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LIBRARY NOTES 
By Pamela West-Finkle 
Springtime in the Catskills 
   I’m writing this on what I hope will be 
our last snow day of the year.  My elec-
tricity just went off for the 3rd time as the 
heavy, wet snow piles upon the trees and 
wires, weighing them down to the point of loss of connec-
tion.  It’s April 19th. It will most likely not be the last snow 
we see, but each year I am hopeful.   
   I remember my first year here as my husband and I pre-
pared for our wedding in May of 2005.  It was an outdoor 
wedding and semi-outdoor reception and it snowed the 
weekend before. I was completely freaked out and my 
soon-to-be husband, an Andes/Shavertown/Fleischmanns 
native, assured me the weather would turn, and it did. 
Exciting News! 
   We have received news that we have been granted 
$3,500 toward family community programming this sum-
mer!   
   The A. Lindsay and Olive B. O’Connor Foundation 
awarded us a $1,000 youth grant for three workshops and 
performances for children and families as part of our 
Oceans of Possibilities Summer Reading Program theme. 
Our own Story Laurie will be joining us with her summer 
sea stories and songs; we will have a tide 
pool program, and Bobby Curious is going 
to join us for our family beach theme party. 
   The Community Foundation of South Cen-
tral New York has also approved our $2,500 
application to the Library Fund to bring The 
Arm of the Sea Theater to Andes for a fabu-
lous display of puppetry, live musical ac-
companiment by Grammy Award winning 
artists like Dean Jones (Dog on Fleas) and 
others, and an ecologically educational show 
that thrills audiences of all ages. The perfor-
mance will take place at 2 pm on Communi-
ty Day, Saturday, August 13, 2022. It will be 
free and open to the public, but donations to 
the library are always appreciated and light 
refreshments will be available. Who 
knows…maybe I’ll even do an opening set 
of my own children’s music! For more in-
formation on The Arm of the Sea Theater, 
go to www.armofthesea.org. 
   We are waiting to get confirmation on the 
venue, but we will keep you posted!  We are 
so very excited and grateful to our wonder-

ful funders for these special programs. 
Our Sign is Getting a Facelift By Our Volunteer Coordi-
nator 
   A big thank you to our board of trustees member Diane 
Lockspeiser who is using her talents to save our library sign 
from rot and decay. Diane was a professional muralist before 
coming to the Catskills, so she is working to restore the sign 
and add a sign with our hours.  We will be adding solar caps 
to the posts to help protect them and shed a little light onto 
our shiny new sign.  
   Diane is also our volunteer coordinator.  If you are interest-
ed in volunteering your time at the library, please let us know 
and we can schedule training for you. We are also happy to 
have local youth who need community service hours.  
   In May, I will be holding a volunteer training on Tuesday, 
May 10th at 4 pm or I can schedule a time with you that is 
convenient for us both. 
Miss Pam’s Jamboree and Family Socialization – Mon-
days at 10 am this summer? 
   I have held off on doing in-person story time since the be-
ginning of the pandemic, and as many of you know, my at-
tempt to teach outdoor, in-person classes last summer ended 
when I fell and broke my shoulder in front of fifty small chil-

(Continued on page 7) 
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but sometimes I go ahead and 
prune them anyway if they are 
misshapen or are getting too 
big. This is only because I grow 
them for their foliage and don’t 
care that much if they bloom. I 
am sure there are more, but 

hopefully I am not forgetting some-
thing major. 

There are many deciduous woody 
plants that bloom on new wood, and 
these can be pruned in the late Winter 
or early Spring.  Some of these include 
our main hydrangeas (the arborescens 
and paniculatas—not the blue ones!),  
potentillas, most spireas (check first) 
and Rose of Sharon.  Most fruit trees 
should be pruned in late Winter or ear-
ly Spring but there are a lot or rules 
and methods to get different types of 
fruit trees to bear and that is way be-
yond the scope of this gardener and 
this column. We only prune fruit trees 
for shape and general effect. Doing 
that in the early Spring works well. 

Pruning can get very complicated 
when you are trying to rejuvenate an 

  

  

TRI-TOWN SERVICES 
ANDES - MARGARETVILLE - DELHI 

Box 484, Andes, NY 13731 
  

Backhoe & Grading 
Driveways installed & maintained 

Top soil & aged manure 
  

Lawn Maintenance  Bush Hogging  Light Carpentry 
Fire Wood   York Rake  Chimney Sweep 
Shrubs Planted   Snow Plowing  Painting & Staining 
Tree Trimming   Salting & Sanding  Deck Cleaning  

     

  Free Reasonable Estimates   Contact Bill Drew 
  Second Home Pre-warming     845-676-3206 

By Mel Bellar 
In my humble opinion, 

pruning is what separates an 
OK garden from a really nice 
garden.  Truly, I believe that 
pruning is an important aspect 
of making a garden look good 
and I promise, it is not that scary. Side 
note, it is not pruning unless you are 
dealing with a shrub, tree or woody 
vine; you don’t prune perennials or 
grasses: you cut them back or dead 
head them. 

Pruning is a marriage of simplicity 
and forever complications. The subject 
provides way too much to cover in a 
single column, so I am going to shoot 
for the simplicity for now. The first 
thing to know about pruning is when to 
do it, and that depends completely on 
the shrub or tree and if, and when, it 
blooms. While I am pretty irreverent 
about the “whens” and “whats” of gar-
dening, opting more for the “when I 
have time” approach, even I don’t want 

to prune the rhododendrons before they 
bloom. Basically, some woody plants 
bloom on new wood (this year’s new 
growth), some bloom on old wood and 
some have insignificant blooms. Gen-
erally, it is good to prune when plants 
are dormant, meaning the late Winter 
or early Spring, but that is not the case 
with Spring and some Summer-
blooming shrubs and trees.   

Here are some of the Spring bloom-
ers (that grow in our area) that you 
should not prune until after they 
bloom:  lilacs, rhododendrons, weige-
las, mock oranges, fothergillas, forsyth-
ias, flowering quince, magnolias, dog-
woods and viburnums.  Ninebarks and 
smokebush also fall into this category 

old tree or optimize for flowering on 
certain plants. This can require a multi-
year plan and much more detailed 
knowledge and observation. On the oth-
er hand, what we do most of the time is 
pretty simple and very effective. The 
basic goals are to keep the plant healthy, 
attractive and the right size. The latter is 
not always easy if the plant is naturally 
the wrong size for its location, but it can 
be managed for a while. 

Generally, some shrubs have a worth-
while branch structure that you want to 
see, and others do not. Go ahead and use 
the hedge clippers on the unstructured 
ones, like potentillas, boxwoods, most 
spiraeas and Annabelle hydrangeas; I 
would almost include weigela in this 
category. Just to be clear, we would call 
this shearing and not pruning.  If you use 
hedge clippers on other shrubs, I may 
have to turn you in for crimes against 

(Continued on page 9) 

GARDEN THERAPY: Pruning—Loud and Proud 
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By Peter Calvert  
Planning Board Meeting, April 11th, 
via Zoom, 7 pm. 
Board: Bill Palmer, presiding Chair, 
John Reynolds, Art Reed, Harland 
Dye, Joann Callahan. Board Chair 
Frank Winkler was absent and ex-
cused. Assisting: JoAnn Boerner, 
Clerk, Kent Manuel, DelCo Planning 
Board, and Al Mohr, Town C.E.O. 
Present: Nicole Day Gray, Manager, 
Catskill Harvest and Evan Bowker, 
from Delaware County IDA. Mikey 
Roe and Arthur Melvin from Bussey 
Hollow Road. Peter Calvert, Andes 
Gazette. 
   An application for new construction 
of a year-round Carbon Neutral Green-
house to be constructed on the Catskill 
Harvest property on Route 28 was pre-
sented and discussed. The goal of the 
project, which would create an estimat-
ed 7 new jobs in town, is to produce 
Certified Organic seasonal products 
that can’t be currently produced by 

local farmers. Greens and herbs grown 
year-round and Winter starter plants for 
Spring sowing by local farmers are en-
visioned.  
   The greenhouse would consist of tray 
soil beds at waist height for ease of care 
during watering, weeding, and harvest-
ing. It would be constructed on the plat-
eau behind the Catskill Harvest build-
ing. A Poly Carbonate foundation, solar 
panels, geothermal climate control, and 
a battery storage emergency back-up 
will lower the energy usage and the 
environmental impact of this structure 
(30’x90’) Questions were raised for 
clarification by the Board and Town 
CEO. 
    What is the actual site plan of the 
project? And where would the struc-
tures be placed; the greenhouse itself, 
the solar panels, the propane tank, the 
geothermal well, and the road access? 
Would light from the structure be an 
issue for the area or neighbors? Would 
there be a need for screening for the 

neighbors? Is any water recapture from 
irrigation built into the plan? Is there an 
organic and healthy plan for managing 
any potential pest and animal intruders?  
   The presenters, Nicole Day Gray and 
Evan Bowker, were responsive to the 
need to refine the architectural plan to 
answer these questions. They will pre-
sent the plan again at the next Planning 
Board Meeting in May. The volunteer 
Board was warm to the overall concept 
and agricultural goal and the viability of 
this potential project and offered to 
make a site visit when final project plan 
is ready for viewing. 
   A Boundary Line Adjustment applica-
tion on Bussey Hollow Road was dis-
cussed. Mikey Roe is buying 8.158 
acres of land from Arthur Melvin and 
Mr. Roe presented a proposal to add the 
8.158 acres of land to his adjoining 27.6 
acres of land to create a 35.758 parcel. 
Both parcels have road access and sep-
tic approvals. The Board waived the 
need to survey the portion that is al-

(Continued on page 5) 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON PROPOSED TRANSIENT RENTAL LAW and 
Potential Town Gas Station Sites Still Percolating 

SLUITER 
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By Peter Calvert 
Town of Andes Board, April 12, 6:45 pm - Public Hearing, 
Regular Meeting followed. 
   Present: Supervisor Bud Gladstone. Councilmen Ritchie 
Gabriel, Thomas Hall, Dale Cole, Shayne Moshier, Highway 
Superintendent John Bouton, Town Clerk Kimberly Tosi, 
Code Enforcement Office Alfred Mohr. 
    In the Town Hall:  Bob Abbate, Wilson Kooven, Liz Rat-
to, Sally Van Benschoten, Eric Van Benschoten, Peter Calvert
-Andes Gazette.  
    Others via Zoom: Mark Pezzati, Christine Rincon, Juliena 
Luecking, Pia Dehne, Jason Frank, William Palmer, Tab Con-
str., Ryann, and Vincent Lopez. 

   Public Hearing on Proposed Transient Rental Regula-
tions:  Participants on Zoom and in the Town Hall raised 
issues. The requirement to have a manager seemed an un-
needed expense and burden to Airbnb owners. The opinion 
was the set-up ran smoothly and the immediate neighbors 
had been engaged to know the nature of the operation. Rent-
al owners suggested that 911 could be called to rectify any 
emergencies (ie: fire, minor noise complaints, flooding, 
power outages, or out of control parties) that arose during 
short term rentals. 
  Other comments were that the Town should have trust in 
the transient rental owners and that they bring vital tourist 
traffic that import financial support to the businesses in the 

hamlet and the surrounding area. Anoth-
er suggestion was raised to compile a 
rental owners handbook, possibly put 
together by the Town, that explained the 
various situations that could arise and 
how they should be dealt with if they 
arose.  
   Certain full-time town residents raised 
concerns about incidents they had ob-
served in recent years. One related en-
countering an adult female in tears in a 
hamlet business. She explained she was 
locked out of her transient rental place 
following a domestic dispute by her 
male partner while he and their children 
were inside the rental unit. Another story 

(Continued on page 9) 

TWO APPLICATIONS EXAMINED: Potential Carbon Neutral Greenhouse behind Catskill Harvest 
and Boundary Line Adjustment on Bussey Hollow Road.  
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HUNTING TAVERN NEWS 
By Joanne Kosuda-Warner 
   The Hunting Tavern Museum will 
open to the public after a two year hia-
tus and we are excited to welcome you 
back for a visit! We have re-vamped the 
exhibits, freshened up the interior and 
we plan on exhibiting some of the ob-
jects that we have recently collected.  
We will open on Saturday May 28 from 
11 am to 5 pm and every Saturday 
through the Summer and Fall from  

The Andes Gazette would like to feature an ongoing column 
(photo addition would be lovely) of about 200-300 words in 
which newcomers to town could say a bit about themselves, 
their housemate or family if they like, where they come from or 
also live, what they do for a living or for enjoyment, what 
brought them here, and any other thoughts they’d like to offer. 

 

Send to:   
jlgarrison6@gmail.com  
and copy andesgazette@catskill.net.  

 

Include a phone # if you prefer to be texted or called. I (Judy) 
can provide an example for anyone who would like one. 

11am - 4 pm.  We plan to have some 
special events for Memorial Day, Ju-
ly 4 and Community Day. 
    Our Thrift Shop, in the Old Fire 
Hall, located next to the hotel is now 
open Friday and Saturday from 10 - 4 
pm.  After Memorial Day it will be 
open Tuesday through Saturday from 
10-4:00 pm. Please drop off dona-

tions of furniture, household goods 
and gently used clothing during those 
hours. The sale of your donated items 
goes toward the operating expenses of 
the Tavern and the thrift shop. The 
Andes Society for History and Culture 
owns these historic buildings and is 
run totally by volunteers. Please stop 
in this Summer!~ 
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ALLISON OIL, INC. 
 

Fuel Oil & Kerosene 
 

815 Lower Dingle Hill Rd, Andes, NY 13731 
 

Call (845) 676-HEAT (4328) 
 

Why Pay More? 
Serving Delaware & Ulster Counties 

HEAP Accepted                                    CREDIT CARDS Accepted 

How many of the older inhabitants 
remember the winter of 1873-4? The 
following two paragraphs from the 
Oneonta Herald of May 1, 1874, will 
interest everybody and refresh your 
memory. 

  “This is the seventh month in which 
we have had almost continuous snow. 
The first snow fell early in October 
and the month of October goes out 
with the earth dressed in a mantle of 
white to the depth of several inches” 

  “From October 7, 1873, to April 1, 
1874, 80 inches of snow fell, and at 
least 36 inches have fallen since that 
time, making a total of 116 inches.” 

 

George R. McNair has been laid up 
the past week with poisoning in both 
of his feet, which is thought to have 
been caused by the coloring used in 
his socks. 

 

The American medical profession was 
warned by its official head that the 
public is getting tired of paying for 
over-specialization and is demanding 
return of the good old general practi-
tioner and family physician. 

 

There is no drouth in Andes so far as 
something to drink is concerned and 
wet goods are alleged to be on tap in 
several places either in the town or 
not far distant. Even a still is hinted. 
[Jim Andrews: This is, of course, 
during the Prohibition Era.] 

 

An effort should be made to secure a 
front entrance to the Hilton Memorial 
High School property across the for-

 THE WAY WE WERE 
Culled by Judy Garrison 

With commentary by Jim Andrews 
From May 1922 issues of  

The Andes Recorder 
100 Years Ago 

 
WEEK IN AND ABOUT ANDES 

 
Events of a week as chronicled by  

the Man on the Street  
 

Mrs. Thomas Cowan passed away at 
her home on Palmer Hill, on Friday 
April 28, after an illness of a few hours 
from acute indigestion. She was taken 
ill Thursday evening and nothing gave 
relief. Her maiden name was Minerva 
Neidig and she was born in Union 
Grove 52 years ago….  [Ed.: I think 
that these days a heart attack would 
be suspected. Any medical personnel 
want to weigh in?] 

 

Two Delhi painters, Fred T. Gilbert 
and E. B. Gerowe, have secured the 
work of redecorating the Robert Gerry 
mansion in Southern Bovina. This is a 
large contract, including both the inte-
rior and exterior work on the large pal-
ace-like summer home. They com-
menced the work Monday. 

 

According to tales furnished by the 
Federal Prohibition Enforcement Bu-
reau, there was considerable activity 
last year in Delaware and adjoining 
counties relative to the Volstead Act 
and state liquor tax enforcement statis-
tics for 1921 are as follow:  Dela-
ware—10 indictments, 5 pending, 5 
convicted, 1 suspended sentence, $400 
fines. 

mer “Cottage Row” land now owned 
by J. Alex Stott. It is reported that 
two houses may be built on the prop-
erty this season. Action should be 
taken before it is too late. [JA: Hilton 
Memorial High School was located 
approximately where the backstop 
for the ball field is and faced Lower 
Main Street.  The only entrance to 
the property was from Delaware 
Avenue.  The effort to have a 
bridge over the Tremperskill 
stream to provide a “front” en-
trance to the school failed and the 
two houses were, indeed, construct-
ed.  Those being the home of Dr. 
Moore and former home of  Rima 
Walker.] 

 

Attend the dance in Union Hall, [JA: 
the Tin Horn Building] Andes, N.Y. 
on Friday evening, June 2d. Plenty of 
waltzs [sic] and square dances. Music 
by Pease 5 Piece Orchestra. 

 

William Marshall, the gamekeeper on 
the Gerry estate at Lake Delaware, 
has shot and trapped 58 hawks this 
season. The dead hawks are of sever-
al different species and are hanging in 
a row, fastened to a wire fence. On 
the estate about 2,000 pheasant eggs 
and about the same number of wild 
duck eggs are in process of incuba-
tion. The eggs are hatched by hens in 
individual coops located out in the 
open fields.~ 

ready surveyed, but the appli-
cants will need to come to the 
May meeting with a new survey 
for the other parcel. Certified, 
registered letters will be sent to 
all the adjoining neighbors in-
forming them of the Boundary 
Line request and inviting them to 
a Public Hearing on May 8th. The 
Minutes for the March meeting 
were approved, and the meeting 
was adjourned by Bill Palmer, 
presiding Chair.~  

PLANNING BOARD (Continued from page 3) 
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 Reviewed by Jane Tompkins 
  People know Henning Mankell, if they 
know him at all, as the author of the re-
cently televised Wallander crime series, 
based on ten books starring the dogged, 
solitary, self-critical detective Kurt Wal-
lander, played by Kenneth Branagh. The TV version is 
spotty in its representation of the novels, which one is 
better off reading. In my opinion they are the best of 
Scandinavian crime fiction, which is saying something. 
But Mankell, who died in 2015, is the author of about 
22 works of fiction, an autobiog-
raphy, a group of books for chil-
dren, and forty-four plays. He 
was an author, a theater director, 
and a social activist. Of the hand-
ful of non-Wallander novels I’ve 
read, A Treacherous Paradise, 
published in Sweden in 2011, 
stands out, first because it is 
simply a good book, and second 
because of its depiction of the 
colonial roots of racism. Mankell 
has the ability to convince us that 
he is describing people and 
events exactly as they are, with-
out the slightest swerve into ide-
alization or demonization. This, 
and the fact that he spent half of 
his adult life in East Africa as the 
director of a theater company in 
Mozambique, make him seem a 
trustworthy source.       
  Set at the beginning of the 20th 
century, the novel tells the story 
of a young Swedish woman, 
named Hanna Wallens. Forced 
from her home by poverty at age 
seventeen, she ends up as a cook 
on a Swedish vessel bound for 
Australia. She falls in 
love with and marries the 
ship’s third mate, but los-
es her new husband to 
malaria which he con-
tracts at a port in East 
Africa. Unable to imag-
ine remaining on board 
after this loss, Hanna 
jumps ship in another 
East African port, this 
one belonging to a Portu-
guese colony. At the ho-
tel she stumbles on, Han-
na has a miscarriage, and 
is cared for by two pros-

titutes who work there; what she had thought was a hotel 
is actually a brothel where all the workers are female 
and African, and all the customers white and male. Han-
na ends up marrying the brothel owner, a rich old man 
named Vaz, and thus escapes becoming a prostitute her-
self. Mankell has positioned his protagonist at a cross-
roads of gender, class, and racial inequality. Hanna’s 
role is that of innocent observer. From her viewpoint the 
plot explores the manifold horrors of the system that has 
produced the brothel—named O Paraiso—and the socie-
ty that surrounds it. 

  What comes across most 
strongly is the way what seems 
to us inconceivable is accepted 
as completely normal, and de-
sirable. The prostitutes never sit 
down in Anna’s presence. The 
guard who accompanies her 
whenever she goes out remains 
at a set distance behind her, 
never seeking rest or shade, 
never making eye contact, 
standing silent and unmoving in 
the blinding heat. These are the 
least of the inequities she notic-
es, some of which she partici-
pates in herself, to her own dis-
gust.  
  The worst is not discovered 
until the novel’s end, when she 
tries to bury her pet ape, who 
had been brutally killed, be-
neath a jacaranda tree in the 
brothel’s garden. Her spade un-
covers bones, the bones of all 
the infants and foetuses born to 
the prostitutes that had been 
laid to rest by their mothers. 

(Continued on page 7) 

BOOK REVIEW:  A TREACHEROUS PARADISE by Henning Mankell 
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New Books 

 

 
Beautiful 

by Danielle Steel 
 

The Darkest Place 
by Phillip Margolin 

 
The Diamond Eye 

by Kate Quinn 
 

Dream Town 
by David Baldacci 

 
French Braid 
by Anne Tyler 

 
The Investigator 
by John Sandford 

 
Sea of Tranquility 

by Emily St. John Mandel 
 

A Sunlit Weapon 
by Jacqueline Winspear 

Three Debts Paid 
by Anne Perry 

 
What Happened to  

the Bennetts? 
by Lisa Scottoline 

 
 

Adding new children’s and 
young adult books monthly! 
We are accepting donations 
of excellent condition, new-
er published children’s pic-
ture books and non-fiction 

books. Please call the library 
before bringing them. 

 
If you have any requests or 

suggestions,  
please call 845-676-3333 or 

email an.ill@4cls.org  

as if this morning, once and for all, 
she had discovered what kind of 
world she had been living in.” The 
physical evidence of the hidden fear 
and hatred she has all along sensed 
passing between blacks and whites, 
a world of lies and mistrust.  
  There are many other instances of 
the tissue of falsehoods that hold 
this society together, instances that 
instruct the reader in the origins of 

“The bones were all white or grey,” 
writes Mankell, “but all the foetuses 
and newborn babies that had been 
strangled or killed in some other way 
had been a mixture of black and 
white.” He continues: “In the end she 
put down her spade and sat on the 
bench. She was in torment. The 
ground in front of her was covered in 
bones from dead children. It seemed 

BOOK REVIEW (Continued from page 6) 

race and sex discrimination and the 
lengths to which it can go. As al-
ways, Mankell’s writing is precise, 
austere, and marked by a restraint 
that gives it power. The whole, a 
small window, vivid and detailed, 
on a time and place that provides a 
record of what can happen when 
one segment of society is able to 
impose its will on another.~   

dren and their families at the West Kortright Centre.  Alt-
hough I’m not 100%, I have decided to start teaching early 
childhood music classes again. My doctors have asked me to 
not be quite so active during my performances, so Miss Pam 
might be toning it down a bit, but that is up for debate. 
   I know many libraries in the area are closed on Mondays.  
We do not open until 11 am, but I think 10 am is a perfect 
time for a family community music class with socialization 
and stories afterwards. Due to limited space, we would need 
to pre-register families, but drop-ins from our summer and 
weekenders are welcome if we have available space. This 
will be geared to families with children birth to age 7, but 
older siblings are welcome to attend as well to explore the 
library or sing and dance with us. Grandparents and elders in 
the community are also welcome to attend if you feel safe to 
do so. I find fully inclusive, intergenerational classes are the 
best! The joy the children radiate is infectious, but so are 
germs, so take necessary precautions. We will have masks, 
hand sanitizer, and wipes on hand. 
      I have been a Music Together® teacher for twenty years, 
so the music class will be free since it is in the library, but 
through our community partnership with The Community 
Music Network, I will have parent education, CDs, song 
downloads, and illustrated songbooks available for purchase 
at wholesale cost and some available at a reduced or no cost 
if financial hardship is a factor thanks to the generosity of 
our local foundations. I believe everyone (no exceptions) 
should have access to early childhood music and literacy and 
I do everything I can to remove those barriers.~ 

LIBRARY NOTES (Continued from page 1) 
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85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

Open 

Mondays 4 pm to 8 pm 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm &  

4 pm to 7 pm for dinner 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Tuesdays 
  

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

 

To our Subscribers -  

Please Note, it is important to 

let us know if you move or are 

away for an extended period of 

time.  We know you love re-

ceiving the Gazette and we 

make every effort to get it to 

you on time.  Therefore, we 

ask that should your address 

change, forward your changes 

to our PO Box 223, Andes, NY 

13731 or by email to  

maria_ditchek@yahoo.com  

EASTER AT THE ANDES HOTEL 



 9 

A
N

D
E

S
 G

A
Z

E
T

T
E

 

was related of the out-of-control party that took place in the 
hamlet from out-of-state visitors who spread the word for an 
end of the semester party with no rules or consequences and 
caused $4,000 damage to the rental property in one evening. 
It was agreed that generally the Airbnb system runs smooth-
ly, and the owners were conscientious about their neighbor-
hood and community. Board members responded to the pub-
lic comments: “Manager” or “agent” or “backup-keyholder” 
is a role local residents currently provide for numerous sea-
sonal property owners. These residents look in on properties 
when out-of-town owners are not physically available. Plans 
to provide a local contact for a commercial rental property 
make sense for the good of the rental owner, their neighbors, 
and the community.  
In a small community with no local police force, it often 
falls back on the volunteer fire department and volunteer 
EMT residents to be the first ones on the scene. 911 calls 
may go to the Delaware County Sheriff or State Troopers. 
Delaware County has a population of 44,300 folks spread 
across 1,467 square miles. Two troopers total may be on call 
any given evening and if they are on a previous call at a dis-
tant end of the county their response time to Andes could be 
two hours or more. The Board thanked the public for the 
comments and mentioned that laws could always be amend-
ed if needed. Later in the regular meeting the Board moved, 
seconded and passed the Transient Rental law that had been 
developed by the Town Planning Board.  
   Regular Meeting: Supervisor’s report: 

TOWN OF ANDES BOARD (Continued from page 3) 

 * Another letter sent to State Senator Martucci to hook 
up Andes with Cell service. * Potential local Gas Station 
owner has met with NYC-DEP and will meet with NYC-
DEC in the coming weeks. Several prospective sites are 
being considered and all looks promising. * Summer Jobs 
are available at the Little Pond State Campground—info 
on town website. * Town Kiosk got a $3,000 grant award 
from County Tourism for an upgrade. The Chamber also 
got an award. 
Clean Heating & Cooling Campaign: Town invited resi-
dents to attend a free online webinar hosted out of Bing-
hamton. Webinar outlined how efficient heat pump tech-
nology has become, proper insulation advantages and 
incentives and financing available to Andes residents. 
(This reporter attended the Wed. lunch webinar, and it 
was informative—contact www.nynest.org if interested 
in clean heating.)  
Katherine “Cricket” Keyes was voted to a five-year term 
on the Planning Board to take the slot vacated when Jim 
Darling stepped down from the Planning Board.        
Accepted $80,000 from TAB Construction  for the old 
garage warehouse property. 
CEO Report: Issued 16 permits and 4 violations while 
doing 10 searches. Received building applications for 2 
new homes. 
   Privilege of the Floor: The Highway Dept. received a 
compliment on their work keeping the roads clear and 
passable during the Winter.~ 

plantdom (just kidding—they are your 
shrubs). 

Here is my simple formula for prun-
ing woody plants.  Decide what you 
goal is: Is it size reduction or, rather, 
improving the shape or appearance? 

GARDEN THERAPY (Continued from page 2) 

Start with cutting out any dead or dam-
aged wood and then move on to crossed 
branches or branches that are rubbing. 
These not only look bad, but they also 
leave wounds for insects and disease to 
get it. Next, start taking out branches 
that are pointing inward and in awk-

ward directions, and start cutting the 
branches back to the size you envi-
sion. Make sure that you cut the 
branches just above a node where 
you would like new branches to 
form. If you don’t cut right above 
the node you will have “fish 
hooks” (extraneous dead nubs stick-
ing out from the new branches). It is 
hard to avoid leaving some 
fishhooks space, but we try not to.  
Keep cutting and standing back to 
see how it looks until it is the right 
size and pleasing to the eye, like you 
would imagine if you were to draw 
a perfect version of that shrub. 
Don’t worry! It is hard to make a 
mistake that won’t be corrected by 
the new growth in a few months. 

There is so much to say, but this 
will have to do for now. Go out 
there and pick a shrub that is not a 
centerpiece or your favorite and 
give it a try.  Practice is the best way 
to get good at it. 

Mel Bellar is the owner of Zone4 
Landscapes and a passionate  

Andes gardener.~ 

http://www.nynest.org
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