in January, after 
all the holiday activities are done, to plan my garden for the 
coming year, taking stock of what viable seeds I have on hand 
and buying what I need or want. I prefer to buy organic seeds 
because I figure it means fewer poisons going into the environ-
ment to grow them, and I prefer to buy from smaller companies 
when I can. 
   Back when my garden was much MUCH smaller, I would 
just pick from whatever was available in the store. These were 
usually offerings from the larger corporations like Burpee and 
Seeds of Change (owned by Mars, Inc), but I was able to get 
some items from a small developing company in Vermont 
called High Mowing Seeds. They were available at the local 
fresh egg and poultry farm store I often shopped at (yes, such 
things do manage to exist even in the suburbs of Long Island). 
   When we moved here and my garden grew substantially larg-
er and more ambitious, I started perusing all the seed and plant 
catalogs that arrived in the mail in January, and ordered from 
them. I mostly settled into companies located in California. 
   During the disruptions of the pandemic, the western wildfires, 
and in one case severe illness (the owner only started growing 
organically in the first place because of a cancer diagnosis), 
those sources either went out of business or started selling only 
to commercial farmers. I made do with whatever I had or could 
find in the store. 
   Searching online last year, I found that little company from 
Vermont (despite not remembering their name!) and ordered a 
catalog. By then, they were out of stock of many of the items I 
wanted. 
   SO, this year when the catalog arrived in early December, I 
made the time to put in my order right away. Everything was in 
stock (yay!) and I already have most of them. 
   In the spirit of getting to things early, I also made my swap at 
the library seed exchange. I love 
it mostly for trying out new 
plants, since there are little pack-
ets to fill with just a few seeds. 
If you have a pole, fence, or trel-
lis in the sun, try out my heir-
loom string beans. They are so 
easy to continue every year that 
I haven't bought string bean 
seeds in over 20 years!~ 

THE CHANGE OF SEEDS 

GREAT GIFT IDEA! 
“A decades-old family secret is hidden in a farming 
valley of the Catskill Mountains....” 

Silver Dollar Girls, a novel by Margaret DiBene-
detto  

Available at:  
Thriftbooks.com  
thewildlifestories.com 
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