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FROM DINGLE HILL: The Owl 

By Peg DiBenedetto 
     Got a call about an in-
jured owl up one of the 
valleys. Went for a ride, 
and there on the side of the 
road by Kelsey Grammer’s 
place sat a great horned 
owl.  Cars had gone by and 
it hadn’t moved. Must be 
in bad shape. I walked 
down the road a little and 
gave it wide berth, pretend-
ing to be interested in 
something in the ditch. 
Maybe it didn’t matter, but 
my goal was to stress him 
as little as absolutely possi-
ble. This guy had had a 
hard time already, and 
catching him would only 
add to the strain. As my 
sister and friend Todd 
moved behind him to block 
a possible escape route, I 
pivoted and quickly 
brought my net down. The bird was 
amazingly calm as we extricated him. 
Great horned owls tend to be active, if 
not a bit truculent when you catch 
them, and this guy was peaceful. 
Meaning that even though he looked 
fine, something was very wrong. In-
ternal injury? Lead or zinc poisoning? 
He was absolutely gorgeous, and as 
he was the smallest great horned owl 
I’d ever seen, I knew it was a male. 
As in many raptor and owl species, 
the female is the larger of the sexes, 
and this fellow was almost half the 
size of most we’ve rehabilitated. 
     An hour later, he was at the 
Friends of the Feathered and Furry 
Wildlife Center in Hunter, where my 
husband and I volunteer. A cursory 

examination showed nothing except 
a slight right wing droop. X-rays, 
and there it was. Not visible by eye, 
an abnormality in the wing bone. 
Determination by the vet: the bird 
would not fly again, therefore could 
not hunt, and would never be re-
leased.  
     These cases are tough for us. We 
try to place un-releasable wildlife 
with zoos or educators who want 
them. Unfortunately, no one had 
room for one more owl, and, more 
importantly, with the threat of avian 
flu, places are less likely these days 
to introduce wild birds into their 
captive settings. For good reason, 
they do not want to endanger the 
birds they already have. With no 

Introducing our New Wildlife 
Writer, Margaret (Peg)  
DiBenedetto 

     We are pleased to welcome Peg 
DiBenedetto to the Gazette. She will be-
come a regular contributor, writing on 
local wildlife and other subjects that in-
terest her.  
   A little about Peg DiBenedetto 
   She was raised on her father’s dairy 
farm in Halcott Center. 

For more than 20 years, Peg worked in 
land management for the New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection, 
and hiked much of the Delaware and 
Greene County Catskills while perform-
ing boundary maintenance as well as 
monitoring Conservation Easements. For 
several years she monitored bald eagle 
nests at the Schoharie Reservoir for the 
DEP, and continues to do so as a volun-
teer for the New York State Department 
of Conservation. 

Peg and her husband Michael have 
been active with the Delaware-Otsego 
Audubon Society, working to capture 
and track wintering resident golden ea-
gles of the Catskills. 

Peg is chair of the board of the Catskill 
Center for Conservation and Develop-
ment (CCCD), and a past Board Chair of 
The MARK Project. Peg has a place on 
Dingle Hill in Andes. ~  

alternative, this injured owl was eu-
thanized. I know it seems cruel, but 
in some cases it is necessary, and it is 
done very humanely, with respect 
and little stress to the animal. Our 
hearts are always heavy. It does not 
get any easier.  
     Evening on the Hill. Dark is still 
two hours off, but the air of this hot 
summer day has cooled to 78° and 
the sun has dipped below the moun-

(Continued on page 4) 
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By Judy Garrison 
   If you’re new to Andes you may wonder how the flags 
adorning Main Street happen to get raised. And what about 
the hanging flower baskets in Summer, 
the illuminated snowflakes in Winter and 
the military banners throughout the tem-
perate seasons? And how is the ongoing 
job of maintenance—surely an endeavor 
to reckon with—handled, and by whom? 
The answer started and continues with the 
name Bill Day. He motivated and gath-
ered together friends and neighbors into 
an unofficial but dedicated group he 
called Stars & Stripes which he shepherd-
ed in its organic evolution for two dec-
ades. The grief following Bill’s unex-
pected passing in January of this year ex-
tended well beyond Bill’s large family 
into the community. But nothing about 
Bill, Mr. Enthusiasm personified, was downbeat. And so, in 
accordance with his wishes, the “memorial” tribute to him 
on Saturday, August 20th out back at the Hotel was a Cele-
bration of Life Party. It was held on a prefect Summer day 
from 2-6, with barbecue, a DJ playing many of Bill’s favor-
ites, a cash bar, and family present. 

   I spoke with Laurie Day, married to Bill since 2008. She re
-counted how it was a con-
versation Bill had with Kev-
in Roney, a Navy veteran, 
about his enthusiasm for 
displaying the American 
flag, when that seed got 
planted. After Kevin passed, 
Bill immediately started the 
project in his memory. Bill 
had seen military banners 
when traveling, and brought 
the idea back to Andes 
where it was well received. 
He jump-started this popu-
lar ongoing project which 
has now been taken up by 
other nearby towns. Andes 
long had street-level barrel 

flower planters; now the more decorative raised planters re-
quire timely watering from a pick-up truck. The flowers are 
selected by Wayne Snyder for their ability to survive dry 

spells. 
   Laurie reminded me how 
Bill’s barn—on the current site 
of Wayside Cider—was the 
lively home of Andes’ annual 
Christmas party and many oth-
er dance parties, where dart 
and horseshoe toss fundraisers 
took place. When that era end-
ed, Bill took those traditions to 
the Hotel and elsewhere. 
   As Bill told it, he was the 
last baby born in Arena prior 
to its flooding for the Pepacton 
Reservoir. He attended local 
schools before moving to 

Stratford in the Adirondack foothills, where later as an adult 
he was active in the fire department and the fish and game 
club. Transitioning from being owner of a roofing and build-
ing contracting business he ran for 40 years, coaching sports 
at Andes Central School, Bill’s passionate fundraising and 
organizational skills blossomed further, extending to snow-
mobiling. He started the Central Catskill Trail Association 
(CCTA), acting a president for 20 years, heading up many 
fundraising events. Laurie is grateful to see it carrying on 
with many young people getting involved and Jonathan La-
Fever taking over at the helm. 
   Bill carried out a persevering spirit of fundraising for com-
munity benefit, done with a passion that motivated many in a 
style that was all his own. In the early years of Stars & Stripes 
he along with Bob Armstrong, Sally O’Neill, Dorothy 
McArdle and others planned projects together. The commit-
ment of many, like Bob Abbate, continues on. Bob is prepar-
ing the filing for the incorporation of a 501 (c) (3), the Bill 
Day Memorial Community Foundation, Inc., aka Stars & 
Stripes, which is currently pending.  
  The party was an event infused with a spirit of conviviality 
that would have warmed Bill’s heart. If a reader would like to 
find out about volunteering with Stars & Stripes, reserving a 
military banner or contributing financially, you may call Lau-
rie Day at 845-676-4912.~  

A DAY TO CELEBRATE BILL DAY 
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ALLISON OIL, INC. 
 

Fuel Oil & Kerosene 
 

815 Lower Dingle Hill Rd, Andes, NY 13731 
 

Call (845) 676-HEAT (4328) 
 

Why Pay More? 
Serving Delaware & Ulster Counties 

HEAP Accepted                                    CREDIT CARDS Accepted 

and the Stott house mentioned be-
low are the two Craftsman houses 
below the old Corner Store building. 
They were actually built by John 
Fowler who was a farmer and had 
formerly worked on the D & N Rail-
road, and was also a skilled carpen-
ter. John Fowler was the father of 
Marguerite Fowler who lived in that 
house until her death in 1994.] 

David L Bruce is having extensive 
improvements made on his residence 
on Main street. [JA: This Victorian 
house was dramatically altered into 
the fashionable Craftsman style 
with the addition of the large L-
shaped porch with cedar shakes 
added in the roof peak and was 
painted in traditional Craftsman 
brown and gold.] 

J. Alex Stott will erect a house on the 
“Cottage Row” property. [JA: Rima 
Walker’s home –see above.] 

The State Automobile bureau has be-
gun to send out license plates for 1923 
to the county clerks of the various 
counties of the state. The plates which 
are made at the state prison in Auburn 
are purple in color, with white letters, 
and are said to be very easily recog-
nizable as to number from a considera-
ble distance. 

A big crowd attended a clam bake at 
Shavertown Wednesday night. State 
Troopers were present and captured 
some booze brought in by bootleggers. 

It is a little-known fact that in 1887 the 
first pasteurizing machine ever used in 
the United States was imported from 
Germany and set up at Bloomville, 

 THE WAY WE WERE 
Culled by Judy Garrison 

With commentary by Jim Andrews 
From September 1922 issues of  

The Andes Recorder 
100 Years Ago 

 
WEEK IN AND ABOUT ANDES 

 
Events of a week as chronicled by  

the Man on the Street  
 
 
Merritt Stuart is erecting a new $18,000 
bungalow at Corbett. Mrs. Stuart was 
Miss May Bruce of Andes. [Jim An-
drews: This, of course, is Buffy Cal-
vert’s father and mother’s house in 
Corbett.] 

Mrs. William I. Gill is in New York City 
this week purchasing millinery goods and 
procuring the fall and winter styles of 
women’s head gear. [JA: Mrs. Gill had 
a millinery shop in the corner building 
where the post office used to be.] 

Andes is certainly experiencing a build-
ing boom this fall, and numerous projects 
are under way. Work has been com-
menced on the building of a creamery on 
the site of Andes Creamery company 
plant destroyed by fire over a year ago. It 
will be of concrete. The Andes Co-
Operative Dairy company will erect a Bi-
Products plant just at the rear of their 
creamery. [JA: This creamery operated 
on that site until it also burned in 1946.  
It was rebuilt and operated until the 
1970s, when the decline in dairying 
here forced its closure.  It is now the 
home of ROMO Machine.] 

John. C. Fowler has broken ground for a 
new residence on lower Main on part of 
the “Cottage Row” property. [JA: This 

Delaware county by Luis B. Halsey. This 
plant initiated the plan of pasteurization 
which at that time was opposed by New 
York City as a subterfuge to conceal un-
clean milk; a position on which the same 
board reversed themselves 12 years later 
and now they will not allow a drop of 
milk to be sold in New York that has not 
been pasteurized. [JA: This creamery is 
still standing at the North end of 
Bloomville and there is a NYS historic 
marker in front denoting its historical 
significance.] 

David Ballantine passed away after brief 
illness…. By his death Andes loses one 
of its most prominent citizens. For more 
than half a century he was in business 
here, first as a merchant and later as a 
banker. He was for many years vice pres-
ident of the First National Bank and upon 
the death of his father he became its pres-
ident. After the bank voluntarily liquated 

[sic] in 1895, he conducted a pri-
vate bank until 1918, when he sold 
his banking business to Charles E. 
Hulbert, who then organized the 
National Bank of Andes. He then 
retired and thereafter spent the win-
ters at S. Petersburg, Florida and 
summers in Andes…..He was a 
man of sterling, resolute character, 
firm purposes, uncompromising 
honesty, indomitable energy, genial 
disposition and whole-hearted 
friendship….[JA: Somewhere I 
had heard that David Ballant-
ine’s banking business was hav-
ing management issues and that’s 
why he sold it. His retiring seems 
like a better reason!!!]~ 

ENSLAVED:  PEOPLE AS PROPER-
TY IN DELAWARE COUNTY, 1780-
1830 

The Andes Society for History and Cul-
ture offers a presentation by historian 
Diane Galusha on Sunday, September 18 
at 2 pm at the Hunting Tavern, 288 Main 
Street. 

The talk will identify specific local slave-
holders who appear in the 1820 census as 
owning one individual each. Citing per-
sonal documents, official records, mem-
oirs, newspaper accounts and other peri-
od sources, Galusha will bring 
this disturbing, little-known aspect of 
local history out of the shadows.  

Diane is the author of several books 
on local and regional history and is Presi-
dent of the Historical Society of Mid-
dletown, Delaware County.  

Please join us on September 18 at 2pm~ 
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By Buffy Calvert 
   The Town Board will hold a Public 
hearing on Thursday, September 1st at 6 
pm. 
    The Town Board held a special meet-
ing on Monday, August 15th to hear a re-
port from Cedarwood Engineering repre-
sentatives Tom Suozzo and Nick Bandal 
about the status of the well drilled on 
High Street Cemetery ground a few years 
ago and to suggest that the Town apply 
for a grant from the state Environmental 
Facility Corp. (EFC) for $2, 950,000 for a 
new water source for the Hamlet. 
   The well gives a good yield (40 gallons 
per minute) but initially gave off a Sul-
phur smell and taste. An attempt on the 
Andes School Ground yielded the same. 
But there is now a treatment for the hy-
drosulphates that seems to work in the 
High Street well. The engineers suggest 
that Andes launch a Pilot Project costing 

$25,000 to confirm that the well 
would be viable, followed by drilling 
2 wells 200 feet apart on the site at a 
total cost of an estimated $2,950,000. 
The grant could cover 60% of that; the 
Town would need to borrow 40% at 
3% interest. 
   The cost to those in the Water Dis-
tricts (139 households. businesses, non
-profit orgs, Town properties) would 
rise from the current $490 annually to 
$896. 
    Questions arose from the Board 
(Bud Gladstone, Supervisor, Shayne 
Moshier, Tom Hall, Ritchie Gabriel 
and Dale Cole) and the public (Jim 
Andrews, Buffy Calvert and Cyndi 
Wright, in person, Lillian Browne and 
Michael Leonick on Zoom). 
   Since we have a good water supply 
(springs, filling a reservoir, gravity 

TOWN BOARD TO DECIDE ON GRANT AND LOAN REQUESTS for $2,950,000 for HIGH STREET 

WELLS: HAMLET WATER DISTRICTS FEES WOULD DOUBLE 

SLUITER 

INSURANCE ♦ FINANCIAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 170, 761 Main Street, Margaretville, NY 12455-0170 

Phone: 845 586-2641 ♦ Fax: 845 586-3809 

AGENCY, INC. 

  

flow) why do we need to change? Ce-
darwood: The state believes ground 
water systems are more reliable. They 
also believe in redundancy. Hence 2 
wells far enough apart not to draw from 
the same source. 
   Could we just go for a grant of 
$25,000 to do the pilot and then, if it 
works, go for the $2,950,000?   
   If the pilot fails, the Town could re-
fuse the rest of the grant, but this is a 
good time to make the application. It 
must be in by September 9th. 
   Bud summarized: The purpose of the 
Public Hearing is to inform the people 
in the Water District and others, to let 
them discuss the options so we on the 
Board can know what they think. At the 
end of the meeting on September 1st, 
the Board will consider the Proposed 
Resolution to go for the $2,950,000 
grant/loan. ~  

ANDES RESERVOIR DAY  
 

The Andes Society for History and Culture is hosting Reservoir 
Day, celebrating our lost villages, at the dining hall at the Pleasant Val-
ley Meeting House on County Route 1 (Tremperskill Road) at Bussey 
Hollow. It will take place on Sunday, September 4th starting at 
noon. 
 

Folks with memories of Pepacton, Union Grove, Shavertown and 
Arena, now under the waters of the Pepacton Reservoir, find these oc-
casions a special way to share old memories. There will be displays of 
memorabilia and the video “Beneath Pepacton Waters” will be shown.  
Please bring a dish to pass and your table setting. Dessert will be pro-
vided. For further information call Jim at 845-676-3474.~ 

tain behind me. 
Daytime birds are 
quieting, though 
the red eyed vir-
eo still calls 
“Here I am, 
where are you?” 
over and over again. Dusky sounds 
are filling in. 
     A lone hermit thrush is directly up 
the hill from where I stand. The ethe-
real soulfull “flute-in-the-woods” 
song is my favorite, very favorite 
birdsong of all. At the sound of it my 
heart soars and I am buoyed beyond 
the troubles of the day. 
     Then, an unexpected call: “Whoo 
whoo whoo who? Whoo whoo whoo 
who-ah?”  Usually heard in the dark, 
a barred owl has started with his 
cooking song early, but just once. He 
won’t call again for me, but he let me 
know he’s around. Near the pond, in 
the pines above the grassy area, 
probably hoping for some mice or 
meadow voles. His call eases my 
thoughts of the one who didn’t make 
it. A day begins, a day ends. Who 
cooks for you? Who cooks for you 
all?~  

THE OWL (Continued from page 1) 
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IDA ADDRESSES QUESTIONS RAISED AT PUBLIC HEARING; BOARD APPROVES GREENHOUSE  

By Buffy Calvert 
    On August 8th, the Planning Board met 
for one item. Present were Frank Win-
kler, Chair, Vice Chair Bill Palmer, 
Cricket Keyes, Harlan Dye, and Art 
Reed, also Kent Manuel from the Dela-
ware County Planning Board and Joanne 
Boerner, Clerk. The public included Evan 
Bowker, IDA, for the Catskill Harvest 
Greenhouse Project and Buffy Calvert, 
Andes Gazette. 
   The meeting was a followup to the Pub-
lic Hearing held in July on the proposed 
Greenhouse on the site owned by the In-
dustrial Development Agency (IDA) and 
leased by Catskill Harvest. In response to 
questions raised at the Public Hearing, 
the planners have moved the structure 
away from neighbors to an upper tier of 
the parking area. The geothermal “wells” 
will be under the structure in a closed 

loop. No new water courses will be 
opened and they will cover any open 
catch basins. 
   In response to a question about the 
greenhouse being built on public land 
using a grant not open to private land-
owners, Mr. Bowker stated that this is a 
2-step priority for IDA. Once the cur-
rent pilot project is accomplished and 
the carbon-neutral greenhouse is pro-
ducing marketable plants year-round, 
step 2 will offer IDA’s expertise for pri-
vate growers to access grants and plans 
for their own projects. IDA hopes to 
cover Delaware County with working 
greenhouses. 
   IDA submitted a written narrative spe-
cifically addressing questions raised at 
the Public Hearing accompanied by a 
large map of the site.  As to lighting and 
noise: The work at the site will close at 

7 pm and the noise level will not ex-
ceed that of traffic on Route 28. It will 
be downlighted so as not to disturb 
neighbors. As to the question of 
“decommissioning” in case the project 
should fail, IDA believes it will suc-
ceed and will be replicated all over the 
county. If it were to fail, IDA will ad-
here to Town laws covering that even-
tuality.  

   The Planning Board approved the 
greenhouse unanimously. Mr. Manuel 
reminded Board members that they are 
required to have 4 hours of training 
yearly. He will keep them posted about 
opportunities. Mr. Winkler raised the 
fact that review of the Andes Compre-
hensive Plan has been on hold during 
Covid and should now go forward. 
Planning Board meets next on Septem-
ber 12th at 7 pm at the Town Hall. ~  

By Bud Gladstone 
    In early 2021, the MARK Project noti-
fied the Andes Town Board that funds 
were available to be used toward a Main 
Street Beautification Project. 
    The Town Board approved the for-
mation of the Streetscape Committee, 
consisting of Town Supervisor, Bud 
Gladstone, Judy Garrison, Debbie Ab-
bate, Deb Marmaro and Robin Ciccone. 
    The committee was challenged with 
the task of identifying a project/projects 
to enhance our already beautiful Main 
Street. 
    Several ideas were presented, includ-
ing purchasing new and refurbishing ex-
isting park benches, updating our Kiosk, 
tree planting and a Town Clock. 
    The group decided on a clock with a 

historical appearance. After considering 
several possibilities, Bohlmann Park 
was chosen as the best site. 
   Travis Balcom and his crew from 
TAB offered and donated their services 
for the installation.  Materials for con-
struction were donated by Travis Bal-
com and Bud and Suzanne Gladstone. 
   Many thanks to the MARK Project 
and Executive Director Katie Camil-
lone for securing the grant funding, to 
Travis Balcom and his TAB crew, 
Streetscape committee members, Bud 
and Suzanne Gladstone and Shayne 
Moshier for storing our clock over the 
winter months. 
   Our community will enjoy this beau-
tiful clock for many, many years to 
come!~  

TOWN CLOCK 
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85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

 

Open 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Mondays & Tuesdays 
  

 

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

 
ANDES COMMUNITY DAY 
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thank Andes Central School for 
hosting the performance, and the 
Community Foundation of South 
Central New York Library Fund 
for providing the funding.  
Thank you also to our volunteers 

Marcello Reale, Kari Haugeto, and 
Denise Munoz, and to the bakers who 
contributed to our bake sale. 

Volunteer Training September 13th– 
4 pm 
   We are looking for volunteers to help 
out at the library.  Our volunteers run 
the library for two hours on Saturday 
mornings, help out at programs, events, 
and fundraisers, and help cover the cir-
culation desk when Tami or I are out 
for illness or vacation. The training 
takes about 60-90 minutes.  Please call 
845-676-3333 or email an.ill@4cls.org 
if you are interested in coming to the 
library for training. 
Music Together with Miss Pam at the 
Andes Library 
   Starting September 19th, we will start 
a ten-week Music Together® early 

  

  

TRI-TOWN SERVICES 
ANDES - MARGARETVILLE - DELHI 

Box 484, Andes, NY 13731 
  

Backhoe & Grading 
Driveways installed & maintained 

Top soil & aged manure 
  

Lawn Maintenance  Bush Hogging  Light Carpentry 
Fire Wood   York Rake  Chimney Sweep 
Shrubs Planted   Snow Plowing  Painting & Staining 
Tree Trimming   Salting & Sanding  Deck Cleaning  

     

  Free Reasonable Estimates   Contact Bill Drew 
  Second Home Pre-warming     845-676-3206 

By Pamela West-Finkle 
   We have wrapped up a wonderful 
summer of programs and activities 
here at the library, and this summer 
has seen a regular stream of visitors 
and new residents, children, grand-
children, and bibliophiles who love our 
little rural library. 
   Our August in Bloom Garden Tour 
was a fabulous success 
thanks to the hard work of 
our garden tour committee 
(Joanne Warner, Vincent 
Lopez, Buffy Calvert, Judy 
Garrison), our volunteers, 
and the generous gift of our 
gardeners’ time and energy. 
A huge thank you to Kelley 
Short and Joe Matranga, Pe-
ter and Linda Lederman, Mel 
and Peggy Bellar, Mike and 
Joanne Warner, Kathe and 
Marcello Reale, Vinny 
Lopez and Jason Frank, Lin-
da Dunne, Julianna Egner 
and Athan Tskalakis, Anne 
Roberti, Pasquale and Caroli-
na Capasso, and Don and Vera Liddle 
for sharing your beautiful gardens and 
properties. Lastly, thank you to everyone 
who attended the garden tour.  Over 
$1,900 was raised for our library. 
   On Community Day, we kicked off our 
book, DVD, and audio book sale (which 
is still ongoing upstairs and on the 
porch), and at 2 pm, were treated to the 
wonderful performance of “Dirt” by the 
talented Arm-of-the-Sea Theater troupe.  
A line of children sat mesmerized as the 
larger than life puppets, props, and musi-
cal narration took them through millions 
of years of soil development, starting 
with cosmic stardust and ending with the 
harvest of food. We would like to again 

LIBRARY NOTES 

childhood parent/caregiver class at 10 
am on Monday mornings.  This class is 
by registration and is part of the com-
munity outreach for The Community 
Music Network. Tuition is $180 for the 
first child, $75 for the 2nd, and $50 for 
each accompanying sibling and includes 
all parent materials, the music collec-
tion, an illustrated songbook.  Scholar-
ships and partial scholarships are availa-
ble as long as space is available.  
   I have been teaching the program for 
twenty years and the best gift for a 
young child is early childhood music.  
The class lasts 45-50 minutes and it is 
fully participatory for both children and 
caregivers.  Infants and pregnant moms 
are also welcome to join!  Grandparents 
and visiting family members are also 
welcome to join the fun. Research 
shows that the sooner full immersion 
music is started, the faster the child’s 
brain develops in cognitive, language, 
physical, social, and emotional areas. 
   To register and learn more, please 
email communitymusicnet@gmail.com 
or call 607-441-8448.  For more infor-
mation on the international, award  
winning community program, visit 
www.musictogether.com.   

Afternoon Music Programs for Chil-
dren & Adults 
   I will also be offering after school 
group music lessons for youth and teens 
in beginning guitar and voice, as well as 
an adult beginning guitar and voice 
group.  We will plan to start these in 
October, possibly on Tuesdays.  If you 
would be interested in joining us, please 
let us know. 
   In the Fall, I plan to schedule another 
Rock and Roll trivia night and Music 
Bingo events.  Stay tuned!~ 



8  

A
N

D
E

S
 G

A
Z

E
T

T
E

 

BOOK REVIEW: The Year of Living Danishly by Helen Russell 

Reviewed by Jane Tompkins 
     When her husband asked Helen Russell if 
she’d like to move to Denmark for a year—
he’d been offered his dream job there by 
LEGO—she wasn’t sure. A London journal-
ist, the online editor of Marie Claire, UK, 
who liked her exciting, though stressful, job, she’s been 
trying to get pregnant with no luck and isn’t quite ready to 
upend her busy urban life. But, being curious and adven-
turous, she decides to go.  
        In Russell’s engaging account, Danish people lead 
peaceful and fulfilling lives, free of the anxiety, competi-
tiveness, and success orientation that dominate the Ameri-

can workplace. The Danish system 
shows that human beings don’t have to 
live in a rat race or just scrape by in ill-
paying jobs in order to support them-
selves and their families. The Danish 
34-37 hour work week, six week vaca-
tions, free higher education, and unem-
ployment support mean that people can 
train for the job of their choice, and, if 
they choose, change jobs easily because 
re-training is free. These benefits, plus 
universal health care, old age benefits, 
generous child care provisions, and nu-

merous other perks have removed the specters of poverty, 
homelessness, and economic hardship from Danish life. 
Normal everyday people—no need for exceptional talent, 
good luck, rich parents, or back-breaking work—can earn 
a decent living and have time to focus on what makes 
them happy 
      In Denmark this means spending time at home with 
family, exuberantly celebrating the country’s national holi-
days, taking time for leisure pursuits like hiking, boating, 
ice-skating, and skiing, going to the theater, attending mu-
sical and sports events, or just hanging out at the local café 
or pub. Things we’d all like to do more of, only we don’t 
have time. 
     Danes like staying home with their kids, visiting 
friends and relatives, and enjoying the pleasures of domes-
ticity, an orientation that stems from the Danish tradition 
of hygge, a word which, loosely translated, means cozi-
ness, or, as one reviewer suggested, cocooning. Think sit-
ting around a fire, with good food, good drink, candle-
light, warmth, and connection to other human beings. 
Sound good? 
    While she was there, Russell read numerous studies 
about Denmark cultural, social and economic—often inter-
viewing the people who wrote them as well as the heads of 
government departments. Several of the studies she read 
compared the happiness of Danish citizens to those of oth-
er countries: In every case Denmark ranked the highest—
no exceptions. To test this, she asked all her interviewees 
the same question: Where would you place yourself on a 
happiness scale from 1 to 10? Not a single person placed 
himself or herself below an 8, most said 8 or 9, and some 
said 10.  
       As she extends her stay, Russell becomes pregnant. 
Rather than return to London to be close to family, she 
elects to stay in this country where child care is either free 
or inexpensive, the pastries are sublime, and the healthy, 

unpressured life style allows her husband to participate in 
child care and take time off to be with her and their son. 
Thanks to the Danes’ enlightened child care policies, she has 
time to study, conduct interviews, and write while caring for 
an infant.   
     Her story allows one to see the senselessness of condemn-
ing such a  benevolent dispensation as “socialism,” with its 
overtones of Communism and tyranny, when, in fact, it allows 
men and women to live more humane, more enjoyable lives 
than the citizens of  “free” capitalist countries where rich and 
poor alike tend to be anxious, driven, workaholic, and  money
-oriented. The 50% tax rate in Denmark has dramatically re-
duced income inequality and lessened the emphasis on pos-
sessing material goods; instead, the work-life balance that the 
government makes possible allows people to enjoy life, as 
well as take care of economic necessities.     
    The system succeeds, says Russell, because of an underly-
ing feeling of trust. Danes by and large trust the government 
to have their best interests at heart and trust one another in 
daily human transactions, a phenomenon, she observes, that 
may stem from living in a homogeneous culture. Nationalistic 
and patriotic, Danes fly flags a lot and are proud of themselves 
as a people. 
     Of course there’s another side to all this, acknowledged in 
a talk the Danish Prime Minister once gave at Harvard. He 
identified the major difficulties facing the nation as: the exist-
ence of a class of jobless migrants that strains the welfare sys-
tem, loss of labor and capital owing to the high tax-rate, and a 
lack of a work in-
centive among low-
er income groups. In 
the postscript to the 
2020 edition, Rus-
sell adds that Den-
mark struggles to 
eliminate racial and 
ethnic prejudice, a 
natural consequence 
of its changing de-
mographic. Yet the 
strong impression 
Russell leaves us 
with is of a nation 
that believes it can 
solve its problems 
through proper gov-
ernment oversight, 
something which, if 
her testimony can 
be believed, it has 
largely accom-
plished. We’d do 
well to figure out 
how Danish solu-
tions can be applied 
to the problems we 
have here. And if 
someone objects 
that this would 
mean creating a 
“Nanny state,” then 
I’m all for it.~ 
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Mountain View Property Management 
 

       Lawn Maintenance                   Snow Removal                Culvert Pipes  

     Planting/Mulching                    Brush Hogging                 French Drains  

     Tree & Shrub Planting              Post Holes                        General Construction 

     Gutter Cleaning                        Bulldozing & Grading     Painting Interior/Exterior 
 

 

 

  
 

 Ryan Fleischman                                        Michael Fleischman 
 Landscaping                                             General Construction 
 (631)559-8008                                                      (631)926-2206 
 

mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com 
Call/Text/Email Today! 

 

   

Free Estimates 

  Fully Insured  

New Books 

Babysitter 
by Joyce Carol Oates 

Black Dog: A Stone Barrington Novel 
by Stuart Woods 

Book Lovers 
by Emily Henry 

The Challenge 
by Danielle Steel 

Chrysalis 
by Lincoln Child 

Clash of the Two Americas 
Vol 1 The Unfinished Symphony 

Vol 2 Open vs Closed 
by Matthew Ehret 

Diana, William & Harry 
by James Patterson/Chris Mooney 

The Family Remains 
by List Jewell 

The Foundling 
by Ann Leary 

Haven 
by Emma Donoghue 

The Housekeeper 
by Joy Fielding 

James Patterson – Stories of My Life 
by James Patterson 

 

The Librarian Spy (Paperback) 
by Madeline Martin 

Nightcrawling 
by Leila Mottley 

The Ninth Month (paperback) 
by James Patterson 

One Italian Summer 
by Rebecca Serle 

The Personal Librarian 
by Marie Benedict 

A Place in the World: 
Finding the Meaning of Home 

by Frances Mayes 

Portrait of an Unknown Woman 
by Daniel Silva 

Sparring Partners 
by John Grisham 

Switchboard Soldiers 
by Jennifer Chiaverini 

Tomb of Sand 
by Geetanijali Shree 

Why We Did It 
by Tim Miller 

The Woman in the Library 
by Sulari Gentill 

If you have any requests or suggestions, 
please call 845-676-3333 or email 

an.ill@4cls.org  

 

 

To our valued Subscribers: 

 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE –  
If you move or if you no longer 
wish to receive the Andes Gazette 
– notify us, either by email 
(andesgazette@catskill.net) or by 
contacting me:  Maria Ditchek – 
845-676-3437 or  
maria_ditchek@yahoo.com. 

 

Lately a number of Gazettes have 
been returned to us and we have 
no way of knowing if you have 
moved, or if the mail carrier is not 
delivering properly. 

 

Your cooperation is much  
appreciated.~ 
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Give a Gift Subscription of the Gazette to a  

friend, and keep someone in touch. We will send an 

announcement with the first issue. 

Your support will ensure the continued publication of the Gazette. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Yes, I would like to subscribe to the Andes Gazette. Enclosed is a  

check for $15.00 for a one-year subscription. 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:_________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Mail to: Andes Gazette, Inc., P.O. Box 223, Andes, NY 13731 
 

 


