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GARDEN THERAPY: Growing a Designer 

ing Doors, Vanilla Fudge 
and Deep Purple (sorry 
younger folks) covers. 
This was great for the 
hippie days of sex, drugs 
and rock & roll. Then on 
a somewhat out-of-
character, and very im-
practical, side path, when 
I went to college I want-

ed to take some music classes to help 
my rock career and ended up getting 
several degrees in classical music 
(composition and performance) where I 
was once again confronted with stage 
fright. Also, I was just not that interest-
ed in writing contemporary music that 
would not really have an audience. 
However, that journey brought me to 
New York where I rather quickly 
switched gears again and got into a 
New Wave rock band and discovered 
writing music for our specific eccentric 
trio. That was more or less designing 
music for a specific set of skills, instru-
ments and within our style, and that 
really turned me on; it was writing mu-
sic for a real purpose. 
   My life as an aspiring rock star did 
not pay the bills and I was very tired of 
waiting on tables, so I ventured into the 
world of technology. This was in the 
early 80s so I was in on the ground 
floor and enjoyed writing software. De-
signing software solutions is very grati-
fying when you get to see things work. 
It really is design and problem solving, 
but it is certainly not “beautiful,” and 
my part was generally hidden beneath 
the surface. Fast forward to November 
of 2003 (after 23 years in the biz),  I 
was at the peak of my software career, 
with an executive job making the most 
money I ever had, when I got “job elim-
inated.” I spent the next 6 months look-
ing for a job and was totally miserable. 
Then my adventurous and supportive 
wife (very tired of me being miserable) 

By Mel Bellar 
   I had a conversation with a 
friendly acquaintance, and 
reader of the Gazette, at an 
event not long ago. Somehow, 
we veered off into talking 
about my life prior to living in 
Andes, and he suggested that I 
write about that in my column.  
It didn’t seem like something 
that made sense for a garden column; it is 
not about me but about our shared inter-
est. 
   After 9 years of writing this column, it 
becomes harder and harder to come up 
with inspiring topics that are fun to ex-
plore and that might be interesting to you. 
I have loved sharing my knowledge, 
opinions and passions, but I am going to 
be stepping down after this year. This 
leaves me with 3 more columns to write. 
I am going to do my best to make them 
something more meaningful than my 
prattling on about hydrangeas or gerani-
ums. You know how I love going into 
gory detail about a genus of plants, or 
into depth about the importance of paths 
(or big rocks!). These are also easy things 
to write about, but don’t offer me ripe 
opportunities to wax philosophical or 
express my strong opinions. 
   When people ask me what I do, I say 
that I have a “landscape design, installa-
tion and maintenance business,” but the 
design part is really my thing. Over the 
years I have come to realize that my real 
passion is for combining function and 
beauty (good design!), and I want to 
share a little about how I got there.   
   I grew up as an only child in Louisiana 
and my mother made me take piano les-
sons. I didn’t really question this and it 
was kind of fun until I had to perform; I 
had debilitating stage fright. I stopped my 
lessons after a couple of years and did not 
pick them up again until it became useful 
to me. I wanted to play in a 60’s rock 
band and that was the easiest way, play-

suggested that we do something wild 
and crazy and move to our house in the 
Catskills (purchased in 2001) and 
choose what we love. After I lost my 
job, I was sent to an outplacement ser-
vice as part of my “package,” and they 
strongly encouraged us to figure out 
“our passion” and what motivated us. 
Low and behold I honed my idea about 
“function and beauty.” Peg and I had 
already had a roof garden in the city and 
I was fanatically working on our garden 
in Andes, so with Peg’s crazy idea, it 
sort of all came together. 
   During the Summer of 2004 I went 
through the bulk of an intensive Land-
scape Design Certificate program at the 
New York Botanical Garden and truly 
fell in love with it. That Fall we moved 
to the Catskills full time and sold our 
apartment in the city. The next Spring, 
after going through the Master Gardener 
program at the Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension in Greene County, Zone4 Land-
scapes was born, and my most exciting 
and gratifying career adventure began. 
   Next month I am going to share more 
about my journey and why it is such a 
wonderful, under-appreciated and under-
represented profession. 

Mel Bellar is the owner of Zone4 
Landscapes and a passionate  

Andes gardener. 
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  AUTUMN: Fall foliage in bloom across Andes 
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 Calendar: 
Closed on Monday, October 10

th
 

for Columbus Day/Indigenous 
People’s Day 
Mondays 10:15 am starting Octo-
ber 17th:  Miss Pam’s Jamboree 

We have postponed the start of our ten-
week Fall early childhood music and 
movement class for young children and 
parents/caregivers. The class is open to 
babies through age 5, with older sib-
lings welcome. Grandparents, senior 
citizens, or those with disabilities are 
also welcome to participate. Families 
are welcome to socialize and read 
books after music class.  Registration 
required as space is limited. Contact 
communitymusicnet@gmail.com or 
call 607-441-8448 to register or receive 
more information. 

Bill Birns  – Catskill Catalog Read-
ing, Thursday, October 20th at 5 pm 
     On Thursday, October 20th at 5 pm, 
local author and historian Bill Birns 
will be on hand to give readings from 
the reissue of The Catskill Catalog. The 

  

  

TRI-TOWN SERVICES 
ANDES - MARGARETVILLE - DELHI 

Box 484, Andes, NY 13731 
  

Backhoe & Grading 
Driveways installed & maintained 

Top soil & aged manure 
  

Lawn Maintenance  Bush Hogging  Light Carpentry 
Fire Wood   York Rake  Chimney Sweep 
Shrubs Planted   Snow Plowing  Painting & Staining 
Tree Trimming   Salting & Sanding  Deck Cleaning  

     

  Free Reasonable Estimates   Contact Bill Drew 
  Second Home Pre-warming     845-676-3206 

 By Pamela West-Finkle 
     Fall is here and glorious col-
ors will soon surround us.  Let’s 
hope the snow holds off for a 
little while, but the Farmer’s 
Almanac is predicting colder 
than normal temperatures and a wet, 
unsettled Fall that will progress into a 
frigid Winter.  Anyway, now is the 
time to winterize because the snow will 
be here before we know it!     
Summer Numbers & Library Usage 
     I tallied our Summer numbers and 
found it to be one of our busiest Sum-
mers.  We circulated 172 adult non-
fiction books, 37 juvenile nonfiction 
books, 553 adult fiction books, 154 
juvenile fiction books, 7 audio books, 
several magazines, 377 DVDs. We sent 
out 564 books and movies to other Four 
County Libraries.  Our 
patrons ordered 193 
books from other li-
braries.  We counted 
897 adults and 139 
youth from June to 
August with 297 
adults and 66 children 
attending scheduled 
programs besides our 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram. 
     In our Summer 
reading program, 108 
children, 10 teens, and 
86 adults participated.  
We held seven early 
childhood music pro-
grams, with total at-
tendance of 47, and held seven Summer 
Reading Program workshops with 164 
children and teens participating.  We 
gave out thirty Summer activity take-
home goodie bags. 
 

LIBRARY NOTES 

Purple Mountain Press describes it as a 
collection of 84 essays on irresistible 
Catskills topics.  It was originally pub-
lished as a column in the Catskill Moun-
tain News and it explores Catskill 
Mountain life and culture across many 
generations. 
     Bill Birns was honored to be named 
one of 50 Stewards of the Catskills by 
the Catskill Center for Conservation and 
Development, on the occasion of the 
Center’s 50th birthday. A citizen of Del-
aware County for over 50 years, Bill has 
long been active in the community.  
     A graduate of Union College, Bill 
holds a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Linguis-
tics from Indiana University of Pennsyl-
vania.  His 1986 dissertation was a 
study of the dialect of the Catskills.   
     He is the author of the recently re-
released A Catskill Catalog, available 
from Purple Mountain Press 
(nysbooks.com); I Was Corning a Bea-
ver Like You Do: Joe Hewitt, John Bur-
roughs, Mountain Culture (John Bur-
roughs Woodchuck Lodge & Mountain 
Arts Media); and two books of locally-
focused verse: The Myth in the Moun-
tain and Fleischmanns in Verse. 
     We have two of Bill’s books, A Cats-
kill Catalog and I Was Corning a Bea-
ver, Like You Do, if you would like to 
check them out! 
Halloween at the Andes Public Li-
brary – Monday, October 31st 
     As always, we welcome all ghosts, 
ghouls, and goblins, princesses, and pi-
rates, and masked avengers to visit the 
library on Halloween night.  I think I’m 
going to be a vampire this year. We 
technically close at 4 on Mondays, but 
will probably stay open until all of the 
candy is gone.  In addition, we are a 
stop on the Halloween parade route, so 
if you’d like to get a daytime sneak peek 
at the costumes worn by Andes Central 
School students, come to the library 
about 12:30 pm.  I believe the parade is 

(Continued on page 7) 

mailto:communitymusicnet@gmail.com
http://nysbooks.com
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BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT APPROVED FOR PUBLIC HEARING; HOME BUSINESSES IN 
HAMLET AND TRANSIENT RENTAL PERMIT COMPLIANCE DISCUSSED  

By Peter Calvert 
Planning Board  Sept 12th 
Present: Planning Board: Bill Palmer 
chairing while Frank Winkler on vaca-
tion. 
John Reynolds, Art Reed, Cricket Keys, 
Harlan Dye. Joanne Callahan, absent. 
Joanne Boerner, Clerk. Public: Cynthia 
Wright, Richard Liddle, Ron Boerner, 
Eric VanBenschoten, Al Mohr, Peter 
Calvert, Andes Gazette.   
   Richard Liddle proposes to sell 3 
acres to George Dante that would adjoin 
100 acres previously sold to Dante and 
have them combined into one piece of 
property.  It met the board requirements 

and was sent to a Public Hearing of the 
Planning Board. It affects one neighbor 
who will be notified by certified mail. 
Will need approval by DelCo as it is in 
an AG district near Stevens Road. 
   Ron Boerner inquired whether Lower 
Main Street is zoned for Commercial 
Business. Churches, schools, libraries, 
family dwellings and minor home occu-
pations are allowed. Home businesses 
may not place signage outside their 
homes and the Town allows 3 garage 
sales (up to 3 consecutive days each) 
per calendar year. 
    Al Mohr led a discussion of recent 
non-compliance to building codes for 

non-house structures placed on proper-
ties. Container trailers were mentioned 
and the requirement that a house exist 
or be in planning process in order to 
have a non-house structure on a prop-
erty and that setbacks from neighbors 
and from roads need to be honored. 
The recent Transient Rental permitting 
regulations adopted by Andes were 
mentioned and Transient Rental own-
ers were reminded that to continue to 
operate a Transient Rental they need to 
fill out and submit the permit applica-
tion to the Town. ~ 

By Tina DeSanto  
    Over the Summer, following the Andes Garden Tour and 
Community Day, the Andes Garden Club was established. 
During a time when many of our friends and neighbors had 
been experiencing the growing pains of our community—
so many strangers in town, unfamiliar faces—the timing 
seemed perfect to establish a group to connect with one 
another, and share a common interest: plants! The idea for a 
garden club seemed like a no-brainer, with all of the garden 
enthusiasts in town.   
    Our inaugural meeting took place on the first of Septem-
ber during the evening.  We began our event with two guest 
speakers from Homegrown National Park 
(www.homegrownnationalpark.org), Christina Viafore, and 
Carla Hegeman Crim, who educated the group about native 
and invasive plants, with tips and discussion on best practic-
es for our landscapes. We were pleased to welcome 25 peo-
ple to our first event!  It all came together quickly and seam-
lessly.  Long-time resident Carol Bloise graciously hosted 
the event in the Highlands, and executed a most-delightful 
garden party. Irene DeSanto contributed to the refresh-
ments.  Anne Slevin and Ann Roberti supplied an abundance 
of enthusiasm, support and encouragement to make it hap-
pen.  Ella-Grace Duffy created the artwork for our signage, 
and profile page. 

    What began as a Summer jaunt for me, turned into a 
mission to bolster our small community. During my own 
visits to Andes, the growing transient population was hard 
to miss. Friends and neighbors were isolated and affected 
by the unfamiliarity of our town. It was a joy to see mem-
bers of the community unite and connect at the club meet-
ing. Many of those that attended later thanked me, men-
tioning that they really felt a genuine sense of community 
being there, and were happy to spend time with friends that 
had been separated by the years.  

(Continued on page 4) 

THE ANDES GARDEN CLUB 
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By Buffy Calvert and Staff 
  The Town Board held a Public Hearing on 
September 1st in the ACS gym to accommo-
date the crowd of residents both from the 139 
Hamlet residents that constitute the Water 
District #1 (there is no District #2) and a scat-
tering of Townies concerned about those of us 
in the Hamlet. 
   Cedarwood Engineering representatives 
presented their work over the past 5 years 
drilling and testing wells to satisfy the NYS 
Department of Health (DOH). They conclud-
ed that a well drilled in the New Cemetery 
above High Street yields the flow needed (40 
gallons per minute). It also has traces of sulfur 
and manganese which they anticipate can be 
“treated” to remove the rotten egg smell and 
taste. This can be tested in a pilot project at an 
initial cost of $25,000. If it passes they recom-
mend a second well be drilled nearby, as re-
dundancy is strongly recommended by the 
DOH in the event of system failure. 
  The Town can apply for a NYS Environmen-
tal Facilities Corporation Water Infrastructure 
Improvement and Intermunicipal Grant 
(WHA) which would pay for 60% of the cost 
of $2,950,000. The balance of 40% might be 
covered by a loan at 3% interest from another 

state program to be repaid by the Water 
District over 30 years. If the Pilot Project 
fails, the Town could decline the rest of 
the grant and its obligation to Cedarwood. 
  The crowd asked many pertinent ques-
tions of the engineers and Supervisor Bud 
Gladstone. Many had to do with whether 
there was some way that the existing res-
ervoir on Hillside Road could be contin-
ued in use as there is currently no mandate 
from the Board of Health to supersede it. 
The engineers emphasized ways in which 
the reservoir could in the future be imper-
iled and underscored the opportunity for 
grant money at this time. Susan Cole, who 
now lives out of the Hamlet, asked if the 
Town taxpayers couldn’t pick up some of 
the cost. Gladstone was reminded of a 
time when the Water District was having a 
hard time repaying loans incurred by the 
Village to install the well by the library. 
Research revealed they could not mix 
Town tax money with Water District 
funds. Cedarwood pointed out that the old 
loans would be repaid in a decade or so, 
easing the burden on the water users. The 
new loan is expected to raise current year-

TOWN BOARD BONDS WATER DISTRICT TO GRANT LOAN OF $2,950,000 FOR TWO NEW 

WELLS ON NEW CEMETERY ROAD AFTER PUBLIC HEARING 

Speech Pathologist. 
  This past Summer we were able to 
have our CROP students back in the 
building and they enjoyed many activi-
ties like bike riding, arts and crafts and 
going to the Andes Pool for swim les-
sons. 
  Be aware that school will be closed on 
Friday, October 7th for a conference day 
for faculty and staff, as well as Mon-
day, October 10th to celebrate Colum-
bus Day.    
  On Thursday, October 6th, we will 
have our Fall Open House. 

SLUITER 

INSURANCE ♦ FINANCIAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 170, 761 Main Street, Margaretville, NY 12455-0170 

Phone: 845 586-2641 ♦ Fax: 845 586-3809 

AGENCY, INC. 

  

ly fees to Water District households, busi-
nesses and non-profits from $490 to $896. 
  Judy Garrison, having expected through-
out a report on the existing well behind the 
library, and not hearing one, asked how 
often that well had been used as a back-up, 
and what its yield was. The engineers had 
no answers. When also asked whether the 
remediation process for sulfur they planned 
to apply to the new well could be applied 
here, the answer was yes, at an estimated 
cost of $5,000. 
  Immediately after the Public Hearing, the 
Board voted unanimously to approve the 3 
Resolutions prepared by Cedarwood: 

Authorizing the acquisition, construc-
tion and installation of the water 
system improvements and related 
site work at a cost of $2,950.000. 

Authorizing the issuance of serial 
bonds to finance the water system 
through DWSHP and EFC, with 
the understanding that if the Pilot 
failed, the Town could withdraw. 

Authorizing Cedarwood Engineering 
as the firm to undertake this 
work.~ 

MOUNTAINEER TRACKS 

By Dr. Patrick Darfler-Sweeney, Act-
ing Superintendent 
  Our doors opened on Wednesday, 
September 7 for the 2022-23 school 
year seamlessly and with great excite-
ment.  It is wonderful to have students 
back in the building.  We welcomed 
several new students and are excited to 
have a Pre-K program in the building. 
We welcomed some new staff mem-
bers to the ACS family as well.  Olivia 
Post will be our Guidance Counselor, 
Krystal Hernandez as our Reading 
Teacher and Megan McGinnis as our 

  We are looking forward to another suc-
cessful school year at Andes Central 
School and hope to see you at many of 
the events hosted at the school this year.~ 

    Interested parties that would like to 
attend our events, host a garden event, or 
take a more active role in the Andes Gar-
den Club may do so by e-
mailing: info@andesgardenclub.org or 
scanning the QR code to find our Insta-
gram and Facebook pages. Our next 
event will be held on October 8th, and 
will feature a seed exchange and Fall 
harvest.~ 

Andes Garden Club (Continued from page 3) 

mailto:info@andesgardenclub.org
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By Margaret DiBenedetto 

   There’s a tangle of yellow and white along an edge of the 
pond. Goldenrod, asters. Some jewelweed, too. Spike and I 
wander over. He’s on-leash, because if he wasn’t, he’d be 
dog-gone, and then I’d have to worry about the road, and 
him bothering the neighbors and the creatures he’d come 
across and tear after. 
   Today the mash-up of flowers is humming loudly. Dozens 
of bees. I see at least three different species of native bees, 
two of which are bumbles. They drone about thickly, labori-
ously, and heavy with pollen. Lots of pollen this year, lots of 
bees. I do feel bad about the plight of European honey bees, 
and I love both them and their honey. But let’s be honest: 
They were introduced. They mainly live in artificial environ-
ments, and that need to live in little cities is a critical factor 
in their demise. Herbicides and pesticides that weaken the 
immune system, plus close contact which spreads mites and 
fungi, equals disease. My case against living in a city. 
   Upwards of 50 species of bumble-
bees live in New York State, all 
from the wonderfully named genus 
of Bombus. They are immensely 
productive pollinators and they de-
pend on nutrients from natural veg-
etation to survive. Bright red Afri-
can or Asian flowers may look in-
viting, but their nutritive value for 
our birds and pollinators is minimal, 
or even completely lacking. Our 
indigenous birds and insects 
evolved with indigenous plants, and 
they need that native nectar, pure 
and simple.  
   I look at the pond. Down two feet, much lower than usual. 
I’m hopeful in thinking there’s still enough water to support 
the critters below the surface, and that the resulting rise in 
the water temperature hasn’t started to wipe them out. The 
two inflowing streams are barely a trickle. The pond is on its 
own. This feels like a drought, though technically we’re just 
on the cusp. This, from the informative yet downright de-
pressing website drought.gov/states/new-york. 
   The combination of this summer’s heat and our current 
lack of water feels darkly prophetic. But we who live in the 
Catskills are fortunate; these cool, green hills keep us cooler 
and greener and saner than 
the rest of the country, 
which seems to be apoca-
lyptically going to hell. This 
is our own slice of heaven, 
for which I am mighty 
grateful. But will our pro-
tection, safety, seclusion 
last forever? It can’t, can it? 
Reports are that in the not 
so distant future, we’ll re-
member the year 2022 as 
the good old days. 
   I take comfort, and derive 
hope from the actions and 
decisions of local groups 
and individuals who place 
the protection of the envi-

ronment, and the future of our children, at the center of their 
efforts. If we concentrate on making conscientious decisions 
and taking care of our own little corner of the world—our 
families, our Catskills—we can work in very personal ways 
for our communities.  
   I’ll do what I can: plant native plants, install heat pumps. 
Remember to ask my neighbors not to brushhog their fields 
till late October or November (for the sake of the birds and 
the pollinators who still need food). Figure out how to buy an 
electric vehicle. Drive less. Stop buying cheap crap from the 
cheap crap store. Or Amazon. (Why those two? Because pro-
duction of stuff uses lots of energy, and shipping it across 
oceans, and then across the US, also uses lots of energy. The 
thrift shop is just down the road.) Buy local food as much as 
possible. Same reason. 
   Also, I need to stop watching the damned TV and do some-
thing useful. Go for a walk. Read good books. Converse with 

my family and neighbors. There. Sanity in a few 
sentences. 
   Spike is pulling to go sniff around the base of 
the old oak where we’ve seen a porcupine, and 
where I think flying squirrels have a room at the 
top. On the way, I watch a couple of monarchs 
sail above the pond to the field on the other side. 
If they’re not headed south, they soon will be. 
   The dog and I migrate ourselves to the cabin. I 
look back and notice how many more leaves 
have turned yellow, and orange and red. Fall’s 
here; nights will be progressively chillier, if the 
seasons behave normally. The native, solitary 
bees will lay their eggs in holes and corners and 

crevices and underground bunkers, and the Bombus queens 
will over-winter underground as well. Buttoning up for the 
upcoming cold. 
   I think I’ll bring in some wood. And call the guy about a 
heat pump.~ 

Margaret DiBenedetto is the author of Ebony Bear, 
thewildlifestories.com  

FROM DINGLE HILL: THE BEES 

 

Correction to September article – From Dingle Hill-The Owl 
Peg spends a lot of time enjoying nature at “the cabin.” Con-
trary to the impression we may have 
given she does not own the property. 

http://drought.gov/states/new-york
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BOOK REVIEW: The Library Book by Susan Orlean  

Reviewed by Jane Tompkins 
    In 1880, an eighteen-year-old girl name 
Mary Foy was appointed head of the Los 
Angeles Public Library. An efficient admin-
istrator who could find any book in a few 
minutes (there was no card catalogue), and 
hunt down fines like a fiend, she was so young her father 
had to walk her home every night. More astonishing than 
her youth was her gender. Until then, no library in Ameri-
ca had been headed by a woman. Women were not even 
allowed to have library cards and had to remain in  Ladies’ 
Rooms which offered only magazines. Libraries catered to 
and were run by men, the feminization of library staffs 
being mainly a 20th century phenomenon. 
      Think you’re not interested libraries? So did I. But as 
soon as I began to read The Library Book, that changed. It 
holds one’s interest in a way few books do. The writing is 
so good the subject is almost irrelevant. The author knows 
exactly when to leave a topic and broach a new one, how 
to pique your curiosity about 
something not even remote-
ly interesting on the surface, 
and how to hold your atten-
tion fast, minute by minute. 
Everything she touches 
comes alive.   
     A word about non-
fiction. In the past forty to 
fifty years, non-fiction writ-
ers have lighted up the land-
scape with their work. Be-
ginning with Truman Ca-
pote, who started it all, they 
are authors like John 
McPhee, the British writer 
Robert McFarlane, Janet 
Malcom, Ian Frasier, Bill 
Bryson, and Dave Eggers, to 
name only a handful. These writers possess a clear, pene-
trating vision of reality and consummate skill in their craft 
to such a degree that they present the real world to readers 
in a way that reveals its miraculousness. They get us to 
see, to see things we’ve never seen, and to see things 
we’ve seen before transformed. Susan Orlean’s fascinating 
account of the Los Angeles Central Library is such a book.  
   To give you a taste. As she drives her first-grade son, 
who’s been given an assignment to interview someone 
who works for the city, to the Studio City branch of the 
LA library (he’s chosen to interview a librarian), the au-
thor remembers being driven by her mother to their local 
library when she was a child. Once they’re there, every-
thing feels exactly the same. She immerses us in the physi-
cal details of the place and its atmosphere, and then com-
ments:   
    “It wasn’t that time stopped in the library. It was as if it 
were captured here, and in all libraries--and not only time, 
my life, but all human time as well. In the library time is 
dammed up—not just stopped but saved. The library is a 
gathering pool of narratives and of the people who come to 
find them. It is where we can glimpse immortality; in the 
library, we can live forever.” 
     The main narrative centers on the burning of the Cen-

tral Library in April of 1986, an event overshadowed in the 
news by the Chernobyl nuclear meltdown—parallel events in 
a way. Chernobyl threatens to wipe out humanity, the library 
fire to destroy human history. The fire burned for seven hours, 
reaching a temperature of 2000 degrees Fahrenheit. Nearly 
every firefighter in the city was called in. One million books 
were damaged or destroyed.   
     Both employees and patrons were devastated, and the gen-
eral population as well. By the time one has read only a little 
way into the book, one realizes that a library is so much more 
than a collection of books. It is home for the homeless 
(literally), a place where restless souls find peace, where the 
like-minded gather to discuss shared interests, a place where 
thousands of questions are answered daily, where serious aca-
demic research is carried out and people come to learn every 
sort of thing: embroidery, kale farming, playing the stock mar-
ket.   
     As she went about her research, Orlean spoke with all the 
department heads,  people who worked at checkout, guards, 
custodians, higher level administrators, program directors, and 
so on. She learned that the library, in addition to books, hous-
es a collection of menus, a collection of sheet music, and a 
collection of maps, and that the Philosophy Department at one 
time included books on palmistry, cock-fighting, adultery, 
bicycle racing, and servant girls. The most interesting stories 
involve patrons of 
which two, told by 
Glen Creason who 
heads the History 
Department, remain 
in my mind.   
    One day a well-
dressed woman ap-
proached him and 
said she had been in 
the Atlantic Ocean 
since 1912 and re-
cently had turned 
herself into a seal in 
order to come to the 
West Coast.  
     Then there were 
the twin brothers 
who came to the 
library to read Thu-
cydides and Herod-
otus exclusively and 
told Glen Creason 
the same joke every 
day for seven years.  
     A one-time head, 
Charles Lummis, 
who dressed some-
thing like Buffalo 
Bill and wanted 
everybody to enjoy 
the benefits of 
books, advertised 
the library every-
where he could think of, in public places, in schools, to the 
railway workers, promising people they would earn more 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Schedule Visit 
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Private Classes 
Soundbaths 
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Mountain View Property Management 
 

  Lawn Maintenance               Snow Removal              Culvert Pipes  

  Planting/Mulching                Brush Hogging              French Drains  

  Tree & Shrub Planting          Post Holes                     General Construction 

  Bulldozing & Grading          Gutter Cleaning            Painting Int/Exterior 

  
 
Ryan Fleischman                                      Michael Fleischman 
Landscaping                                           General Construction 
(631)559-8008                                                    (631)926-2206 
 

mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com 
Call/Text/Email Today! 

New Books 

Act of Oblivion 
by Robert Harris 

Africville  
by Shauntay Grant 

All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days 
by Rebecca Donner 

The Best is Yet to Come 
by Debbie Macomber 

Blowback 
by James Patterson 

Captive 
by Iris Johansen 

The Church of Baseball 
by Ron Shelton 

Clive Cussler’s Hellburner 
by Mike Maden 

Desperation in Death 
by J.D. Robb 

The Dictionary of Lost Words 
by Pip Williams 

Fairy Tale 
by Stephen King 

Girl, Forgotten 
by Karin Slaughter 

Lessons 
by Ian McEwan 

Like a Rolling Stone: A Memoir 
by Jann Wenner 

The Many Daughters of Afong Moy 
by Jamie Ford 

Marriage Portrait 
by Maggie O’Farrell 

Mercury Pictures Presents 
by Anthony Marra 

Nineteen Reservoirs 
by Lucy Sante 

Prince Martin Series (Juvenile) 
by Brandon Hale 

Robert B. Parker’s Fallout 
by Mike Lupica 

A Song of Comfortable Chairs 
by Alexander McCall Smith 

Summer Without Dawn 
by Agop Hacikyan & Jean-Yves 

Soucy 

The Rising Tide: Vera Stanhope 
by Ann Cleeves 

Trust Exercise 
by Hernan Diaz 

A Truth to Lie For 
by Anne Perry 

Winter in Sokcho 
by Elisa Shua Dusapin 

Wrong Place, Wrong Time 
by Gillian McAllister 

BOOK SALE: 
All books on the porch and marked 

shelves upstairs are for sale. Suggested 
donations: 

25 cents per paperback or 5/$1 
50 cents per hardcover or 3/$1 

DVDs (single) $1 each 
DVDs (multipack $3-$5) 

Audio Books $5 
 

 The gardening, home improvement, 
antiques, art books, and yearbooks are 

NOT for sale. 
 

If you have any requests or suggestions,  
please call 845-676-3333 or email 

an.ill@4cls.org 

money if they became readers. Pat-
ronage grew by so much he had to 
find new quarters—the third floor of 
a downtown department store.  
     The building that burnt in 1986, 
designed by Bertram Goodhue, was 
modern and magical, with gardens, 
a pool, statuary, a central hall with 
highly decorated arches and col-
umns—a dignified space one could 
also feel welcomed by and find a 
home in. After the fire, and much 
controversy, it was restored to its 
original luster and expanded to 
make room for more books and the 
myriad functions it had come to per-
form. When I finished reading the 
book I was sorry to say good-by to 
it, so intimate had I become with the 
life of this amazing institution.     
 
 P.S. Investigators determined the 
fire had been the result of arson and 
although one strong suspect stood 
out, there was not enough evidence 
to bring him to trial. No other perpe-
trator was ever found.~  

BOOK REVIEW (Continued from page 6) 

usually around 1 pm, but I would check 
with the school or the library to be sure. 
     We will have individually packed 
candy bags, hot drinks (cocoa, apple ci-
der, coffee/tea) and other snacks if you 
want to come warm up or just hang out. 
     Have a wonderful October!  Remem-
ber to reach out if you need assistance 
with navigating the online catalog/

LIBRARY NOTES (Continued from page 2) 

managing your account, need copy/fax/
printing/laminating services, or require 
technical assistance with computers 
and devices.  an.ill@4cls.org or 845-
676-3333.  Like and follow us on Face-
book and visit www.andeslibrary.org. ~  

mailto:an.ill@4cls.org
http://www.andeslibrary.org
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ALLISON OIL, INC. 
 

Fuel Oil & Kerosene 
 

815 Lower Dingle Hill Rd, Andes, NY 13731 
 

Call (845) 676-HEAT (4328) 
 

Why Pay More? 
Serving Delaware & Ulster Counties 

HEAP Accepted                                    CREDIT CARDS Accepted 

rainfall with a single exception. The 
minimum for the period was in 1917 
and was .86 of an inch. 

Tuesday evening about 6 o’clock the 
fire bell sounded an alarm of fire. It 
proved to be a chimney burning out at 
the old Hunting hotel and the services 
of the firemen were not needed. [JA: 
This is the Hunting Tavern building 
which was occupied as apartments at 
that time. The residents heated and 
cooked with wood.] 

The proposition to bond the town of 
Andes for $50,000 to build a stone road 
down the Tremperskill, brings to light 
the fact that while Andes village main-
tains its own streets and has just bond-
ed to improve them, it would also have 
to pay its share of the $50,000, 

 THE WAY WE WERE 
Culled by Judy Garrison 

With commentary by Jim Andrews 
From October 1922 issues of  

The Andes Recorder 
100 Years Ago 

 
WEEK IN AND ABOUT ANDES 

 
Events of a week as chronicled by  

the Man on the Street  
 
 

Robert L. Gerry is preparing to erect a 
horse barn on what is known as the Amos 
Farm in southern Bovina. The structure 
will be large enough to hold 30 racing 
horses. A stone road will also be built to 
it. It is also rumored that a racing track 
may be built. 

W. T. Black, recently appointed fuel ad-
ministrator for Delaware county has is-
sued instructions to coal dealers and con-
sumers. Dealers are instructed to sell coal 
at the price in effect last March, and not 
more than a ton may be delivered to a 
consumer at one time. Fine or imprison-
ment or both is the penalty for a viola-
tion. Advices state that not more than 50 
per cent of a normal supply of coal will 
be available before next March. [Jim An-
drews: It appears that there was an 
energy shortage in 1922 also!] 

The September report of the local station 
of the United States weather bureau show 
that the mean maximum temperature for 
the month was 78 degrees, the mean min-
imum 49 degrees and the mean 64 de-
grees. The total precipitation for the 
month was only 1.12 inches and of 
this .90 of an inch fell on the 12th. On the 
4th the rainfall was .22 of an inch and on 
two other days there was a trace of rain 
but not enough to measure……In the last 
quarter of a century this is the lightest 

thus placing a double burden on the res-
idents of the village. [JA: This must 
have been the first time that the cost 
for road construction and mainte-
nance was spread across the entire 
Andes tax base. The residents of the 
former village now pay through town 
taxes for the upkeep of every road 
maintained by the town.] 

Harold Thompson, a clerk in the Dela-
ware National bank, at Delhi, while 
hunting on Scotch mountain Saturday in 
company with his younger brother, 
Carlton, had the misfortune to shoot 
himself through the left forefinger. In 
climbing over a log the muzzle of the 
gun had been placed in the ground and 
some dirt had entered it. In cleaning it 
out the gun was discharged, hitting his 
finger. Amputation of the member at the 

first joint was necessary. [JA: The 
hunter safety classes that are 
now recommended for new hunt-
ers could have prevented that.] 

Fall of Shavertown Woman Fatal. 
Mrs. Cynthia Barnhart, who lived 
with her son Scott Barnhart, died 
Monday, October 23, at the age of 
83 years.  Last Friday she fell to the 
floor while doing some canning and 
broke her hip and her arm. On ac-
count of her age the doctor did not 
set the breaks. [JA: Surgical inter-
vention for a broken hip proba-

(Continued on page 9) 
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85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

 

Open 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Mondays & Tuesdays 
  

 

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

 

GARDEN NEWS  

By Diane Lockspeiser  
   The hot Summer was enjoyed by 
many of the old classics around our 
place — the zucchini, the heirloom 
Beefsteak tomatoes, the big old-
fashioned watermelon, and my hus-
band Steve. 
   We were fortunate to get just enough 
rain from the scattered thunderstorms 
that passed through, but I’ve heard that 
many areas were not so lucky, some-
times even just a short distance away 
on the other side of town! Even so, I 
did supplement the more thirsty mem-
bers of the garden with the hose early 
almost every morning. Mulching also 
helped. 
   It was pure luck that this year I de-
cided to try growing watermelon. I got 
the seeds from the Seed Exchange, 
which is usually located under the 
window that faces the parking lot at 
the Andes Public Library. I left a small 
baggie of homegrown heirloom string 
bean seeds and took home a couple of 
cabbage seeds to try, as well as the 
watermelon. 
   I learned to leave much more space 
for cabbages! I grew two about a foot 
apart and one became so gigantic it 
overshadowed the other. 
   Speaking of gigantic, the one water-
melon that developed from the one 
plant I had managed to grow, starting 
inside under lights in April, grew to be 
26 pounds! I was unsure and very 
nervous about when to harvest it. It 

took some critter raiding our corn for 
me to realize how upset I’d be if 
something ate into that one watermel-
on before I had a chance to taste it. 
Cut open, it wasn’t as red inside as 
those from the store, so I was disap-
pointed, that is, until the first sweet 
juicy bite made me not care so much 
about the color. A deeper red did de-
velop during the couple of weeks that 
it sat in the refrigerator as we made 
our way through it, slice by sweet 
juicy slice. 
   There’s an abundance of tomatoes 
this year, but not nearly as many ap-
ples as usual. I thought it was some-
thing I did, or didn’t do, but many 
growers and vendors I spoke with said 
basically the same thing: Tomatoes 
and apples thrive in opposite condi-
tions. This was definitely a tomato 
year. 
   Although the cucumbers did well 
enough for our usage, they have never 
thrived here as well as they did during 
the first few years when I grew them 
in hay bales. Those old bales have 
long ago decomposed into beautiful 
soil, but the cucumbers in particular 
seem to have preferred the conditions 
inside the bale itself (airy but com-
pressed, hot and steamy). Maybe one 
year I’ll become ambitious enough to 
get some more bales. 
   I was, however, extremely happy 
with the type of cucumber I tried this 
year. It’s from High Mowing seeds in 

Vermont and called, unimaginatively, H-
19 Little Leaf Cucumber. Those much 
smaller leaves made it SO much easier to 
find all the cukes before they could be-
come seedy monstrosities. 
   In case you are not aware, if you save 
seeds for next season from a Hybrid plant, 
you don’t know what it will produce. 
Make sure your seed-saving efforts are 
with Heirloom varieties.~ 

bly wasn’t available at that time and 
those that actually lived through the 
fall and resulting pain would end up 
in a wheelchair. That would never 

happen today.  A person of that age 
now would have surgery and be walk-
ing the next day. Modern medicine is 

definitely a good thing.]~ 

WAY WE WERE (Continued from page 8) 
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Andes Gazette, Inc. 
Email: andesgazette@catskill.net 
Website: www.andesgazette.net 

 

 
Editorial Staff: Buffy Calvert, Maria 
Ditchek, Linda Lederman, and Judy Gar-
rison 
 

Contributors: Jim Andrews, Mel Bel-
lar, Buffy Calvert, Peter Calvert, Dr. Pat-

rick Darfler-Sweeney, Tina DeSanto, Peg 
DiBenedetto, Judy Garrison, Diane 
Lockspeiser, Jane Tompkins, Pamela 
West-Finkle 
 

Photography: Peter Calvert, Maria 
Ditchek, Pamela West-Finkle 
 

Layout: Kari-Astrid Haugeto 
 

Printing: Print Shop, SUNY Delhi 
 
If you have an idea for an article, contact 
Judy Garrison by phone (212) 729-7985.  
or email garrison@catskill.net  
 
If you would like to advertise in the  
Gazette, request the ad rates by email at  
andesgazette@catskill.net.  

  

Andes Gazette, Inc. 
P.O. Box 223 
Andes, NY 13731  
 
 

 

Advertise in the Andes Gazette 
or 

Give a Gift Subscription of the Gazette to a  

friend, and keep someone in touch. We will send an 

announcement with the first issue. 

Your support will ensure the continued publication of the Gazette. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Yes, I would like to subscribe to the Andes Gazette. Enclosed is a  

check for $15.00 for a one-year subscription. 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:_________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Mail to: Andes Gazette, Inc., P.O. Box 223, Andes, NY 13731 
 

 


