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DANA’S  PLACE: “MY HAPPY PLACE” 

cient working of the kitchen. I’m 
sure they appreciate as well her 
high standards for cleanliness 
and how she works side by side 
with staff, her readiness to do all 
the jobs she delegates. 
   In choosing a mix of high 
tops, a curved bar and booths 
she was clearly aware of the 
variety of patron preferences. 
In creating an Old World dé-
cor with humorous accents 
(George Washington and 
Ben Franklin blowing bub-
bles) she acknowledges in-
valuable help from Zee of 
Argyle Farms. Veteran con-
tractor Ed Leal along with 
son Marshall (unsurprisingly!) did 
the construction.  
   Dana is modest about the food offer-
ings, which she refers to as “pub grub,” 
but I’ve heard many favorable com-
ments from patrons. I’m set to try the 
fish & chips, the taco salad, the chicken 
sandwich. Hours for the “Speakeasy,” 
as she refers to it, are everyday from 2 
until 9 or 10 pm, weekends until 1 am. 
During the good weather months there 

is often music outside in the 
courtyard where people can 
sit at rough-hewn counters. 
Soon the music will come 
inside. 
   In these often socially frac-
tured times Dana is especial-
ly proud that her pub draws 
both locals and out-of-
towners. And “It doesn’t 
matter what crowd people 
are part of, everyone gets 
along,” she says with a 
smile. She missed her An-
des community, and her 
affection for this place and 

By Judy Garrison 
    The beautifully re-configured space 
of bar and booths at the rear of the An-
des General Store building, along with 
the outdoor deck, courtyard and garden 
adjoining the stream, has become a pop-
ular gathering spot in no time at all. I 
knew Dana Leal from town and her 
many years at the Hotel. Then she was 
gone for a while. Now she is back in 
force. I needed to hear her story. 
   “Andes is where I belong,” she de-
clares, in a thumbnail summary of her 
recent unfolding. “I’ve worked in An-
des since the age of 14,” Dana shares, 
“starting at Frontera’s pizza place on 
the corner.” She had her own restaurant 
for a while at the site of the former An-
del Inn (now Catskill Harvest). Then, of 
course, she was at the Andes Hotel for 
many years. “This is where I belong. 
This is what I know.” Shortly after her 
move to the Finger Lakes, Covid set in. 
Not an auspicious time to make new 
friends. 
   Dana herself designed the layout, 
knowing full well from experience how 
the processes of cooking and serving 
should flow. She praises her “amazing” 
staff, and recounts how they value the 
smooth and effi-

its people 
infuse Dana’s Place with a 
feeling of inclusiveness and the own-
er’s pleasure in her role. Go, Dana!~ 

 
To our valued Subscribers: 

 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE –  
If you move or if you no longer 
wish to receive the Andes Gazette 
– notify us, either by email 
(andesgazette@catskill.net) or by 
contacting me:  Maria Ditchek – 
845-676-3437 or  
maria_ditchek@yahoo.com. 
 
Lately a number of Gazettes have 
been returned to us and we have 
no way of knowing if you have 
moved, or if the mail carrier is not 
delivering properly. 
 
Your cooperation is much  
appreciated.~ 
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 flop if you don’t prune it. I could go 
on and on . . .  It took years to learn 
what makes landscapes really work 
in the Catskills, both functionally 
and aesthetically. As a result of my 
many trials, successes and failures, 

my plant palette has distilled down to a 
much more reliable set of choices. How-
ever, I still strive to keep it fresh and 
interesting, and I enjoy trying new things 
constantly (mostly in my own garden at 
first).  And yes, there are always lessons 
to be learned.  When it comes to nature 
there will always be surprises, and new 
mistakes to make.  She is beautiful but 
fickle. 

While this may seem obvious, it took 
at least one full season for me to figure 
out that we needed to try using a tractor 
with a backhoe. If you can believe it, the 
first year we did sizeable projects using 
pickaxes, shovels and wheelbarrows. 
Sheeesssh!  That was a misery!  Howev-
er, in my novice state, the backhoe 
seemed intimidating and expensive with 
our bootstrap financing. When I first 
rented a backhoe from Hubbell Brother’s 

Catskill Rentals, I was quite concerned 
about just hopping on and having at it. I 
asked Cheryl (the nice lady at the rental 
place) if I needed a lesson and she said 
“No, it is easy.  It is just like using the 

  

  

TRI-TOWN SERVICES 
ANDES - MARGARETVILLE - DELHI 

Box 484, Andes, NY 13731 
  

Backhoe & Grading 
Driveways installed & maintained 

Top soil & aged manure 
 
  

    Lawn Maintenance  Bush Hogging  Light Carpentry 
    Fire Wood   York Rake  Chimney Sweep 
    Shrubs Planted  Snow Plowing  Painting & Staining 
    Tree Trimming  Salting & Sanding  Deck Cleaning  

     

  Free Reasonable Estimates    Contact Bill Drew 
  Second Home Pre-warming      845-676-3206 

By Mel Bellar 

It was in the Spring of 2005 
that I embarked on a new pro-
fession as a landscape designer 
and gardener. Armed with 
great enthusiasm, excitement, 
ambition, a little trepidation, and plenty 
of impractical training, I charged for-
ward. At the time, I “didn’t know what I 
didn’t know,” and yet I was surprisingly 
confident and fearless (which incidental-
ly is not my usual state). I had no doubt 
that with my taste, knowledge, and tech-
nical design skills (I could make really 
pretty design drawings with the comput-
er), that Zone4 Landscapes would be 
able to create beautiful and functional 
landscapes.  It couldn’t be that hard, 
right? 

While that turned out to be true, I went 
through a long, and at times, painful 
learning curve on the more practical side 
of the endeavor. And as such, my confi-
dence went through some shaky periods. 
My training at the New York Botanical 
Garden taught me a great deal about 
hardscaping and big picture design con-
cepts, and I 
learned how to 
identify a lot of 
plants. However, 
my design instruc-
tors didn’t share 
the down and dirty 
stuff…. no one 
warned me that 
certain perennials 
will live for only 2 
or 3 years, or that 
one is going to 
spread all over the place via rhizomes. 
There were no cautionary lessons taught 
that one plant is going to reseed every-
where and make you crazy or that a 
pesky shrub is going to get leggy and 

joysticks on a computer game”. Off I 
went, and later at my house I tried it and 
was just amazed.  Nat (my business part-
ner at the time) didn’t love it, but I did!  I 
was able to create a new bed in 30 
minutes and cart the rocks and roots up 
the hill and out of sight without strug-
gling with a wheelbarrow. It was a game-
changer!  After that, for many years, I 
just rented equipment when we needed it. 
But the downside was that I stressed over 
how long we had it, trying to lump the 
“tractor” work together so that we could 
stay on budget.  It was also renting ma-
chines that led me to using boulders in 
nearly all of my designs (it is so much 
fun to make use of the abundant big 
rocks on our clients’ properties to do cool 
stuff). Finally, after almost 10 years, I 
purchased a tractor for the business. Now 
Zone4 Landscapes owns two.  Having the 
right equipment is a key to success. 

Now, I am not suggesting that every-
one must buy a tractor, but those of you 
who own them know exactly what I am 
talking about. What I am suggesting is 
that if you are going to make a big bed or 

some other ambitious 
DIY project you 
should consider rent-
ing one. You will 
thank me for years to 
come. 
At this point in my 
journey, after 18 sea-
sons and with hun-
dreds of projects un-
der my belt, I think I 
finally “know what I 
know” as well as 

what I don’t know. It is a nice feeling to 
have the experience and successes under 
my belt, and to feel confident again. Edu-
cation is no substitute for experience, 
though it has its good points. My sugges-
tion to folks considering the profession 
would be to apprentice or work with 
someone you admire, someone with 
some large-scale experience. I know this 
would have eliminated much of the 
“school of hard knocks” I went through. 

I am always grateful for my profession.  
Even when I am grumpy, freaking out 
over new and challenging projects, deal-
ing with the elements, or counting the 
minutes till the season ends, I still feel 
extremely lucky to have such a cool gig. 
How many folks have a job where you 
get to make the world a more beautiful 
place, in a tangible way, almost every 
day? 

(Continued on page 5) 

GARDEN THERAPY: Continuing to Grow 
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GUEST WiFi SERVICE PROVIDED IN ANDES BY DIRTY GIRL 
APPLICATION FOR WATER INFRASTRUCTURE INPROVEMENT GRANT SUBMITTED 
MARK PROJECT IS SEEKING INPUT FROM TOWN PEOPLE ON WORTHY PROJECTS  

By Peter Calvert 
Town of Andes Board, The September 18

th
 and October 

11th Meetings  
    September 18th  Privilege of the floor: Cyndi Wright of 
Dirty Girl Farm related that her business would host open 
access “Guest WiFi”.Working with MTC, they now have a 
place visitors and townspeople can use this free WiFi to look 
up directions, email or text, research local businesses or at-
tractions, or make calls as needed. She noted late night trav-
elers often stop at her farm to ask for directions or make in-
quiries. This will help the town and could be extended to 
other places in the Hamlet if our businesses would replicate 
her initiative. MTC is willing to set up a “Guest WiFi” at no 
cost if other businesses reach out and contact MTC. In this 
fashion a “Main Street HotSpot” could be developed. 
   Application for Water Infrastructure Improvement 
Grant Submitted to defray a percentage of the considerable 
cost of upgrading the community’s drinking water supply. It 
went to the NY State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 
The Board will wait for the response to the application be-
fore making a final decision on well water project in the 

Hamlet and continues to seek input from the Hamlet dwellers.  
   CEO/Building Inspector Report: 14 municipal searches 
were completed and 27 building permits, 48 Inspections and 5 
Certificates of Occupancy were issued;11 Compliance certifi-
cates in August and September and Al Mohr received 145 
calls.  
   Planning Board Volunteer: Luke van Unen submitted a 
letter relating his interest in serving on the Planning Board for 
a future vacancy. He is a builder and an enthusiast of architec-
ture living on Cabin Hill.  
   October 11th Privilege of the floor: MARK Project had a 
brief report from Suzanne Gladstone. Some current regional 
projects: A daycare center in Arkville and grants for low-
income housing to assist local workers find apartments. A 
possible subsidy to adjust an existing home of a senior to set 
up an apartment for a live-in caregiver. Up to $15,000 could 
be available per home. Kirkside Project looking at a refriger-
ated truck to help farmers transport products safely from area 
farms. Suzanne is looking for Town input and can be called at 
(845) 676-3606 with ideas for Andes initiatives the MARK 
Project might consider to apply for funds. 

(Continued on page 8) 

  POLITICAL AD: Donna Weaver for Andes Town Clerk as a Write In!  
Vote for Donna Weaver for Andes Town Clerk as a write in. I have been a life time resident in the town of 
Andes, graduating from Andes Central School in 1989. I have a husband who I have been with for 36 years 
and we have two daughters ages 22 and 24, as well as two foster children ages 10 and 12.  I have been a 
member of the Andes Fire Department Auxiliary since 2003 and have worked with Wayne Bank (formerly 
known as National Bank of Delaware County). Starting out as a teller/CSR for 16 ½ years in the Andes 

Community Office, and then 8 years at the Hamden Office 
becoming the Branch Specialist. I have been at the Walton 
Office for the last 5 years making my way up to Assistant 
Branch Manager. If elected into this position I would love the 
opportunity to be able dedicate my time to my home town and 
community again as I have for the last 26 years to Wayne 
Bank. 

I would have set hours from 8am-3pm Monday-Friday 
and would take appointments for later hours if needed to ac-
commodate those who cannot make it during my normal 
working hours. Depending on the need for Saturday hours I 
will come to a determination at a later date to have office 
hours one Saturday a month from 8am-12pm. I would appre-
ciate your vote as a write in on November 8, 2022.  

Donna 
Weaver 

**Where you would write my name in**  
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ALLISON OIL, INC. 
 

Fuel Oil & Kerosene 
 

815 Lower Dingle Hill Rd, Andes, NY 13731 
 

Call (845) 676-HEAT (4328) 
 

Why Pay More? 
Serving Delaware & Ulster Counties 

HEAP Accepted                                    CREDIT CARDS Accepted 

closed when I believe it was to show 
why the branch should be closed. 
The branch was understandably 
short. and with two trestles was an 
upkeep expense. However, the entire 
railroad had sustained severe finan-
cial hardships, had been reorganized 
in 1918 and the name changed from 
the Delaware & Eastern to the Dela-
ware &Northern. The point the arti-
cle writer is making is that the 
freight charges were being calculated 
only from the Union Grove station 
and not freight that was shipped 
from the East Branch end of the line, 
which would have dramatically in-
creased the numbers.  The Andes 
branch had been the primary deliv-
ery method for the materials used to 
construct Angelica Gerry’s mansion 
at Lake Delaware. With that project 

 THE WAY WE WERE 
Culled by Judy Garrison 

With commentary by Jim Andrews 
From November 1922 issues of  

The Andes Recorder 
100 Years Ago 

 
WEEK IN AND ABOUT ANDES 

 
Events of a week as chronicled by  

the Man on the Street  
 
 

WOULD CLOSE ANDES BRANCH 

The Delaware & Northern railroad is ad-
vertising a hearing at Albany on Novem-
ber 13, to show cause why the Andes 
branch of the said railroad should not be 
discontinued. 

The discontinuance of the Andes branch 
would sound the death knell for the entire 
road as a large share of its income is de-
rived from the freight to Andes. For some 
time the management of the road have 
had a grudge against Andes and have 
been trying by any means to discontinue 
the road. They claim that the branch does 
not pay for much more than the coal. An-
yone who knows the amount of freight 
brought in (much more than any other 
station on the road) knows that such a 
statement is a lie. It is alleged that in fig-
uring the freight received on Andes goods 
the railroad only figures from Union 
Grove instead of from East Branch which 
is the only fair way and just way to figure 
it. The chief aim of the railroad seems to 
be to close the branch by fair means or 
no. If they have an idea that they will 
continue to get the Andes freight and that 
it will be hauled from Shavertown they 
have another guess coming. The facts 
should be placed before the judge. [Jim 
Andrews: This item is a bit confusing 
since it indicates that the hearing is to 
show why the branch should not be 

ending the branch would understand-
ably have lost revenue. The D & N 
finally succeeded in closing the Andes 
branch in 1926 with the final death 
knell being the construction of the 
macadam road from Margaretville 
through Andes to Delhi (Palmer Hill). 
Road transportation was much more 
cost effective than rail service. There-
fore the railroad lost business. The 
Delaware & Northern continued lim-
ited operation from Margaretville to 
East Branch until 1942 when NYC 
bought the line and tore up the tracks 
in preparation for the construction of 
the Pepacton Reservoir.] 

 
ENDS HIS LIFE BY HANGING 

William Henry Fritts, a native and long 
time resident of the town of Franklin, 

ended his life by hanging at noon 
on Sunday…. The unfortunate man 
was 68 years of age and was well 
known in the vicinity of North 
Franklin. It is believed that he was 
despondent because of ill health, he 
having suffered seriously from 
rheumatism of late and having 
reached a time when he felt he 
could no longer work and earn a 
livelihood. More than a score of 
years ago he shot and killed his 
more prosperous neighbor, Jothan 
Gay, at North Franklin, charging 
that Gay had been intimate with his 
wife and had refused to make the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

 

Open 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Mondays & Tuesdays 
  

 

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

IS YOUR ADDRESS CLEARLY VISIBLE TO FIRST RESPONDERS? 

By Dave Biswurm 
 The Andes Fire Department and 

EMS Emergency Squad want to re-
mind residents of the critical im-
portance of having your house number 
posted and clearly visible in the event 
you need emergency services.  Your 
address (house number) should be 

clearly printed on a sign or mailbox 
directly in front of your home or at the 
driveway leading to it.  The larger the 
numbers the better.  The numbers 
should also be visible from both sides 
as you never know from which direc-
tion help may be coming.  Reflective 
numbers make it easier to find and 

read in darkness.   
   There is nothing worse 
than calling 911 (for Po-
lice/Fire/Ambulance as-
sistance) and anxiously 
waiting for them to arrive 
and then seeing them 
drive right past your home 
because they can't see 
your address.  With the 
implementation of the 
phone 911 system, all res-
idences and properties 

were assigned an address number.  
This made it much simpler to reach 
Police, Fire or Emergency Medical 
Services and for them to find you once 
they arrived.   

Because each home/business/
property has been assigned a consecu-
tive address number on a road or street, 
we no longer use the red fire number 
signs from years ago.  If you have one 
of the small red signs that say Andes 
Fire District with a number on it, 
please remove it if possible.  They are 
no longer used and could actually be 
confusing.  If you have any questions 
regarding the above, feel free to stop 
by the Andes Fire House at 5259 
County Highway 1 any Tuesday night 
at 7 pm.  We are also always looking 
for new firefighters and EM's 
(Emergency Medical Technicians) if 
you are willing to take the training.~  

I feel that this article would not be com-
plete without mentioning Nat Thomas. 
Nat, my dear friend, is a fantastic artist, 
quiltmaker, gardener, and real character, 
who was my business partner during the 
first two years of this endeavor.  He decid-
ed to move on for numerous reasons, but 

GARDEN THERAPY (Continued from page 2) 

he was instrumental in helping me get 
Zone4 off the ground. 

Mel Bellar is the owner of Zone4 
Landscapes and a passionate Andes 

gardener.~  
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cash settlement promised. The crime 
caused a sensation at the time. Since his 
release Fritts had been unfortunate in 
many ways. He leaves a wife, five chil-
dren and one sister. 
 

Folks who are legally qualified to vote 
and who because of lack of interest fail 
to vote should be put in jail for a few 
days. 

 
Tuesday’s election brought big changes 
and a wide swing of the political pendu-
lum. Democrat Alfred E. Smith defeated 
Governor Miller by a plurality of nearly 

WAY WE WERE (Continued from page 4) 

garetville and would suffer financially 
if the road were closed due to snow 
drifts. Often the drifts would be in 
place for many days while road crews 
dug them out. Modern snowplows 
were not in great supply.]~ 

New Books 

 
1989 

by Val McDermid 

All Good People Here 
by Ashley Flowers 

The Bad Angel Brothers 
by Paul Theroux 

The Butcher and the Wren 
by Alaina Urquhart 

Confidence Man: The Making 
of Donald Trump 

by Maggie Haberman 

Demon Copperhead 
by Barbara Kingsolver 

Distant Thunder 
by Stuart Woods 

Dreamland 
by Nicholas Sparks 

Endless Summer 
by Elin Hilderbrand 

 
For Full  

Schedule Visit 
 

STREAMSIDEYOGA.COM 
  

 

Private Classes 
Soundbaths 

 
By Appointment 

DELAWARE COUNTY NEW YORK 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS

GENERAL ELECTION  * Tuesday November 8, 2022 *  
6 AM – 9 PM At your assigned polling place
Deadlines for new registrations and change of address for this 
election have passed. If you have moved within the county or 
state, go to the polling place for your new address. Call our 
office for information. 
November 8 is the last day to postmark your absentee ballot. 
Ballot must be received by November 15. We have ballot 
boxes on both sides of our building which can receive ballots 
at all hours. Polling places can also receive absentee ballots 
on Election Day. 
Early Voting for the General Election will be held at our of-
fice at 3 Gallant Avenue, Delhi, NY 
through November 6th. It is an easy and pleasant process, 
with rarely a wait. The site is accessible to voters with disabil-
ities. Visit our website: https://www.delcony.us/departments/
elec/elec.htm  or Facebook page (or call us) for general elec-
tion information as well as to view sample ballots for each 
Town. Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 AM 
832-5321~ 

The Family Game 
by Catherine Steadman 

Fen, Bog, and Swamp: 
Short History of Peatland  

Destruction 
by Annie Proulx 

Fourteen Days: 
An Unauthorized Gathering 

by Margaret Atwood 

The High Notes 
by Danielle Steel 

Long Shadows 
by David Baldacci 

Lucy by the Sea 
by Elizabeth Strout 

Mad Honey 
by Jodi Picoult 

The Maze 
by Nelson DeMille 

Oracle of Maracoor 
by Gregory Maguire 

Our Missing Hearts 
by Celeste Ng 

Righteous Pray 
by John Sandford 

The Shadow Murders 
by Jussi Adler-Olsen 

Shrines of Gaiety 
by Kate Atkinson 

Shuggie Bain 
by Douglas Stuart 

Starry Messenger 
by Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Suspect 
by Scott Turow 

Treasure State 
by C.J. Box 

Voice of Fear 
by Heather Graham 

The Weight of Ink 
by Rachel Kadish 

If you have any requests or sug-
gestions, please call 845-676-
3333 or email an.ill@4cls.org 

400,000 and carried into office the 
rest of the state ticket…..In Delaware 
county everything was strongly Re-
publican. Governor Miller received a 
plurality of 5,000.  

 

Howard Samuels, proprietor of the 
Andes-Delhi stage line, and Leland 
Tuttle have formed a partnership and 
propose to operate a bus line between 
Delhi and Margaretville. If we have 
much snow the drifts on Palmer Hill 
will compel them to take a vacation 
during the winter. [JA: This would 
have serviced traffic from the newly 
constructed highway from Mar-

https://www.delcony.us/departments/elec/elec.htm
https://www.delcony.us/departments/elec/elec.htm
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BRIEF BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WHAT TO READ  

cure grants from The O’Connor 
Foundation. Thank you to all 
who contributed to the preserva-
tion of our Museum.  
   This year we were able to re-
cruit many new volunteer do-

cents to show people around the museum. They 
answer questions about the exhibits and wel-
come the new visitors. If you are interested in 
local history and enjoy sharing your knowledge 
with the public, please call the Hunting Tavern 
and leave your information. (845-676-3775)  
   To close out the year, we hosted a members 
and donors reception on October 15 in the tav-
ern, which was a rousing success! Thank you 
to Kortney Lawler of Wild Common Wine and 
Derek Curl of The Andes Hotel for their gener-
ous donations of food and wine. Our last event 
of the year is the traditional “Soup and Bread 
Night” at the museum. Join us for a simple 
communal dinner to start the holiday season on 
December 3rd, 5 – 7 pm..~  

By Leigh Infield 
The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles 
   Amor Towles, one of my favorite au-
thors, is a master at getting inside his char-
acters so that they come alive on the page 
and remain memorable after you’ve fin-
ished the book. 
   I’ll never forget his aristocratic noble-
man in his international best-seller, A Gen-
tleman From Moscow.  Similarly, I find 
the characters in his latest book, The Lin-
coln Highway, equally compelling. 
   The book is another page-turner as the 
reader follows the escapades of three 
young men and an adolescent boy who 
embark on a cross country road trip, along 
what once was the first national highway.  
Their adventures and misadventures fill 
some 500 pages, leaving the reader to 
wonder “will they ever make it to the West 
Coast?” as they get sidetracked over and 
over again. 
   While Emmett is the main character, it is 
his younger brother who stole my heart.   
Wise beyond his years, he often is more 
perceptive and rational than his older trav-
el companions.  
    Duchess and Willy pop up in the book 
to join the two brothers on their venture, 
and are equally well-drawn by the author, 
if not always likeable.  The story is told 
through the three young men and is pep-
pered with other unforgettable characters, 
such as the shady Pastor and kindhearted 
Ulysses whom they meet in the boxcar of 
a freight train bound for New York –
another unwanted sidetrack. 

(Continued on page 8) 

 
 

Mountain View Property Management 
 

  Lawn Maintenance               Snow Removal              Culvert Pipes  

  Planting/Mulching                Brush Hogging              French Drains  

  Tree & Shrub Planting          Post Holes                     General Construction 

  Bulldozing & Grading          Gutter Cleaning            Painting Int/Exterior 

  
 
Ryan Fleischman                                         Michael Fleischman 
Landscaping                                              General Construction 
(631)559-8008                                                       (631)926-2206 

 
mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com 

Call/Text/Email Today! 

HUNTING TAVERN NEWS DELAWARE COUNTY NEW YORK 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS   

GENERAL ELECTION  * Tuesday November 8, 2022 *   
At your assigned polling place 

Deadlines for new registrations and change of address for this 
election have passed. If you have moved within the county or 
state, go to the polling place for your new address. Call our 

November 8 is the last day to postmark your absentee ballot. 
Ballot must be received by November 15. We have ballot 
boxes on both sides of our building which can receive ballots 
at all hours. Polling places can also receive absentee ballots 

for the General Election will be held at our of-
fice at 3 Gallant Avenue, Delhi, NY from October 29 

It is an easy and pleasant process, 
with rarely a wait. The site is accessible to voters with disabil-

https://www.delcony.us/departments/
or Facebook page (or call us) for general elec-

tion information as well as to view sample ballots for each 
-Friday 8:30 AM – 4 PM 607-

By Joanne Kosuda-Warner 
   The Museum has closed for 
the year and what a year it 
was.  All of us on the Board 
have been busy painting galler-
ies, installing carpet, writing 
new labels and re-installing the galleries. We 
opened Memorial Day Weekend and had a 
steady influx of visitors up to our last day, 
October 15. During that period we hosted over 
300 guests! Community Day “Brats and Beer” 
was a great success at the tavern, as well as 
"Reservoir Day” at the Pleasant Valley Meet-
ing House. Historian Diane Galusha’s lecture 
on “Slavery in Delaware County - 1780-1830” 
was eye-opening and well attended. 
   Last Spring, many of you saw the new roof 
being installed and in October new, larger gut-
ters were added. We couldn’t have done 
this necessary work without the communi-
ty’s generosity to the capital campaign in De-
cember 2020. We were also able to pro-

By Judy Garrison 
Lessons By Ian McEwan 
   I was the first Andes Library patron to 
snatch off the shelf Ian McEwan’s latest 
novel,  Lessons. Right along I’ve been 
an admirer of McEwan’s writing. But, 
frankly, I often found a bit unbelievable 
his typical plot line of a sudden devolve-
ment of good fortune pivoting on a sin-
gle moment. Some of it is quease induc-
ing. Also characters not fully drawn and 
therefore not fully real to me. This book 
is different. It takes you along on a ride 
through the life from age 11 of one Ro-
land Baines (many similarities to 
McEwan’s own life have not been de-
nied by the author) with all of its bumps, 
horrors and glorious complexities and 

(Continued on page 9) 

By Sharon Ruetenik 
The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O'Far-
rell.   
    This historical novel is loosely based 
on Browning's poem "My Last Duch-
ess".  As was the custom of the nobility 
in 16th century Italy, a young Lucrezia is 
married to the Duke of Ferrara, a psycho-
path whose sterility makes it impossible 
to produce an heir.  O'Farrell addresses 
the common cruelties of life for women 
in this era (no matter what their social 
class) and their limited opportuni-
ties.  However, Lucrezia defies her time 
and status because she is an accom-
plished painter, able to disguise herself to 
gain moments of freedom, her dreams of 
Venice, and her friendship with the ap-

(Continued on page 9) 

https://www.delcony.us/departments/elec/elec.htm
https://www.delcony.us/departments/elec/elec.htm
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By Diane Lockspeiser  
   If one spends enough time at the library, eventually one needs to 
use the restroom. Ours at the Andes Public Library happens to be 
newly built, and is nice and roomy in order to be handicapped ac-

cessible. As a result, there’s a big wall that proved 
awkward to decorate because of the big plastic baby
-changing table that is attached right smack in the 
middle of that wall. Conveniently handy, but rather 
ugly to look at as one sits on the toilet. 
   At least that was my opinion, and others agreed. 

Since handling such situations was what I had done for a living for 
20 years, I have taken this challenge on as a retirement project, free 
of charge. I’ve gotten rather lazy about doing any artwork, especial-
ly since I don’t have nearly the stamina as I used to, so this will be 
good for me as well as benefiting the library that I love. 
   Since I’m only putting in a few hours a week, the details will 
evolve slowly. The basic background is already done.  
  I have my own ideas of what will be added, such as a deer, or cer-
tain birds, or of course a chipmunk or two or three, but I would love to hear ideas 
from the community. 
   What is your favorite local plant or animal that you would like to see included? 
Leave a message for me with anyone working at the library and I will try to add 
in whatever is appropriate. 
   Thank you, and I hope you love the end results.~ 

WHAT’S IN OUR ANDES FIELD OR FOREST: 

SLUITER 

INSURANCE ♦ FINANCIAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 170, 761 Main Street, Margaretville, NY 12455-0170 

Phone: 845 586-2641 ♦ Fax: 845 586-3809 

AGENCY, INC. 

  

MOUNTAINEER TRACKS 
By Dr. Patrick Darfler-Sweeney, Acting Su-
perintendent 
 On Thursday, October 6th, Andes Central 
School held their Open House from 6:30 pm – 
8 pm.  It was so great so have so many fami-
lies come join us and see all the great things 
going on in the school. 
  On Thursday, November 17th, school will be 
dismissed at 12:25 pm for all students.  Ele-
mentary teachers will be holding parent-
teacher conferences in the afternoon and par-
ents of 7-12 students can come to the school 
from 6:30 – 8 pm to meet with teachers of 
their children.  More information will be com-
ing in the weeks ahead. 
  On Tuesday, November 22nd, we will hold 
our yearly Emergency Evacuation Drill at 2:30 
pm.  The students will be dismissed at 2:30 
and will depart from the school around 2:45 
pm that day to start their Thanksgiving 
Break.~ 

   Privilege of the floor: Cyndi Wright of 
Dirty Girl Farms will present “What makes 
tourists come to Andes?” at the Hunting 
Tavern on November 17th. This will be a 
Comprehensive Management talk expect-
ing town input discussing needs and solu-
tions. 
  Supervisor’s report:  John Vickers is 
working on a stream issue on Gladstone 
Hollow. Our Budget Workshop was held 
and projections stayed within the 2% tax 
cap. A Multi-agency meeting to discuss 
how water conservation be handled with-
out excessive land acquisition. DEP, DOH, 
EPA and Delaware County agents met on 
protecting water sources through imple-
mentation: ie. establishing flood plains, 
reestablishing banks of waterways, and the 
importance of good watershed, farming, 
and septic practices.  
   Highway Report: John Bouton, The 
Highway department got the new truck, 
continued work repairing roads and equip-
ment and preparing for winter.  
   CEO/Building Inspector Report-Al 
Mohr: 2 municipal searches completed 
and 6 permits (1 new construction) issued, 
1 police search done, 17 Inspections un-
dertaken and 3 violations issued since the 
Sept 18th meeting.~ 

BOARD MEETING (Continued from page 3) 

IN THE MOMENT 

By Michael Suchorsky 
Autumn’s instant arrival completely 

surprised me. Aside from the streams 
brought to life by the returning rains, I 
revel in the complete silence of the moun-
tainside. The dark pond, lit up by a bright 
floating leaf here and there, draws my at-
tention to constant ripples emanating from 
the pond edge. The source I find are two 
Painted Turtles painstakingly eating a 
floating dead baby rabbit— probably 
frightened by a predator, and jumping to a 
drowning death. They have eaten its face 
and most of its head, working back now 
on the exposed pink neck. A Blanding 
Turtle gets nearly an entire year’s nourish-
ment by feeding a few weeks on amphibi-
an eggs and tadpoles in a vernal pool. 
What a windfall for the Painted Turtles to 
find this meal shortly before they will dig 
into the pond bottom muck for their Win-
ter’s sleep. I look up at bright colored 
warblers flitting about between the black 
pond and heavy dark clouds, goldfinches 
feasting on the seed cones of the bright 
yellow Rudbeckia, and a few bees risking 
the cool wet air to visit the brilliant deep 
purple New England asters. I love these 
quiet times wherein only the natural world 
speaks to me.~ 

   I never thought I would enjoy a 
book about young men who had 
served some time in juvenile deten-
tion, as all three of Towles young men 
did.  However, the author won my 
sympathy for these young offenders, 
intimating that one mishap had life-
changing consequences for each. This 
book surprised me as I found it thor-
oughly enjoyable and couldn’t put it 
down.  It also left me wondering if 
there aren’t other young people today 
who land in juvenile facilities, unde-
serving of such a harsh sentence.~  

LINCOLN HIGHWAY (Continued from page 7) 
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By Peg DiBenedetto 
   The surest path south is a straight shot. Long 
before we humans feel the change on that late 
summer day when the angle of the sun drops and 
signals that Fall is coming, many songbirds have 
already started their journeys.  
   An osprey was spotted by the reservoir a month or 
so ago; an October visitor who probably stopped to 
rest and find a bite to eat before continuing on. 
There’ll be an influx of bald eagle migrants on our 
open waterways for the next few months, increasing 
our usual population of more or less 8 adults around 
the Pepacton.  
   The smaller falcons and hawks passed us by mainly 
in September and October, but a few red-tails might 
straggle through till Thanksgiving, and northern harri-
ers could still fly overhead even in December. Turkey 
vultures are gone from the Catskills by mid-
November, if not sooner, but will be one of 
the first species to return at the end of Febru-
ary or beginning of March.  
   There’s one migrant species that flies down 
from Canada each October through Novem-
ber and hangs around until Springtime, then 
goes north again. Until a few years ago they 
were thought to bypass the Catskills on their way to Penn-
sylvania or Kentucky or West Virginia. Now we know that 

several individuals will stop by at 
favored high-altitude fields and 
ridges, hoping for good hunting, 
hoping that heavy snow might 
bog down some deer and turkeys 
to make them easy targets. These 
are the golden eagles. The majes-
tic goldens are as big as the balds, 

yet because they are hunters, not fish eagles like the balds, 
the  goldens are a fiercer breed and very elusive. They stay 
high along mountaintops and are seldom seen. But farmers 
nearby have reported goldens pursuing small deer, and along 
with wild turkeys they will take rabbits and foxes; whatever 

interspersed with frequent ref-
erences to seminal world 
events that convincingly influ-
ence the protagonist’s state of 
mind and life choices. This 
time we get McEwan’s mar-
velous writing along with a 
rich account of the full trajec-
tory of an ordinary man’s ex-
istence, including his interior 
mullings. ~  

LESSONS (Continued from page 7) 

prentice who works on her portrait.  Her nail biting escape 
and the narrative twists to manage it offer an inability to put 
this book down.  For those interested in women's rights, the 
daily life of the court, and the 
use of art for political purpos-
es, this is the book for you.~  

MARRIAGE PORTRAIT (Continued from page 7) 

FROM DINGLE HILL: ON FLYING SOUTH 

they can catch. They are also opportunistic and will scavenge 
on dead livestock and gut piles left by deer hunters.  
   Which brings me to the next point I feel compelled to men-
tion. When the golden and bald eagles, owls and red-tails see 
the left-overs in the fields and fly down to feed, they thor-
oughly enjoy the spoils. But as they eat those scraps, they also 

ingest particles that remain—tiny little specks—
of bullet fragments in the meat, and if the parti-
cles are from lead ammunition, the effects are 
devastating. Whether acute from ingesting a 
large amount all at once, or chronic from swal-
lowing occasional, smaller portions over time, 
the bird is ultimately rendered unable to hunt 
effectively. Vision and neurologic effects dimin-
ish a bird’s ability to accurately pinpoint and 
attack prey successfully. A hunting bird must be 
at peak fitness to survive. The result of lead poi-

soning in birds is that they slowly starve to death. The 
solution is quite simple: hunt with non-lead ammunition. 
If you can’t find any, let me know and I’ll help you locate 
some.  
   Jack McShane assisted in the years-long quest for gold-
en eagles, when we (myself, my husband, the Delaware-
Otsego Audubon Society, and the Eastern Golden Eagle 
Project) were trying to establish that the species is part of 

New York State’s—and the Catskills’—winter landscape. 
Jack generously provided a place for us to set up an observa-
tion site and loaned us the use of his ATV.  He was as excited 
about the project as we were, and shared in our elation as 
photos from our game cameras showed vigorous activity at 
his site. His exceptional stewardship of his land showed in all 
of his actions, and his delight in observing nature was so ap-
parent in his writings.  
   And I will never, ever be able to look at a ruffed grouse 
again without thinking of Jack’s 
crazy, possessive, amorous grouse. 
It adopted Jack, accosted him, and 
absolutely adored him for multiple 
years with some odd avian obses-
sion that is weirdly not uncommon 
among the grouse population. Jack 
was amused by the bird, but he also 
felt a special kinship. It’s wonder-
ful to be loved.  
   So maybe Jack’s flown south as well, in search of the per-
fect wave. I hope you found it, my friend. Surf on.~ 
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