
Vol. 24  No.  3 

 August 2022 

 

  

  $1 
contribution 

Now online at www.andesgazette.net 

SUMMER FUN AT THE ANDES LIBRARY  

LIBRARY NOTES 

By Pamela West-Finkle 
Introducing Langston Comer! 
     Each year, we try to get an extra set of hands 
in the library through CDO Workforce’s Youth 
Employment Program.  This year’s library helper 
is fourteen-year-old Langston Comer from South 
Kortright. He has been a great help in the library 
and has shown to be an excellent worker. 
     Langston participates in band, soccer, and track and has 
been a member of student council. He will be in the 9th grade at 
South Kortright Central School in the fall. This is his first job 
and he likes books, so he thought working at the library would 
be interesting. He has most recently read both Rick Riordan’s 
book series and the Harry Potter series, and he took an interest 
in the Dune series after starting work. 
     His favorite subject in school is art (his mother, Solveig 

(Continued on page 6) 
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By Mel Bellar  
   When I walk onto a new property, the first thing I 
do, without even thinking about it, is to take in the 
big picture. This initially involves the feeling that 
the place evokes.  It can be calm and peaceful, exu-
berant, wild, warm, formal, or sometimes confusing 
and unintentional. A garden space can feel loved and important, or 
just kind of there. Beauty, as we know, is in the eye of the behold-
er and most preferences in life are subjective. This is a given. My 
wife often reminds me of this when I am mystified that someone 
thinks a garden is beautiful and I think it is, well, a little messy or 
worse. She tells me “our people just don’t see things the way you 
do, Mel!”   
   By the way, my wife (Peggy Bellar; love of my life) is my muse, 
spiritual advisor, and constant editor who has saved you from 
some (many?) of my harsher thoughts and feelings over the past 8 
years. She also spares you more snarkiness, emojis, implied curse 

words, run-on sentences and off-topic diversions like this one  .  
Please give her a round of applause and thank her when you see 
her.  
   Back to the big picture and the elusive subjectivity of beauty. 
The question, and fine line I walk, is whether my vision will be 
appreciated by the recipient. Sometimes they just can’t visualize it 
until it is demonstrated, or perhaps they prefer it the way it was, 
thinking that my vision is too much in some way. However, gener-
ally when folks hire a professional they are looking for a change! 
Communicating what that looks and feels like can be a challenge. 
That is why we go through a series of drawings, renderings, and 
collaborations before we actually bring in the heavy equipment 
(real and metaphorical). Even with all that preparatory work, 
sometimes folks are still shocked by the reality. Thankfully, 
though, once we have done the transformation and the garden 
comes into its own, I have never had anyone express disappoint-
ment. Folks are generally thrilled and appreciative of having their 
vision expanded. 
   The idea for this column came about from a recent experience 
with a client where we were cleaning up and revamping some gar-
dens on a property. The main assignment was to clean up and re-
store a large island bed that had been overrun with years of weeds 
and neglect. There were big patches of Siberian iris, day lilies, 
some phlox, bee balm and a few other plants that we wanted to 
expose while creating some order and space for new ones. We 
spent many grueling hours at this task as well as shovel-edging 
this bed to create a nice shape. This property was on a steep slope 
(as are most, as well as the bane of my existence) and while all of 
this work was going on, I noticed that on the uphill side of the flat 
area that the house and gardens occupied, there were some out-
croppings and even a little waterfall lurking behind tall weeds: 
mostly goldenrod, brambles and jewelweed.You know me… I had 
to uncover those rocks. I spent 
about 45 minutes pulling out 
the weedy stuff and exposing 
those beautiful rocks.  In my 
humble opinion that was the 
most important thing we did 
that day. That simple task had 
more impact on the look and 
feel of that property than any 
of the other much harder work 
we completed. It was, indeed, 
low-hanging, but perfectly 
ripe, fruit. 
   When we are doing mainte-
nance on a property, and espe-
cially a new property, my co-
workers generally start with 

weeding, deadheading, and cutting back in the beds. I typically go 
in search of that proverbial low-hanging fruit, usually with my weed
-whacker in tow for starters. Why, you ask? I really like a bed with 
an edge, and in general I like some separation between elements in 
the property so that it looks intentional, and the weed-whacker is a 
great tool to accomplish this. We shovel-edge beds that meet turf 
once a year with a straight shovel and then maintain the edge with 
the weed-whacker turned on its side.  It makes a bed look like a 
million bucks in no time at all.  It can also be used to quickly clean 
up around the trees and areas where the mowing doesn’t do the 
trick; it makes a huge difference.   
   Another effective trick is to use the weed-whacker to beat back 
the grass that is growing over stepping stones or paths.  We have 
discovered beautiful and completely obscured stepping stones on 
properties that are covered with grass. When we expose them by 
taking the grass back to the edge of the stone, they just spring to life 
and add a whole new element. It may take more than one pass, but it 
is a great tool for this and well worth the effort. Weed-whackers/
string trimmers/weed eaters are all the same thing and there are ex-
cellent ones out there that are lightweight, and battery operated, 
making it easy for everyone to start and wield them to great effect. 
   Another pet peeve of mine (and one that is easily corrected and 
maintained) are lousy mow lines. Many times, the mown area of a 
property goes right up to some obstruction or messy area, or an area 
that is just hard to mow. Rather than a shapeless lawn determined 
by obstacles, make a nice mow line that avoids the obstacles, looks 
graceful, and obscures the difficult or unsightly areas. If you need to 
access them, incorporate a mown path for access. Creating a nice 
shape for a lawn and leaving the rest as meadow is one of the best 
examples of low-hanging fruit and yet often one of the hardest for 
folks to visualize and implement. 
   Pruning is also right up there for bang-for-the-buck! Many times, 
I have transformed an eyesore into a thing of beauty simply by 
pruning out deadwood and suckers from a shrub or a small tree. 
This can take 5 minutes to a couple of hours, but as far as landscap-
ing projects go, it is still small potatoes with big results. With a little 
more finesse, you can shape a scraggly shrub into a welcome land-
scape feature. 
   One more thing (although I could go on) that is a little more work 
but highly effective is to clean up the area between your claimed 
area and the wild, if that situation exists. If you just cut down the 
saplings and wild stuff that naturally grows in the area between the 
mown or brush-hogged areas and the woods, you get the beautiful 
view into the peaceful shadows and dappled light of the woods.  It 
is also easily maintained with your handy weed-whacker.  After you 
get it done once, it will be well worth the effort. 
Mel Bellar is the owner of Zone4 Landscapes and a passionate An-
des gardener.~  

GARDEN THERAPY: The Big Picture: “Harvesting low-hanging Metaphorical Fruit“ 
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ALLISON OIL, INC. 
 

Fuel Oil & Kerosene 
 

815 Lower Dingle Hill Rd, Andes, NY 13731 
 

Call (845) 676-HEAT (4328) 
 

Why Pay More? 
Serving Delaware & Ulster Counties 

HEAP Accepted                                    CREDIT CARDS Accepted 

assisted from the shell and did not sur-
vive. 

 

The “hillside services” conducted by 
evangelist T. LeRoy Muir, of Roxbury, 
N.Y., near Fishes Eddy in western Dela-
ware county have been a great success. 
These meetings were held in the open air 
and hundreds attended from all parts of 
the county. Sinners were converted and 
backsliders reclaimed….. 

 

The Ladies Aid society will hold its 
[Shavertown] Annual Harvest Home Din-
ner in the parlors of the new church on 
Thursday, August 31st. A chicken dinner 

 THE WAY WE WERE 
Culled by Judy Garrison 

With commentary by Jim Andrews 
From August 1922 issues of  

The Andes Recorder 
100 Years Ago 

 
WEEK IN AND ABOUT ANDES 

 
Events of a week as chronicled by  

the Man on the Street  
 
The bridge at Dr. Wakeman’s on Delaware 
avenue has been in bad condition for more 
than a year. Additional I beams had been 
secured to make it so that a concrete floor 
could be put on and it is now stated County 
Superintendent will not have it concreted 
but has ordered it planked. It should be 
concreted, as planking is no good. [Jim 
Andrews: This is the Route 28 bridge 
over Liddle Brook located between the 
school and the pool. The county was still 
overseeing the bridges, since State Route 
28 had not yet been established.]                             

 

Oliver Liddle was injured Friday by the 
breaking of the “trip” rope on his hay fork. 
He fell against a girt striking just below the 
heart and cracking some ribs. [JA: Oliver 
Liddle was Dick Liddle’s father.] 

 

Union Hall Andes Thursday evening, Au-
gust 10 will be the greatest Colored Come-
dy that has ever been seen in the state be-
fore. Twelve real colored performers from 
Sunny Alabama will give their “Way 
Down South in Dixie” in a fashion as only 
can be given by Colored People. The show 
consists of a Comedy and introducing 
Buck Wing Dancing, southern songs and 
scenes, Musical and novelty acts and the 
Famous Dixie Quartet, not forgetting the 
Way Down South in Dixie, Concert Jazz 
Band, all at popular prices. 

 

Mrs. Elmer Howe brought to this office 
Tuesday a freak chicken which had three 
eyes and two bills. The chick had to be 

will be served at noon with all the other 
good things that help to make a good din-
ner. Home made ice cream and lemonade 
will be on sale. A very cordial invitation is 
extruded to all. This annual event is one to 
which many look forward and this year 
with our better facilities we hope to make 
the day very pleasant for those who come 
from a distance. Come early and bring as 
many of your friends as possible. This year 
you will find Shavertown much improved 
and you will find an atmosphere of great 
optimism. [JA: My grandparents (Karl 
and Jennie McCune) used to make all 
the ice cream served at these dinners.] 

 

Two Italians and [George] Hill were work-
ing together on the road bed [on a 
section of the U. & D. railroad] when 
Hill made a jesting remark to one of 
the men concerning his nationality. 
The other Italian was 22 feet back of 
Hill and when the remark was made 
he evidently regarded it as an insult 
for he hurled the wrench at Hill. The 
heavy tool hit Hill in the cords at the 
back of the neck below the base of 
the brain and bounded about 80 feet. 

 

There is a report that Tunis Lake and 
the barn has been sold to a party of  
Hebrews for $16,000 to be used for a 
boys camp and school. [JA: Aaron 
Mirski was the last to own the Tu-
nis Lake Camp.]~ 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2022 SPECIAL ELECTION/ 
PRIMARY ELECTION IN DELAWARE COUNTY 

When you go to vote on Tuesday, August, 23, 6 a.m. – 9 p.m., you will receive 2 
ballots if you are a registered Republican or Democrat. 

The Special Election (in which anyone registered can vote) is to fill the remainder 
of the 19th Congressional District position evacuated by Antonio Delgado when he 
was appointed as Lieutenant Governor. The two candidates are Marcus Molinaro, 
Rep. and Pat Ryan, Dem. The position ends on December 31, 2022. 

Democrats will receive a primary ballot for New York’s 19th Congressional Dis-
trict for the term January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2024. The 2 candidates are 
Josh Riley and Jamie Cheney. 

Every Town in Delaware County is within the 19th district. (Pat Ryan, due to re-
districting, will be running in the 18th District.) 

Republicans will receive a primary ballot for New York State’s Senate District 51 
which now covers the entire county. The candidates are Terry Bernardo and Peter K. 
Oberacker. 

Early voting will take place at the Delaware County Board of Elections Office at 3 
Gallant Avenue, Delhi, NY from Saturday, August 13th through Sunday, August 21st. 
Visit our website for times. 

Keep in mind that recent law states that once an absentee ballot has been is-
sued to a voter, that voter may not cast a vote on the machine during early voting or 
at the poll site. 

Please phone the Delaware County Board of Elections at 607-832-5321 with 
questions, or stop at the office at 3 Gallant Avenue, Delhi, Monday through Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 4 pm. 

Voters can view sample ballots at the Board of Elections website: 
www.delcony.us/departments/elec/elec.htm~ 

http://www.delcony.us/departments/elec/elec.htm~
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By Peter Calvert 
Town of Andes Board, July 12, 7 pm, Reg-
ular Meeting. 
   Present: Supervisor Bud Gladstone. Coun-
cilmen Thomas Hall, Dale Cole, Shayne 
Moshier, Ritchie Gabriel. Highway Superin-
tendent John Bouton, Town Clerk Kimberly 
Tosi, Deputy Town Clerk Lauren Green, 
Code Enforcement Office Alfred Mohr. In 
the Town Hall:  Art Reed, Planning Board 
Member, Jeff Ditchek, Maria Ditchek, Adam 
de Lange, Mary Davis, Rosalie Glauser, Eliz-
abeth DeFalco, The Reporter, Peter Calvert, 
Andes Gazette.  
Others via Zoom: Richard Tokatyan, Jodie 
Tokatyan, Eric Van Benschoten, Nicholas 
Baudel, Sam Eichbatt, Turkey Hill. 
   Privilege of the Floor: Town Residents 
Ask Questions about Proposed Gas Sta-
tion:  Jeff Ditchek shared that about 10 peo-
ple had recently met informally at the Andes 
Hotel to discuss questions regarding the ru-
mored gas station planned for Upper Main 
Street. At the Hotel meeting, the proposed 
site was felt to have been proposed in a pri-
marily residential end of town. Jeff and Ma-
ria Ditchek inquired directly, Is the site, 
which rests below our home on the hillside, 
the proposed site of the new gas station and 
convenience store? Bud Gladstone noted he 
had not known about, nor had he been invited 
to the Hotel meeting, or he would have attend-
ed and addressed the questions posed there. 
Regarding Jeff and Maria’s question, Bud 
then answered in the affirmative: A business 
owner, who with his business partner current-
ly owns several gas stations/convenience 
stores including one in Downsville, is consid-
ering that spot for one for Andes. Bud further 
explained: It is in the open lot on Main Street 
directly across from Allison Oil and is part of 
a 7+ acre parcel owned by Christopher Lind-
say. The parcel was appealing because it al-
ready ties into the town water and sewage 
systems, and he would charge “best price 
around” gas prices if opened. Bud has asked 

around about the prospective owner and 
received positive feedback from those 
who know him or have lived near his busi-
nesses. The project would require multiple 
approvals from DOT, DEP, DWS, and the 
DelCo Planning Board and Town Plan-
ning Board. The new enterprise would 
require a subdivision of a minimum of one 
acre from the 7+ acres and has yet to be 
purchased. A project like this is at least a 
year away from opening if it goes for-
ward. Bud has sought interest in attracting 
a new gas station as residents or tourists 
currently travel 30 to 40 minutes round 
trip (Margaretville/Delhi/Hamden) to top 
up their cars gas tanks or gas cans for 
lawn mowing or snow blowing. And resi-
dents have limited options for grocery 
supplies in town after certain hours. 
    Townspeople asked other questions: 
Could the Tremperskill Store put in new 
gas tanks? Shayne Moshier, Councilman, 
replied that the Tremperskill store was in 
no position to return to dispensing gaso-
line as they had had leaks in their old 
tanks and would not be replacing them 
with new ones. Could the Argyle Farms 
General Store return to pumping gas on 
Main Street? Bud Gladstone shared that 
he asked Andy Wos about the possible 
purchase of the General Store for a new 
gas station and received a definitive No. 
What would be the look of the establish-
ment; the hours of the proposed gas sta-
tion/convenience store; emitted light; 
ongoing noise; and the expected traffic? 
Concern was raised about conforming to 
the quality tenor of the community. 
Those answers were up in the air as the 
project is far from the specific proposal 
level but residents may raise them at a 
Planning Board Public Hearing if project 
advances to that stage. Council members 
recalled that when the Andes Health Cen-
ter project was in proposal state that the 
concept that the building exterior reflect a 

TOWN RESIDENTS RAISE QUESTIONS REGARDING PROPOSED GAS STATION  
Kimberly Tosi, Town Clerk, submits resignation, will move to Florida 
Pool Re-activated June 20th and Community Day is Sat. Aug. 13, 2022  

SLUITER 

INSURANCE ♦ FINANCIAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 170, 761 Main Street, Margaretville, NY 12455-0170 

Phone: 845 586-2641 ♦ Fax: 845 586-3809 

AGENCY, INC. 

  

scale and design that fit within the sur-
rounding residences and that privacy hedg-
es and boundary walls be constructed, was 
negotiated with the Bassett Health Group. 
Has there been discussions about includ-
ing electric car charging stations on the 
site? No discussions have yet been raised 
with the prospective business owner about 
including electric car charging stations. 
Does that mostly residential end of Upper 
Main Street allow commercial zoning? Al 
Mohr, CEO: Lower Main Street is residen-
tial only but Upper Main Street from the 
blinking light to Gladstone Hollow is 
mixed use: residential or commercial. Spe-
cial Use Permits applications for specified 
use go through the Andes Planning Board, 
but Zoning code does not need modifica-
tion to allow a commercial enterprise. 
   Supervisor’s report: Kimberly Tosi, 
Town Clerk, has submitted her resignation 
and she and her family will move to Flori-
da. She was strongly honored by the Board 
and those present for her exemplary work 
and presented with a plaque commemorat-
ing her service to the community. Deputy 
Town Clerk Lauren Green was appointed 
Town Clerk to begin when Tosi’s employ-
ment officially ends. 

   

Cell Coverage: Still working to attract a 
company to activate the cell towers that 
have been constructed. Difficulty is that 
coverage is less remunerative now that 
most mobile plans offer unlimited minutes 
and volume is no longer as lucrative as it 
was in years past. Town Clock will be in-
stalled soon. 
   Speeding: The sheriff and state troopers 
have indicated they will increase monitor-
ing and ticketing speeders within the Ham-
let of Andes. 
   Pool Report: Pool opened June 20th. Has 
been active through the first 2 ½ weeks, 
with 106 signed up for swimming lessons. 
Pool access continues to draw families and 
neighbors to the open swim sessions. Ap-
parently, a railroad strike somewhere has 
disrupted and slowed chlorine deliveries 
and thus threatened to cancel the first day 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ANDES COMMUNITY DAY  
AT THE  
 HUNTING  

  TAVERN  

   MUSEUM 

 

Saturday, August 13 from 11 to 3 pm 

Please come join us for “brats and beer” 
and sides  

Tour the new exhibits!  

AN EXCERPT from “SUMMER CAMPS” 

With permission of the author, Bill Birns, 
from A Catskill Catalog, 
Recently re-printed by Purple Mountain Press 
   “Summer camps—overnight camps attend-
ed by children without their parents—were 
first established in the 1880s in North Ameri-
ca, fueled by Victorian convictions about 
nature’s moral and physical benefits,” the 
Encyclopedia of Children and Childhood in 
History and Society tells us. The first summer 
camps were established in northern New Eng-
land, far from the temptations and complica-
tions of city life. 
   It didn’t take long for summer camps to 
reach the Catskills. Harry W. Little ran the 
region’s first summer camp, up in Woodland 
Valley. In 1904, Little, a graduate of Weslyan 
University, was hired by Edward Miller to set 
up and manage a children’s camp as an ad-
junct to Miller’s hotel business, The Roxbury 
Inn. Little operated Camp Wake Robin on the 
Roxmor rounds in Woodland Valley for the 
next 25 years. 

   Camp Wake Robin, of course, was named 
after John Burroughs’ first book, Wake-
Robin, published in 1871. Summer camps 
took their inspiration from conservationists 
and naturalists like Burroughs, who remind-
ed late nineteenth-century Americans of the 
importance of the natural world, a natural 
world threatened by urbanization and indus-
trialization. Most camps also offered their 
young male charges a good dollop of mili-
tary-style order and discipline a kind of 
muscular masculinity thought needed by 
boys who, some worried, were in danger of 
being “over-civilized.” 
   The horror of the First World War made a 
military model less appealing, and in the 
1920s, summer camps began to structure 
themselves around Native American lore as 
the model and inspiration for childhood in-
teraction with nature. At the same time, 
camping for girls became more common. 
   In 1930, Camp Oquago was established on 
Perch Lake in Andes as a girls’ camp. Louis 

Mirsky and Ben Steinberger, founding 
partners, also established Lake Tunis as a 
boys’ camp on the small lake of that name 
between Andes and Delhi. For the next 19 
years, Lake Tunis-Camp Oquago, Inc. 
operated the two camps, with 170 or so 
girls at Oquago and about 150 boys at Tu-
nis. 
   In August 1937, Camp Oquago made 
news as the first summer camp to produce 
and perform a modern opera. The German 
composer, Paul Hindemith, had visited the 
United States the previous Spring. Inspired 
by theatrical visionary Bertolt Brecht, Hin-
demith, wrote a number of compositions 
intended to be played by amateurs. One, 
“Let’s Build a Town,” was designed to be 
played entirely by children, which the 
Camp Oquago girls did. 
   Dr. Paul A. Pisk, a Viennese composer 
who had immigrated to the United States 
in 1936 to escape Nazi persecution, was 

(Continued on page 8) 

 
 

Peace for Ukraine  
Fundraiser for Doctors without Borders  

Special Relief fund for Ukraine  
 

The Turquoise Barn  

Rt. 18 Bloomville, NY 
Sunday, August 7 1-8 pm 

Live music, poetry, storytelling, art sale 

Picnic or Tulip and Rose Mediterranean food 

Rain or shine 

 

"We presently have 10+ bands, 33+ artists contributing 

art, at least 10 poets, & 6 story tellers, Colleen Blacklock 

is going to have a MOXA SESSION, we may have a Tarot 

Reader. Bring checks & cash for donations and to pur-

chase art from the gallery— Venmo will also be available 

for purchasing art. Come relax, dance, elate & donate.~ 
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     At 2 pm, there will be a free family per-
formance of “Dirt” by the Arm-of-the-Sea 
Theater, held at the Andes Central School 
Auditorium/Gym. Baked goods and re-
freshments will be available for donation to 
the library. This event is sponsored by the 
library and is made possible with a Library 
Fund Grant from the Community Founda-
tion of South Central New York. 
     If you’ve never seen this life sized pup-
pet theater company perform, I can tell you 
that they are mesmerizing.  The puppets, 
stories, and music are so creative and en-
gaging for people of all ages, some of them 
up to twelve feet tall, and live musicians 
accompany the story.  It is a special treat 
for us to bring them to Andes, and we hope 
you will bring the whole clan to see this 
wonderful performance. 
Monday Early Childhood Caregiver/
Child Music Classes  
     I will continue to provide a 10 am sum-
mer music class for caregivers and children 
on the first two Mondays in August. I will 
be taking a break until mid-September 
when we will begin registration for a for-
mal ten week Music Together class spon-
sored by The Community Music Network.   
Summer Reading Program “Oceans of 
Possibilities”  
     We had so much fun in July providing 
our Wednesday workshops. Bobby Curious 
had the kids rocking and rolling (literally) 
in the park at our Beach Party on July 6th; 
Betty Boomer brought a host of creatures 
from her favorite local ponds for the chil-
dren to observe with magnifying glasses 
and scientific method; Dr. Robert Titus and 
his wife Johanna came on July 20th to give 
a presentation of the Catskill Sea, Devonian 
era complete with a variety of fossils for the 
group to touch and feel; and finally Library 
Director Pam West-Finkle performed  for 
Story Laurie’s Seven Seas to close out our 
month of youth programs. These programs 
were made possible with a Youth Grant 
from the A. Lindsay and Olive B. O’Con-
nor Foundation. Thanks to Tami Jaegel for 
coming in to help out at the desk, and to the 
CROP staff and Andes Central School for 
making the library an important part of 
their summer program. 

  

  

TRI-TOWN SERVICES 
ANDES - MARGARETVILLE - DELHI 

Box 484, Andes, NY 13731 
  

Backhoe & Grading 
Driveways installed & maintained 

Top soil & aged manure 
  

Lawn Maintenance  Bush Hogging  Light Carpentry 
Fire Wood   York Rake  Chimney Sweep 
Shrubs Planted   Snow Plowing  Painting & Staining 
Tree Trimming   Salting & Sanding  Deck Cleaning  

     

  Free Reasonable Estimates   Contact Bill Drew 
  Second Home Pre-warming     845-676-3206 

Comer, is an art teacher at Downsville Cen-
tral School and owner of Most Precious Pot-
tery), and in his spare time he reads books 
and plays video games—especially those he 
can play online with his friends. His favorite 
thing to do at the library so far has been 
helping to create the artwork on our new 
sidewalk signs and hunting for items to send 
to other libraries for hold requests. Thank 
you, Langston, for being a great help at the 
library this summer! 
August Events: 
AUGUST IN BLOOM GARDEN TOUR 
     August 6th, Saturday the library is hold-
ing its annual garden tour. This year’s theme 
is “August in Bloom,” All of our host gar-
deners have been busy at work to create an 
amazing experience for you! The tour will 
take place from 11 am to 4 pm. I’ve been 
told it’s hard to get all of the gardens in dur-
ing even that amount of time, so plan ahead. 
We also ask that you leave the pets at home 
as they will not be allowed to participate. 
     Maps will be available for $15 each at 
the library, located at 242 Main Street, 
starting at 10 am the morning of the tour. 
Children attend for free.  Each map will 
have a full address and description of gar-
dens on the back of the map, and each prop-
erty is marked with a flower stake. Our 
proud gardeners will be eagerly awaiting 
your arrival to show off their beautiful prop-
erties. 
     Thanks so much to our garden commit-
tee, Joanne Warner (chair), Buffy Calvert, 
Vincent Lopez and Judy Garrison for all of 
your hard work and dedication. 
Community Day – Arm-of-the-Sea Thea-
ter Performance at Andes Central School 
     There will be lots of wonderful commu-
nity activities on Andes Community Day 
this year, Saturday, August 13th.  The parade 
will kick off after the morning Trailways 
bus leaves (10:20?) and visitors can roam 
throughout our lovely mountain town, sam-
pling wares and visiting shops.  We hope 
that you will stop by the library for our 
books, DVD, and audio book sale. Kids 
books are free! If you don’t have a library 
card, please stop by to register for the Four 
County Library System. 

Library Notes (Continued from page 1) 

Thank You for Your Support During 
Our Annual Fund Drive & Volunteers 
Needed! 
     We recently sent out our annual report to 
the community with an appeal for donations. 
If you did not receive a letter and would like 
to be put on our mailing list, please give us a 
call at 845-676-3333 or email 
an.ill@4cls.org. Donations from our com-
munity make up at least one fourth to one 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:an.ill@4cls.org
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THE CANDY HOUSE by Jennifer Egan; SEA OF TRANQUILITY by Emily St. 
John Mandel  

Reviewed by Jane Tompkins 
Both of these books, pub-
lished in 2022 and written by 
successful novelists, are 
classifiable as science fic-
tion, and both contain stories 
in which technology has 
created new kinds of mental 
experience that model strange 
and somewhat terrifying ways 
of conceiving human exist-
ence. In the world of The Can-
dy House, it’s possible not 
only to externalize one’s un-
conscious so that it becomes 
open to perusal by oneself and 
others, but also to make all of 
one’s conscious experience 
universally available as well 
by contributing it to something 
called the Collective Con-
sciousness. The crux of the 
matter is whether one wants to 
be a part of this universal mind
-sharing (think social media on 
steroids) or prefers to live pri-
vately, unknown to the general 
public. The latter option, cho-
sen by only a small minority 
referred to as “eluders,” is 
considered retrograde and anti
-social.   
     In Emily St. John’s fictive 
world—where time-travel is 
secretly possible to a very few, 
rapid space travel is available 
to everyone, and holographic 
simulation of bodies makes 
virtual teleportation possible—
the question is whether, given 
the culture’s limitless capacity 
for technical simulation, what 
we consider our first-person 
real-time experience is indeed 
real, or simply another form of 
machine-based activity. That 
is, you and I may not be who 
we think we are, but mere sim-
ulations created by someone or 
something else. Both novels 
feature extensions of current 
technology that become dan-
gerous—and titillating—to the 
degree that they render human 
experience as we presently 
know it unrecognizable. And 

both offer the reader a taste of an alternative reality that pro-
vokes one to reflect on the directions in which our culture is now 
headed.  
     Both novels also share a common problem: a fragmentation 
of the story-line that causes the reader confusion. In The Candy 
House the narrative jumps from one time frame to another, one 
character or set of characters to another, and from one place to 
another, disconnects so frequent that after a while the reader no 
longer knows who is who, nor what their relationships to each 
other or to the story’s main threads are. Whereas in Mandel’s 
novel the narrative disconnects stem from a structural element of 

the novel’s world—
the existence of time 
travel justifies some 
temporal back and 
froths—in Egan’s 
they seem to be there 
by choice. Nor is this 

the only way in which The Can-
dy House departs from a tradi-

tional narrative format: One 
chapter consists of a very long 
series of emails passing 
between and among a 
group of a characters 
who know each other, 
and another consists of 
an equally interminable 
set of rules memorized 
by females trained to 
seduce important men in 
order to extract infor-
mation from them. How 
this obliquely transmit-
ted information fits into 
the rest of the novel is 
unclear. Egan has used 
these kinds of techniques 
before successfully—
e.g., in her Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel A Visit 
from the Goon Squad 
(2017)—and she is on 
record as saying that, for 
her, time is more lateral 
than sequential. But here 
the experimentation 
seems heavy-handed and 
produces bewilderment 
instead of mind-opening 
experience.    
     Less burdened by too 
many temporal leaps and 
oddball formats, Sea of 
Tranquility is a more 
satisfying read. It opens 
with a wonderfully real-
ized account of the third 

son of a noble Scottish family trav-
elling to the United States to make 
his fortune, or, as may be, to live 
off the stipends he receives as his 
part of the family inheritance. 
Along with others of his type, 
known as “remittance men,” he 
ends up on Vancouver Island in 
British Columbia, where, in an in-
explicable event that takes place in 
the virgin forest, he undergoes an 
experience in which—as we later 
learn—moments from two discrete 
time periods overlap. Likened to 
file corruption by experts who 
study time and time travel, it is this 
occurrence that raises the possibil-
ity that what we think of as “real” 
or “original” events are only anoth-
er form of virtual reality. In another 
less mind-bending twist, an inci-
dence of time travel demonstrates 
how history can be changed by a 
time-traveler’s interference: a fe-
male novelist who was destined to 
die in a pandemic is saved by a 
person from the future who knows 
what will happen unless she can 
quarantine herself and her family 
right away. He warns her, she acts, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

Open 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm &  

4 pm to 8 pm for dinner 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Mondays & Tuesdays 
  

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

 

of swim lessons. Serendipitously, the issue with the chlorine supply got resolved when a 
farmer that Bud Gladstone knows offered to sell a large enough share of his personal supply 
to carry the pool on through to the end of the summer season. Walton and Stamford are 
facing the same chlorine shortage and accordingly needed to reduce their pool hours. 
   Andes Community Day scheduled for August 13, the traditional time on the second Sat-
urday in August. It is also happens to be Jeff Ditchek’s birthday. Jeff will graciously accept 
any presents offered. Fireworks display at the Andes Hotel received a town permit. Officers 
and fire department volunteers are scheduled for traffic control during the parade and 
throughout the day. 
   Ballantine Park: Town of Andes received the park mowing bill, $1,900, and it exceeds 
the balance in the Ballantine Park bank account by $500. Donations to cover the shortfall 
were requested, as this lovely, green town park’s costs are paid solely from community 
fundraising and private contributions. 
   Highway Report: Work is ongoing for the truck replacement. Unfortunately, the 2014 
International was not won at bid. Bouton is now looking at a slightly higher cost but newer 
2016 Western Truck. 
    CEO/Building Inspector Report: 9 municipal searches were completed and 15 building 
permits, 6 renewals, and 2 demolition permits were issued.~  

TOWN BOARD (Continued from page 4) 

and—back to the future—the time trav-
eler is prosecuted and punished for in-
terfering with what is called the “Time 
Line.”   
    In both novels, the author’s creative 
imagination makes the work compel-
ling, as does the likelihood that what 
their scenarios project may be just 
around the corner. Egan’s stylistic geni-
us  is not on display in The Candy 
House as it is in earlier works such as 
Look at Me (2001) where it reaches 
stratospheric heights, but anyone who 
follows her will want to read this further 
critique of electronic media’s influence 
on our lives. And Emily St. John Man-
del’s writerly charm and sympathetic 
character portrayals, recognizable from 
earlier works like Station Eleven, make 
Sea of Tranquility an enjoyable ride.~  

BOOK REVIEW (Continued from page 7) 

the Music Director of Camp Oquago that 
summer of ’37. He directed the production. 
Pisk was already a celebrated composer, 
having written 36 musical opuses in Europe. 
He went on to become a professor at the 
University of Texas, an important twentieth-
century composer and musicologist…. 
   In 1948, Henry and Fromma Wellman 
bought Camp Oquago and made it co-
educational. David Stern, Commissioner of 
the National Basketball Association, was 
one of their many campers who went on to 
successful careers. The Wellmans, in 1977, 
turned operation of the camp over to Laura 
and Stuart Chase, who ran it until Camp 
Oquago closed in 1993. 

For more about Andes summer camps go 
to our website (www.andesgazette.net) for 
August 2009 articles on Andes summer 
camp. Use search terms “summer camps” 
and Lake Delaware Boys Camp.” ~ 

CAMPS (Continued from page 5) 

http://www.andesgazette.net
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Mountain View Property Management 
 

       Lawn Maintenance                   Snow Removal                Culvert Pipes  

     Planting/Mulching                    Brush Hogging                 French Drains  

     Tree & Shrub Planting              Post Holes                        General Construction 

     Gutter Cleaning                        Bulldozing & Grading     Painting Interior/Exterior 
 

 

 

  
 

 Ryan Fleischman                                        Michael Fleischman 
 Landscaping                                             General Construction 
 (631)559-8008                                                      (631)926-2206 
 

mvpmlandscaping@gmail.com 
Call/Text/Email Today! 

 

   

Free Estimates 

  Fully Insured  

 
NEW BOOKS 

 
Cold, Cold Bones 
by Kathy Reichs 

 
Escape 

by James Patterson 
 

A Face to Die For 
by Iris Johansen 

 
Hollywood Ending: Harvey 

Weinstein 
by Ken Auletta 

 
Learning to Talk: Stories 

by Hillary Mantel 
 

Rising Tiger 
by Brad Thor 

 
Suspects 

by Danielle Steel 
 

The 6:20 Man: A Thriller 
by David Baldacci 

 
The It Girl 

by Ruth Ware 
 
 
 
 

 
SERIES FOR  
JUVENILE  

NON FICTION 
 

What is the Declaration  
of Independence?  
by Michael Harris 

What Was the Age of  
the Dinosaurs?  
by Megan Stine 

What Was the Titanic?  
By Stephanie Sabol 

Who is Chloe Kim? 
by Stefanie Loh 

Who is Jane Goodall? 
by Roberta Edwards 

Who is Michael Jordan? 
by Kirsten Anderson 

Who Was Albert Einstein? 
by Jess Brallier 

Who Was Jackie Robinson? 
by Gail Herman 

Who Was Martin Luther  
King, Jr? 

by Bonnie Bader 

Who Was Rosa Parks? 
by Yona Zeldis 

McDonough 
 

 

 
 

If you have excellent condi-
tion books (no dusty, dirty, 
torn, damaged, musty/water 
damaged books) that you 
would like to donate to the 
library book sale on Com-
munity Day, please package 
them in bags, sorted by 
type, or pack in smaller 
sturdy boxes. If possible, 
please let us know what you 
have before bringing it, and 
please come during library 
open hours (M-Th if possi-
ble).  Please do not donate 
old textbooks, outdated 
science or medical books, 
technical manuals, and 
books we would have a 
hard time getting rid of. 

 
Please do not bring items to 

the library after August 
11th.  

 
If you have any requests or 
suggestions, please call 845

-676-3333 or email 
an.ill@4cls.org 

 

third of our annual operating budget, and 
we are happy to offer our community a 
beautiful library with top notch services. 
For those who use our library regularly, we 
provide hundreds of dollars in entertain-
ment and information for free per year.  
We hope that you will consider making the 
Andes Public Library part of your annual 
giving. We thank you for your generosity 
and support! 
    If you would prefer to offer your volun-
teer hours to the library, we are currently 
in need of volunteers to be trained to man 
the library for two hours on Saturday 
mornings, as well as provide vacation and 
sick day coverage for staff.  Please contact 
me to schedule a time to do a 90 minute 
training with me, usually on a Tuesday or 
Thursday afternoon. 
     Speaking of volunteers, I cannot close 
out this month’s library notes without say-
ing goodbye to one of our most dedicated 
volunteers, Mr. Bob Murphy.  Bob is leav-
ing the area in the Fall and we will miss 
him greatly!  Of all of our patrons, I would 
consider him one of the most well-read, 
fair minded individuals I have ever had the 
pleasure of knowing.  I will miss the intel-
lectual and often sarcastic conversations.  
Thank you, Bob, for your many years of 
service to our library!~ 

LIBRARY NOTES (Continued from page 6) 
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Andes Gazette, Inc. 
Email: andesgazette@catskill.net 
Website: www.andesgazette.net 

 

 
Editorial Staff: Buffy Calvert, Maria 
Ditchek, Linda Lederman, and Judy Gar-
rison 
 

Contributors: Jim Andrews, Mel Bel-
lar, Peter Calvert, Judy Garrison, Jane 
Tompkins, Pamela West-Finkle 
 

Photography: Peter Calvert, Langston 
Comer, Pamela West-Finkle 
 

Layout: Kari-Astrid Haugeto 
 

Printing: Print Shop, SUNY Delhi 
 
If you have an idea for an article, contact 
Judy Garrison by phone (212) 729-7985.  
or email garrison@catskill.net  
 
If you would like to advertise in the  
Gazette, request the ad rates by email at  
andesgazette@catskill.net.  

  

Andes Gazette, Inc. 
P.O. Box 223 
Andes, NY 13731  
 
 

 

Advertise in the Andes Gazette 
or 

Give a Gift Subscription of the Gazette to a  

friend, and keep someone in touch. We will send an 

announcement with the first issue. 

Your support will ensure the continued publication of the Gazette. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Yes, I would like to subscribe to the Andes Gazette. Enclosed is a  

check for $15.00 for a one-year subscription. 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:_________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Mail to: Andes Gazette, Inc., P.O. Box 223, Andes, NY 13731 
 

 


