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A CONVERSATION WITH KIMBERLY McADAMS TOSI: OUR TOWN CLERK 
By Judy Garrison 

Most everyone reading this knows or has met Kim, either 
from her days as a student at the Andes Central School or en-
countering her at the Town Clerk’s Office when obtaining a 
sticker for the transfer station, or applying for a hunting license, 
or at a Town Board meeting. But I’ll bet that most people have 
no idea about the extent of her job responsibilities, or her path to 
this post, one she was elected to 11 years ago at the age of 24. 
So read on!  
   Yes, Town Clerk is an elected position, in Andes for a 4-year 
term, and it is an autonomous one. Before I could even seek a 
comment from him, Bud Gladstone, our Town Supervisor, 
whose responsibilities extend to 
County government, (who knows 
she doesn’t work for him, or for 
the Board, but on behalf of the 
Board, that she is her own “boss”) 
offered enthusiastic praise. “Kim 
does an outstanding job, and is a 
pleasure to work with. I have the 
utmost respect for and trust in her. 
She is extremely detailed with her 
advice, knowledge and her sup-
port in helping me do my job. A 
few times I’ve had media people 
tell me that Kim had the most 
organized agenda for Town Board 
Meetings of any Town Clerk in 
the County.”  
   Kim’s specific job titles are 
(I’m taking a breath): Town Clerk, Water District Clerk, Sewer 
District Clerk, Records Management Officer, Registrar of Vital 
Statistics, Benefits Administrator and Personnel Officer. I can 
only wonder how she manages to handle all those roles as effi-
ciently and competently as she does. Kim says that when she 
came into the position, following Janis Lynn Jacques, whom she 
defeated in an election, she was faced with a blank computer. 
All records up to that time had been hand-recorded in registers 
and notebooks. Kim moved gradually from using WORD and 
EXCEL platforms to tailored Town Clerk software and Quick-
Books. Not only have these hugely timesaving improvements 
allowed information to be more easily retrieved and shared, 
while providing significantly more transparency than previously, 
they have the added benefit of facilitating the recovery of any 
deleted materials, with the explanations for why they were delet-
ed.  
   As we citizens are well aware, the Town now has an attractive 
and functional website www.townofandes.com which includes 
information on the Town offices, minutes of Town Board, Plan-
ning Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals meetings, and on new 
legislation. It’s where you can find contact and other information 
for the many Town departments. Readers can also find news and 
updates, archived financial reports as well as the history of the 

Town and links to other organizations. Another initiative Kim has 
taken is making it possible for anyone to subscribe to receive 
Town emails with notices of board meetings, public hearings and 
pertinent news. The reminder to hamlet residents to keep our water 
taps running during the recent cold snaps was a preventative life-
saver for many! Another responsibility of her job as Town Clerk is 
the opening and setting up of polling places during elections, as 
well as the hiring of election inspectors, Democrat and Republican 
alike. 
   I was intrigued to hear Kim’s personal story. (I knew her back 
when I was a substitute teacher. She was then, as now, a smart and 
sparkly personality.) She lived with her family on the Tremper-

skill, two doors from the Tremperskill 
Store until, when she was 8, the fami-
ly moved to Engel Road, off Glad-
stone Hollow, where her parents still 
reside: Mike McAdams, originally 
from Roxbury, who worked for the 
Andes Highway Department for 44 
years, the last years as Superintendant 
of Highways and Sandra McAdams 
who grew up on an Andes dairy farm 
on Fall Clove Road, and is currently 
Mortgage Operations Manager for 
The Delaware National Bank of Delhi 
(people remember her from the many 
years she was at the Andes Branch of 
the NBDC). 
   From the age of 10 Kim aspired to 
be a lawyer. During her senior year in 

high school she participated in a special BOCES program, New 
Visions in Law and Government, which awarded 9 college credits. 
It included job shadowing of every single department in the Coun-
ty and spending a half-day weekly at the Delhi Town Hall. She 
also took part in the Youth Court (a program of the Delaware 
County Youth Bureau). She and the other young people had the 
opportunity to rotate through every role in the Youth Court, where 
the participants adjudicated monthly at the trials of the juvenile 
offenders who came before them. After graduation in 2005 Kim 
attended SUNY Albany for a year as a pre-law and psychology 
major. She and her boyfriend, soon to be husband, Jesse Tosi, who 
had spent his senior year in Andes after moving up from East Islip, 
Long Island, decided to marry when his job with the Air Force 
took him to Shreveport, Louisiana. During their 3 years there they 
bought a house and Kim continued her education online. Over time 
she pursued paralegal studies and obtained a BA in Sociology from 
Ashford University.  
   After a time living in New Jersey, and the births of sons Sebas-
tian in 2009 in Louisiana and Skyler in 2011, they moved back to 
Andes and bought a house on Wolf Hollow. Kim worked for the 
Highway Department and, as a FEMA administrator, attended An-
des Town Board meetings along with her father. You can see she 

(Continued on page 8) 
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By Peter Calvert 
Town of Andes Board Monthly Meeting, 
February 11, 6:07 PM-9:07 PM 
   Present: Supervisor Bud Gladstone. 
Councilmen Ritchie Gabriel, Thomas Hall, 
Dale Cole, (Shayne Moshier, Absent and 
excused) Highway Superintendent John 
Bouton, Town Clerk Kimberly Tosi, Code 
Enforcement Office Alfred Mohr, Tom 
Suozzo-Cedarwood Engineering. 
    In the Town Hall: Karen Kropp, By the 
Books, August Vergallito, Anne Slevin, DJ 
Long, Jason Frank, Hilton Kaplan, Vincent 
Lopez, Daren Kwok, Bob Abbate, Chris 
Long, Don Green.  
    Others via Zoom: Mark Pezzati, Vinnie 
Comeratore, Lillian Browne, The Reporter; 
and Peter Calvert, Andes Gazette. 
   Privilege of the Floor: 13 Residents of 
the area surrounding 4987 County High-
way 1 signed a letter to the Board. Speak-
ers: Anne Slevin, Jason Frank and Vinny 
Lopez presented regarding potential reduc-
tion of County Highway 1 Speed Limit 
from 55 to 45 for a stretch past the ceme-
tery to protect pedestrian traffic and resi-
dents. Request lowering the speed limit 
heading South, past the Andes Fire Hall on 
County Highway 1. Specifically, this walk-
ing traffic exists for about two miles past 
the Andes Fire Hall heading South toward 
the Pepacton Reservoir. Supervisor Glad-
stone stated that the Board will examine 
ways the Board can help. 
   Motions: Authorize Highway Superin-
tendent Bouton, to move forward with the 
purchase of the 2009 International PayStar 
5500i Dump truck with Plow, with a pur-
chase price not to exceed $20,000.   
   Zoning Board of Appeals Andes ap-
pointed Dana Scuderi-Hunter as Member 
of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

       
 

: 
 

   Assessor Report: The New York State 
Real Property Tax Service informed the 
Town of Andes of the need to raise assess-
ments this year due to the large influx of 
new property sales at much higher Sales 
values to maintain our 100% equalization 
rate. Failure to raise the assessments will 
lower the equalization rate and cause the 
tax rates to go up without any notice to our 
taxpayers. To avoid that possibility the 
Town Assessor plans to do the change in a 
transparent manner, so the Property owners 
have a chance to know prior to receiving 
the bills. To file a complaint regarding as-
sessment contact Tina Moshier, Assessor. 
   Hamlet Sidewalks- A reminder to hamlet 
of Andes residents, home, and property 
owners. Town of Andes Local Law 2 of 
2006 requires snow to be removed before 9 
am each day from all sidewalks. This local 
law is available on our website for your 
review. A brief reminder will be placed on 
the envelopes of the outgoing water bills to 
bring attention to this matter.   
   Water District Homes-Another reminder 
to Andes Water District residents, we are 
expecting more cold weather in the follow-
ing weeks. Please continue to run water to 
avoid freezing pipes! 
   Rural Cemetery Test Well: Tom Suozzo
- Cedarwood Engineering presented ongo-
ing need for funding for the proposed well 
for the Andes Water District #1, located at 
the Andes Rural Cemetery. Asked for Ce-
darwood Engineering to develop all re-
quired documentation for a NYS Water 
Infrastructure Improvement Act (WIIA) 
Drinking Water Grant. Following the 
presentation, the Board authorized Cedar-
wood Engineering Services to complete all 
required documents for the Drinking Water 
Grant application at a cost not to exceed 
$18,000 to make tests on the town well 
system. 

 

 
   Hamlet Streetlamps: Bob Abbate 
brought to the board's attention that the 
hamlet streetlamps need to be repainted. 
Councilman Gabriel suggested that they 
could be painted along with the benches in 
town in the Spring. Mr. Abbate will follow 
up with the Streetscape Committee. 
   Stevens Road: August Vergallito spoke 
regarding his request to Highway Superin-
tendent Bouton to fix the Town of Andes 
portion of Stevens Road to make it passable. 
The Town never abandoned this section, 
and he would like it to be fixed and accessi-
ble if they made it seasonal. Bouton antici-
pates new financial burden maintaining this 
section of road. The highway committee 
will review this section of road in the spring 
to see the viability of this Stevens Road 
task.  
   New resident of Skunk Hollow: Mr. Hil-
ton Kaplan introduced himself to the board 
and offered himself to any volunteering 
opportunities if need arises. 
   Supervisor’s Report: Bank erosion 
across from the upper end of High Street 
near the bridge by John Andrews’ house 
was reported. Bud reached out to Graydon 

Dutcher of Delaware County 
Soil and Water District to 
appraise the situation. Await-
ing updates.   
   Frozen water line: An issue 
with a frozen water line on 
Delaware Ave. was a col-
lapsed/pinched line over the 
river. The repair will be made 
in the spring. 
   Mechanical issue at the 
transfer station resolved 
thanks to Shayne Moshier 
overseeing the repair.  
   First batch free COVID 
test kits: Thank you to the 
Post Office who distributed 
the first batch free COVID 

(Continued on page 9) 

OLD TOWN HIGHWAY GARAGE IS OFFERED FOR SALE VIA SEALED BIDS 
Audit shows $124,000 Increase in Town General Fund 
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ALLISON OIL, INC. 
 

Fuel Oil & Kerosene 
 

815 Lower Dingle Hill Rd, Andes, NY 13731 
 

Call (845) 676-HEAT (4328) 
 

Why Pay More? 
Serving Delaware & Ulster Counties 

HEAP Accepted                                    CREDIT CARDS Accepted 

The town clerk issued a marriage license 
Monday to Raymond Leybolt, of Ham-
den, and Mrs. Melissa Brown, of Pepac-
ton, both of whom have been employed 
on Perch Lake hill. They went to one of 
the ministers here but evidently changed 
their mind and left without having the 
knot tied. 

 

WOULD BAN WIGGLY DANCES 

Creation of a state public amusement 
commission, with power to regulate 
methods of dancing, is proposed in a bill 
introduced in the legislature by Assem-
blyman William Duke, Jr., Republican of 
Allegany, chairman of the assembly 
codes committee. The bill carries an ap-
propriation of $20,000 for the commis-
sion’s expenses. Jazz dancing, hugging, 
cheek-to-cheek dancing, neck-hold danc-
ing, and all classes of suggestive dances 
are sought to be banished by provisions of 
the bill. 

 

On page two appears a poem by R. A. 
Graham, who is over 90 years of age and 
nearly blind. He is the father of Mary 
Graham, who is employed at Judge 
Bruce’s. [Buffy Calvert: I remember 
Mary Graham.  She kept a big jar of 
molasses cookies in the pantry, easily 
accessible by us children, and gave me 
a tiny pitcher of maple syrup for my 
pancakes.]  

 THE WAY WE WERE 
Culled by Judy Garrison 

With commentary by Jim Andrews 
From March 1922 issues of  

The Andes Recorder 
100 Years Ago 

 
WEEK IN AND ABOUT ANDES 

 
Events of a week as chronicled by  

the Man on the Street  
 

 Margaretville, Arkville, Fleischmanns and 
vicinity villages are surely to be wiped out. 
This rumor that has been going the rounds for 
some months received an additional impulse 
when it was stated that the Ulster & Delaware 
railroad had been told by the City of New 
York that it should be looking for a new right 
of way from Highmount to Roxbury. The sto-
ry is said to come from a man in authority. 
[Jim Andrews: There were many rumors 
about where the dam and resulting reser-
voir would be built. This rumor would have 
meant that the dam itself would be con-
structed above Shavertown in order for it 
to flood the aforementioned communities. 
There was another rumor that the dam 
would be constructed at East Branch. Nei-
ther, obviously, came to fruition.] 

 

Lamont Jones, employed in a garage at 
Fleishmanns, died from blood poisoning 
March 11. The trouble was caused by cut-
ting a pimple on his neck while shaving 
himself not long since. He had been ill 
from grip [sic] two or three times since 
Christmas. When alarming symptoms de-
veloped he was taken to the Fox hospital in 
Oneonta Thursday evening and died there 
at noon Saturday. 

 

The dirt roads are in terrible condition and 
are entirely impassible for cars. [this ap-
peared in the 3/31 edition] 

 

Friday Dr. C. L. Wakeman left his horse 
tied to an apple tree while making a call at 
O.D. Smith’s at Pleasant Valley. [JA: This 
is Johann and Beatriz’s home at the cor-
ner of County Route 1 and Dibble Road.] 
The animal slipped the bridle and ran up 
the Tremperskill as far as Walter Liddle’s 
[JA: I believe this to be Marty Liddle’s 
farm.]where it went into a pasture lot, turn-
ing wagon bottom-up and it was caught. 
The top was torn from the wagon, seat and 
dashboard smashed thills [Ed.: This is how 
it is printed, but maybe he meant to in-
sert “and” before thills?]  broken.[Ed.: 
Even though automobiles were in wide-
spread use, you can see that the country 
doctor here still drove a horse and wag-
on in 1922.]~  

MOUNTAINEER TRACKS 

By Robert L. Chakar, Jr., Ed.D. , Superinten-
dent                 
   The third quarter began on January 31st.  I 
am pleased to report that nearly 75% of our 5-
12 students were named to the Superinten-
dent’s List, High Honor, or Honor Roll for the 
second quarter. They all received certificates 
and a coupon for free ice cream in the school 
cafeteria.  Again, I would like to congratulate 
these students. 
   I would like to congratulate our elementary 

Students of the Month: Lykah DePierro, 
Matthew Liddle, Kinsleigh Gill, Jase 
Weaver, Abel Weaver and Allyson Bennett. 
Keep up all the great work and effort. 
   CROP has continued to run an in-person 
after school program four days a week. 
Students receive a snack, work on home-
work, enjoy some recess time and work on 
a short varied project each day.  
   A reminder to parents that as the outside 
temperatures are getting colder and we 

have snow on the ground to please re-
member to dress your children warmly 
with snow pants, boots, mittens, hats, 
etc. as they will be going outside for 
recess as long as temperatures allow. 
   We are in the process of updating our 
school census.  In an effort to plan for 
the 2022-23 school year, if you live in 
the Andes Central School district and 
have a child who will be turning 4-years 
old by December 1st,  and eligible for 

Pre-Kindergarten; or who will be turn-
ing 5-years old by December 1st, and 
eligible for Kindergarten, please con-
tact the school with your child’s infor-
mation. If you have younger children 
who will eventually be attending An-
des Central School, we would be inter-
ested in getting their information as 
well so we can plan for future years. 
   Lastly, the administration and Board 
of Education are currently working on 
the budget for the school year 2022-23 
as we plan for the May 17th, annual 
meeting and budget vote. The public 
hearing and budget presentation will 
take place on Thursday, May 5th, at 7 
pm.~ 
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LIBRARY NOTES 

By Pamela West-Finkle 
   HEAR-YE, HEAR-YE! The Andes Library 
catalog is officially LIVE on www.4cls.org. After 
four years of barcoding every circulation item 
(almost 14,000 items), we have essentially fin-
ished and joined the 21st century of library ser-
vices. We did this because it was a New York 
State Mandate. Now that we have joined the Four County System 
online, many of our items are going out to other libraries.  In the 
first four days alone, we’ve circulated over 100 inter-library-
loans. 
   Before I outline the changes we are undergoing, I would like to 
heartily thank Kari Haugeto, Deb Slating, Adam Lang, Tami Jae-
gel, and Abel Mendez for helping with our barcoding. It was a 
long, tedious process, but now we can reap the rewards of our 
labor. 
Library Cards – Is yours lost? 
   Those of you who have lost your library cards are encouraged 
to come get a new one as it will make our checkout process much 
faster. If you don’t want to come in, you can call 845-676-3333 
or email an.ill@4cls.org to request a new card.  I can process it 
and send it to you in the mail or keep it at the library for pickup.  
Please let me know what you prefer.  Those of you who still have 
your library card with a barcode, please try to bring it with you to 
the library.  We can still look you up by name, but this stream-
lines the service. 
User Privileges and Updated Contact Information 
   We may be reaching out in the coming months to see who has 
had a change of address, phone or email.  If you have moved or 
changed your contact information, please contact us so that we 
can make the change on your account. 
   Due to the Four County System Governing Council, all patrons 
in the Four County System will be on a 3-year renewal schedule.  
We recommend that all patrons speak to the Librarian to make 
sure your card and your information is current.  
Placing Holds on Books and Movies You Want 
   Now that we are sharing our collection with the other 40+ li-
braries in the system, our new books and movies will be going 
out much more regularly.  If there is a new release that you want, 
please go to www.4cls.org, login with your library card barcode 
and PIN number (we can change your PIN or look it up for you in 
case you forgot), and order the item(s) 
you want. If you need help doing this, 
we are happy to do it for you.    
   When you search on an item at 
www.4cls.org, you can click on our 
library in the upper left search filter 
column first to see if we have the item 
you are looking for.  Whether we have 
the item or not, click “place hold” to the 
right of the item you want.  If you have 
an Andes Library Card (one that starts 
with the numbers 10026), your order 
will automatically be transited to An-
des.  If you belong to another Four 
County Library, but you want your or-
der to come to us, just use the drop 
down menu to choose our library. 
   The good news is, if you put the items 
on hold, or have us order the items for 
you, our patrons will receive our books 
first.  That means if there’s a new hot 
book out that has 20 holds in the sys-
tem, if we own that book and you are 
20th in line, you will jump to the front 
of the line next time the book is re-
turned. If, however, you keep coming to 

the library in hopes of finding the new book you wanted with-
out placing a hold on the item, you might have to wait for a 
while. Like I stated, we are happy to help you navigate the 
4cls.org site, or even order the items for you, so no worries!  
We are here to serve you! 
Making the Transition and Fine Free 
   Please bear with us as we make this transition.  We are in the 
process of transferring all of our checkouts from our internal 
software to the system-wide software that Four County uses.  If 
you have any long-overdue items, now is a GREAT time to 
return them.  Remember we are FINE FREE and all past fines 
are being erased except for those of you who owe for lost or 
damaged items.  We will still charge replacement costs, but any 
late fees are forgiven. 
   Please be aware, however, that if you return your books to 
any other Four County Library besides us and the items are 
late, that library may request you pay your late fee. It is best if 
you return your late items directly to us so that we can be sure 
they are discharged from your account Fine Free. Also, please 
be aware that you can renew your own items via your account 
at www.4cls.org. 
But How Will I Remember What I’ve Read? 
   We are going to keep the pockets and cards for a while.  
Eventually we may find that they are obsolete and just extra 
work, but there is something nostalgic, plus our patrons can 
check to see if they have previously read a book. If we end up 
having to do away with the old cards, we give permission to 
write your initials in pencil inside of the back cover. 
   During 2021, the Four County system gave patrons the ability 
to keep track of their own reading histories online.  I have fly-
ers on my desk that walk you through the process.  Unfortu-
nately, it will only keep track of your reading list from that date 
forward and if your record should ever be purged from the sys-
tem, it will permanently delete your list. 
   Again, due to privacy and confidentiality of library records, 
this is an Opt-In service only.  If you would like help with set-
ting up this service on your account, please come into the li-
brary or give us a call and we can do it over the phone. 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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New Books 

1619 Project 
by Nicole Hannah-Jones 

Abandoned in Death 
by J.D. Robb 
All About Me! 

My Remarkable Life in Show Business 
by Mel Brooks 

City of the Dead 
by Jonathan Kellerman 

Crossroads 
by Jonathan Franzen 

Eager 
The Surprising Life of Beavers 

and Why They Matter 
by Ben Goldfarb 

Echoland 
by Per Petterson 

Fly Away 
by Kristin Hannah 

The Good Son 
by Jacquelyn Mitchard 

The Horsewoman 
by James Patterson 

The Island of Missing Trees 
by Elif Shafak 

Lightning in a Mirror 
by Jayne Ann Krentz 
The Magnolia Palace 

by Fiona Davis 
The Maid 

by Nita Prose 

Men in My Situation 
by Per Petterson 

The Paris Apartment 
by Kelly Bowen 

Recitatif 
by Toni Morrison 

The Return 
Fathers, Sons, and the Land in Between 

by Hisham Matar 
Robert B. Parker’s 

Bye Bye Baby 
by Ace Atkins 

Stranger in the Lifeboat 
by Mitch Albom 

The Sweetness of Water 
by Nathan Harris 

To Paradise 
by Hanya Yanagihara 
The Transit of Venus 
by Shirley Hazzard 

Violeta 
by Isabel Allende 

 
New Children’s Books: 
Eyes That Kiss in the Corners 
The Great Wall of Lucy Wu 

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson 

 
New DVDs 

Dune 
The Crown, Season 4 
The Wire (Season 2) 

Respect 
Yellowstone, Season 3 

GARDEN THERAPY:   The Sullied but Super Sumac 

By Mel Bellar 
   There are numerous plants that 
I once thought little of, or didn’t 
“get” that I have come to appre-
ciate, or even love, over the 
years:  rhododendrons, junipers, 
zinnias, and marigolds, to men-
tion a few.  There are also many plants that I 
used to like, that I don’t anymore:  burning 
bush, barberries, most spireas, blue hydran-
geas, for instance.  However, there is one 
plant that went from totally maligned to prac-
tically revered: the Staghorn Sumac. 
   I don’t really know how extreme prejudice 
against the sumac came 
about.  It is very prevalent 
among city folk or “down-
staters” in general, but I 
also think that a lot of the 
local natives feel the same 
way.  In the city the honey 
locusts and sumacs are the 
trees that show up in vacant 
lots where buildings meet their demise.  They 

also manage to grow in any trashed 
industrial areas along with the rest 
of the weeds, so perhaps by asso-
ciation we think of them as weeds.   
The exotic Tree of Heaven, Ailan-
thus altissima, is another one of 
the “weed” trees that can be beau-

tiful but is also incredibly invasive.  The 
Staghorn Sumac, on the other hand, is 
native, and even though it forms some 
dramatic colonies, it is not invasive and 
lives harmoniously within our native 
environment. 
   After I became a gardener and was com-

ing up to the Catskills more 
often, I started to notice the 
sumac colonies along the 
road and began to soften 
towards them.  They do 
really look great, the way 
they form those beautiful 
colonies with taller ones 
near the center and tapering 

some toward the edges.  There are a variety 

of species of sumac that grow in our re-

gion, but I am focusing on the Rhus typhi-
na or Staghorn Sumac.  So even though 
the sumac was “growing on me” in the 
wild I still turned my nose up when one 
was in a garden.  I will never forget my 
first experience doing some gardening for 
someone in the Catskills, who had a vol-
unteer sumac in his garden.  I just as-
sumed that it was a mistake and made fun 
of it, and as I suspected, the weekender 
agreed with me and joined in on deriding 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 that there are five thousand species of 
grass and many of them look awfully 
alike even to people who know grass. 
In consequence, some species have 
been found and named at least twenty 
times, and there are hardly any, it 
appears, that haven’t been inde-
pendently identified at least twice.  
   Bryson teaches us about grass with 

tongue in cheek; his wit leavens the entire 
book. The discussion of naming ends with 
the sort of “wow” observation that recurs 
continually throughout. 
   The rather amazing fact is that we don’t 
have the faintest idea—"not even to the 
nearest order of magnitude,” in the words 
of Edward O. Wilson—of the number of 
things that live on our planet. Estimates 
range from three million to two hundred 
million. More extraordinary still, accord-
ing to a report in The Economist, as much 
as 97 per cent of the world’s plant and 
animal species may still await discovery. 
   Despite the enormous quantity of infor-
mation now available, statements like this, 
repeated in a range of contexts, impress 
upon the reader how little we know about 
the world we inhabit. It’s not just that 
there’s an untold quantity of knowledge 

still beyond our grasp, but even 
more affecting is the sense that, 
given the magnificence and 
scope of the universe, and the 
fabulous proliferation of phe-
nomena that exist on this single 
planet, in short, because of all 
that we do know, it's dramatical-
ly clear that we have not the 
slightest notion of where we fit 
in, what difference our existence 
makes, or who, in relation to it 
all, we human beings are. The 
disparities in scale between the 
cosmic and the infinitesimal, 
and between our experience of 

time measured in hours, days and years, 
and the billions and billions of years it’s 
has taken to produce our tiny earth and the 
comparatively minuscule amount of time 
our species has inhabited it—these dispari-

  

  

TRI-TOWN SERVICES 
ANDES - MARGARETVILLE - DELHI 

Box 484, Andes, NY 13731 
  

Backhoe & Grading 
Driveways installed & maintained 

Top soil & aged manure 
  

Lawn Maintenance  Bush Hogging  Light Carpentry 
Fire Wood   York Rake  Chimney Sweep 
Shrubs Planted   Snow Plowing  Painting & Staining 
Tree Trimming   Salting & Sanding  Deck Cleaning  

     

  Free Reasonable Estimates   Contact Bill Drew 
  Second Home Pre-warming     845-676-3206 

Reviewed by Jane Tompkins 
   This book was published in 
2003. If you’ve already read it or 
know about it, stop right here. 
But if not, read on. Bill Bryson is 
an amazing writer of non-fiction. 
A Short History of Nearly Every-
thing, a layman’s guide to the 
facts of our material universe, is 
a classic: entertaining, riveting, humbling, 
and hugely informative. That the funda-
mentals of recent scientific knowledge 
could be made into such fascinating read-
ing is startling enough. But the grace and 
lucidity with which Bryson explains com-
plicated ideas and summarizes vast 
amounts of information boggles the mind. 
If you take the book seriously it will upend 
your notions of who and what you are, 
what life is, what “the world” is, and what 
the meaning of it all is, if there is such a 
thing as meaning.  
   The book takes the universe on at both 
the macro and micro levels. It starts with 
the cosmos, the beginning of things—how 
old is the universe? How did it begin? How 
old is the earth? How did it form? Is there 
life out there? Very probably—given the 
size of our galaxy, the number of solar sys-
tems it contains (billions), 
the number of galaxies 
there are (billions), and the 
number of planets there 
must be—billions upon 
billions.  
   And yet the conditions for 
life are so specific—the 
nature of the atmosphere, 
the presence of light and 
warmth, our distance from 
the sun, the atmosphere that 
protects life from bombard-
ments from outer space, the 
presence of certain chemi-
cal elements—e.g., nitro-
gen, oxygen, hydrogen, carbon—the size of 
the oceans (without them there wouldn’t be 
enough oxygen to support life), and the 
miracle that allowed the animals that 
evolved into humans to survive the five 
extinctions that preceded us—these condi-
tions might seems to preclude the possibil-
ity that they could ever arise again. The 
answer isn’t clear. But this may give you a 
sense of the work’s scope.  
   The following passage conveys the 
book’s local texture and the humor that 
pervades it. Bryson is describing the taxo-
nomic difficulties that faced Linnaeus and 
other scientists who attempted the classifi-
cation of life-forms.  
   Whether a species of grass should be 
called Aegilops incurva, Aegilops incur-
vata or Aegilops ovata may not be a matter 
that would stir many non-botanists to pas-
sion, but it can be a source of very lively 
heat in the right quarters. The problem is 

BOOK REVIEW: A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson 

ties are so great, that they whisk away any 
sense of importance or consequence we may 
have.  
   The effect is liberating as well as hum-
bling. While the new science seems to re-
duce the grand narratives of human history 
and religion, and the monuments of culture 
to self-important gestures, it may be that 
there’s an account of human existence that 
follows from these discoveries that will find 
a place for us in the new picture. Bryson’s 
heroic account of modern science can only 
enhance one’s appreciation of the world’s 
multitudinousness, complexity, and fragility. 
The title of the chapter from which I’ve 
quoted—“The Richness of Being”—may 
provide a clue. If we humans are not the 
acme of creation (as we’d been led to be-
lieve), at least we are as much a valid part of 
the wonder as anything else, and the dramas 
we find ourselves caught up in from day to 
day have no less importance—though per-
haps no more—than the electron dance or 
the birth of suns.~ 

 The Wood for the Trees: 
Art and the Forest  

Environment 
 

A Group Show Presented at  
Hawk & Hive 

61 Main Street, Andes 
In conjunction with the  

Catskill Forest Association 
  

Opening Reception:  
March 5th, 2022, 11 am-5 pm 
Mike Porter and other members of the 
CFA will be at the opening 
 to answer questions about the work 
they do. 
Hawk & Hive will donate 10% of any 
sales during the show to the CFA. 
Show dates: March 5th – April 10th 
Work by 24 artists in a range of medi-
ums, many of them from the Catskill 
region. 
Our website www.hawkandhive.com 
will show all the work~ 

http://www.hawkandhive.com
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INSURANCE ♦ FINANCIAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 170, 761 Main Street, Margaretville, NY 12455-0170 

Phone: 845 586-2641 ♦ Fax: 845 586-3809 

AGENCY, INC. 

  

BACK AND FORTH 
By Diane Lockspeiser  
   It was an absolutely beautiful day for mid-February, 40 de-
grees and sunny, as I covered for Pam at the library desk. The 
roads in town were clear and dry as I drove home, with small 
rivulets of snowmelt along the sides. Even the dirt road that I 
live on was clear —that is, until I reached about where our 
property line starts. Here it was still ice and icy snow, with 
very little melt. Altitude, altitude, altitude. In the mountains it 
makes a big difference. 
   We had gotten two freezing rain events up here, twice cover-
ing our driveway hill with ice and turning the flat parking area 
into a skating rink. I had to resort to spreading the salts leftover 
from 3 years ago and buying even more. Close to 200 pounds 
of salts (sodium and magnesium) and yet there’s still lots of 
ice. It’s just clear enough for us to not break our derrières while 
walking, or crash the car or get stuck on the uphill while driv-
ing. 
   The swinging back and forth of the weather doesn’t help. The 
unseasonably warm days melt the snow/ice buildup, which has 
limited places to run off into with the ground still frozen. 
Whatever water is left standing then freezes again, even 
smoother and slicker than the original. 
   Some of this back and forth is normal, even desirable, if one 
appreciates the wonderful locally grown and produced syrup. I 
learned very shortly after moving here that the sap of the sugar 
maples runs best and sweetest when the days are above freez-
ing and the nights below freezing. Northeastern North America 
is the only place in the world where the right conditions have 
existed, along with the right trees. 
   This year the alternating temperatures have lasted for a day or 
two at a time, not just night and day, leaving me to wonder how 
much that has affected the sap production. I hope not much. 
   Meanwhile, my resident squirrel has found a partner and the 
two of them scamper back and forth among the trees. The piles 
of pinecones are gone, replaced by quite a scattering of individ-
ual flakes. The chickadees have been picking at these, I guess 
to find seed that the squirrels have overlooked. The rabbit is 
gone from underneath the gazebo and the squirrels have taken 
over the space. I don’t know which came first, whether the rab-
bit was made to leave by the frisky squirrels, or if he moved on 
his own accord and they moved in because it was available. I 
may have inadvertently helped the changeover by dumping 
smelly chicken-pooped wood chips on the nearby garden. Rab-
bits are very sensitive to smells. 
   As the days of thawing last longer, Mud Season arrives. If 
you don’t already have boot scrapers by your door, I highly 
recommend getting one for each doorway. I got ours (pictured) 
at Wadler Bros. in 
Fleischmanns.~  

the poor sumac.  Looking back on that, it makes me cringe to think 
that I acted that way. Poor tree! 
   After I became more educated about native plants, the sumac be-
came even more interesting to me.  The Staghorn Sumac is an amaz-
ing plant:  it has a beautiful habit; the branch structure is classic 
(especially when pruned a little); the flowers/seed heads are Dramatic; 
and it has striking a Fall color ranging from orange to bright red.  
Around this same time, we got a new client in Lew Beach with a large 
property who wanted an all-native garden. I came up with the idea of 
creating one of those cool sumac groves as a part of the design, under-
planting it with a native ground cover and putting a wood chip path 
through it so it could be experienced close up and personal.  The cli-
ent was “all in” on the idea, so we set about making it happen.  First, I 
tried to order some Rhus typhina from the Catskill Native Nursery 
which I thought made sense, but they had never tried to grow them 
and didn’t really have a source.  Then I contacted Guernsey’s Scho-
harie nursery where I was getting a lot of spruce and other trees for 
the project, and they seemed to be OK with that.  However, when the 
specimens arrived, they were quite sad looking!  It turned out that 
they had just been dug from a wild cluster on the nursery property and 
they died within a few weeks. I could drag this story out, but suffice it 
to say that I spent the next 7 years trying to create a sumac grove on 
that property. Undeterred, we kept trying everything and basically 
ended up having to transplant very small specimens from the wild 
(and even then, we still lost about 50% of them and they grew slowly, 
unlike the one in my garden!). 
   During this whole process in Lew Beach, I noticed a sumac sapling 
at the base of some stone steps in my garden.  With my new love of 
sumacs and my knowledge of their finicky nature, I decided that I 
should let it grow there.  Boy was that a good decision!  Within 2 
years, it was a nice size and now at least 12 years later, it is magnifi-
cent.  I have pruned and groomed it; it stands tall and brings me such 
joy. It is so tall that I can see it from our bedroom window upstairs 
and even this morning I watched birds sitting in the tree snacking on 
the seed head. 
   The next time you see a sumac seedling in your garden, you might 
consider giving it a chance.  It might bring you joy. 

Mel Bellar is the owner of Zone4 Landscapes and a passionate  
Andes gardener.~ 

GARDEN THERAPY(Continued from page 5) 
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 how she was drawing together many 
strands of her education, personal interests, 
experience and observation that would feed 
into the career she now holds! Her hus-
band’s job as assistant store manager at a 
Walmart in Kingston required long travel 
time, and was not his ideal 
job, so the decision for Kim 
to run for Town Clerk made 
great all-around sense. It 
would allow them both to 
spend more time with their 
boys, presently home-
schooled, enabling them to 
get the boys to sports activi-
ties and the gym, and she 
could sometimes bring them 
with her to work. 
   To help ease her way into 
office, Kim attended the 
Newly Elected Officials 
School for 3 days in Albany 
put on by The Association of 
Towns. A FOIL expert and the State 
Comptroller were among the presenters. 
She can access up-to-date Town Law on 
line whenever an issue arises. Those old 
law books on the shelf with their updates, 
must feel obsolete. 
   It seems clear that this is a great fit of a 
career for very personable Kim, where her 
interest in serving the community melds 
nicely with her wide skill set as she inhab-
its a diversity of roles, and still accommo-
dates her family life. She is currently 
broadening her experience with another 

TOWN CLERK (Continued from page 1) 

job, a challenging one as a Director of the 
Delaware County Electrical Co-
operative, where directors are paid on a 
per diem basis.  
   The official current office hours for the 
Town Clerk are Tuesday through Thurs-

day, 9-3, and evening 
meetings, which she has 
facilitated on Zoom. 
Kim performs a lot of 
her work from home, 
where she can answer 
emails and have time for 
writing work that re-
quires extended focus, 
such as—I’m guess-
ing—polishing meeting 
minutes, writing the 
Resolutions that the 
Town Council will be 
voting on.  
 I have found Kim to be 
very responsive to text 

messages. Her mobile number is 845-807
-2978. Her office number, where you can 
leave a message, is 845-676-4791. Her 
email is andestownclerk@gmail.com 
And of course we recommend that our 
readers frequently visit the website 
www.townofandes.com, even when you 
don’t have a specific need for infor-
mation. It’s always a good idea to be 
involved with the workings of your town 
government. And remember, Kim is here 
to be of service to the people of Andes.~ 
 

85 Main Street ⚫ Andes 

845 ⚫ 676 ⚫ 4500 
  

Open 

Mondays 4 pm to 8 pm 

Wednesdays 7 am to 2 pm &  

4 pm to 7 pm for dinner 

Thursdays 7 am to 2 pm 

Fridays 7 am to 3 pm 

Saturdays 7 am to 3 pm 

Sundays 7 am to 2 pm 
  

Closed  

Tuesdays 
  

We are now proudly serving  

Boar’s Head Products. 
  

Find us on Facebook 

Thank you for your patronage! 

Upcoming Programs: 
Andes Book Group – The LitWits     
Remember, our LitWits book group meets 
the first Thursday of every month at 4:30 pm.  
Let us know if you’d like to join. 
 
Medicare 101 Class 
Thursday, March 10th from 5 to 6 pm, we 
will have Robin Henderson, an independent 
insurance agent, who will be giving a Medi-
care 101 class, describing the ins and outs of 
the Medicare Maze.  She will cover the four 
parts of Medicare, when to enroll and how to 
avoid penalties, dental and vision coverage, 
qualifying for extra help, and understanding 
the Donut Hole, plus changes and updates to 
Medicare coverage.  Zoom links will be 
available for those who wish to attend virtu-
ally. For more information, visit 
www.medicarewithrobin.com.  Please call 
845-676-3333 or email an.ill@4cls.org to 
RSVP and request the Zoom link.~ 

LIBRARY NOTES (Continued from page 4) 

http://www.townofandes.com
http://www.medicarewithrobin.com
mailto:an.ill@4cls.org
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test kits and the Emergency Squad for the distribution of the sec-
ond batch.   
   Interest in opening a local gas station: Bud reached out to 
different gas companies for an interest in opening a station in An-
des. In pursuing it. Bud discussed this idea with a gentleman who 
has interest and looked at different sites. Updates in the future.   
   Proposed county commercial ambulance service: Bud met 
with Jim, John, and Laurie Andrews regarding the County's reso-
lution to support the proposed county commercial ambulance ser-
vice. The Andrews family supports this much-needed service in 
the whole county because of the dearth of volunteers. The con-
tract will be with AMR and marked as Delaware County Ambu-
lances.  
   The Streetscape group met to discuss further plans of repair-
ing/painting the benches in the Hamlet. They will also be seeking 
Delaware County Tourism Grant funding to update the kiosk. 
   Code Enforcement Officer Al Mohr relayed 3 new permits 
were issued and 2 violations are outstanding. Also, 8 inspections 
and 6 municipal searches completed. 95% of the Town Court re-
pairs are done. Tom Joyce and Al Mohr are overseeing the re-
pairs. 
   Clean Heating and Cooling Campaign: Supervisor Gladstone 
attended a webinar on this project. More information will be pro-
vided when the project goes into effect. NYSEG customers and 
DCEC members will be eligible to participate in this program.   
   Ballantine Park Fundraiser:  The Town is seeking individuals 
to spearhead fundraising.  The maintenance of Ballantine Park is 
funded solely by donations. Please reach out to the Town Clerk's 
Office if interested.~  

TOWN BOARD (Continued from page 2) 

Excerpt of Introductory Essay to Exhibit By Iris Cushing 
   “The Wood for the Trees” asks us to consider the role trees play 
in human cultural history and the way they live amongst them-
selves, in the sublime situation of their own autonomy. Far from 
merely “humanizing” forests, the work in this exhibition seeks to 
honor the forests that we call home, on their own terms. The artists 
whose work is gathered here consider how the visual can be a 
method for offering this regard, respect, and reverence for forest 
ecosystems. In doing so, this exhibition creates a network of human 
connection, a call-and-response among artists and viewers. Within 
this communion is an essential recognition of the trees’ sovereign-
ty, of the artists’ willingness to honor that sovereignty. 
   “The Wood for the Trees” also celebrates trees’ beauty, in all its 
complexity. It was the Nor-
wegian deep ecologist Arne 
Naess whose work introduc-
es the notion that organisms 
could be both simple and 
complex at the same time; 
that complication is a hu-
man problem, but complexi-
ty is an entirely natural con-
dition. The works in this 
exhibition express this sim-
ple-complex beauty found 
in trees. Just as each of our 
native species in the Cats-
kills has its own singular 
structure—from the lobed leaves of the sassafras, to the velvety 
catkins of the American pussy willow—each of these works pre-
sents an inimitable tree-story of its own.~ 

TREE STORY 

Winter Sun by Gianni Notarianni 
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